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Draft Vision Statement 
 
Amid the clamor of thousands of birds, huge flocks of migrating waterfowl alight on 
freshwater marshes while bald eagles soar overhead. Sweeping vistas of expansive 
wetlands, interspersed with cattail-stands and forest, invite a closer look at areas teeming 
with a diversity of migratory birds and other wildlife. These are some of the images that 
reward and inspire visitors of Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge. Nestled in the heart 
of New York State’s pastoral Finger Lakes Region, the refuge is an essential link in an 
international network of wetlands and conservation lands. The refuge belongs to a 
coalition of partners which make up the Montezuma Wetlands Complex, part of what was 
historically a 50,000-acre swamp and marshland where the sky is often “black with 
ducks”. Through the collaboration with current and newly forged partnerships, the 
refuge continues to demonstrate and promote wise and responsible resource stewardship 
and showcase wetland restoration management practices applied on a landscape level to 
benefit both wildlife and people.  
 
Visitors of all ages and abilities feel welcome at the refuge and enjoy spectacular wildlife 
viewing opportunities. The refuge continues to be an important component of the local 
economy and community, and provides a full complement of quality wildlife-dependent 
recreation, education and interpretation programs, and other public uses. We work 
closely with our friends, local citizens, and partners to enhance and improve nature-
based tourism through community outreach, education, and advocacy.  
 
We hope all refuge visitors from everywhere continue to value Montezuma NWR for 
enhancing their quality of life. Within the National Wildlife Refuge System, Montezuma 
NWR is treasured for conserving wetlands and wildlife and providing inspirational 
outdoor experiences for present and future generations of Americans. 
 
 



Draft Goals for Comprehensive Conservation Plan 
 
Goal 1  
Provide, enhance, and restore where possible, freshwater emergent marsh, open water 
wetland, and mudflat habitats to benefit native wildlife and plant communities, 
particularly migrating waterfowl and shorebirds. 
 
Goal 2  
Restore and maintain forested wetlands, riparian forests along the Seneca and Clyde 
Rivers, and upland forests to benefit native species, including songbirds and important 
plant communities. 
 
Goal 3  
Manage grassland and shrubland habitats primarily to benefit bird species of special 
concern. 
 
Goal 4   
Support the conservation of Service trust resources and other species of conservation 
concern particularly migratory birds and threatened and endangered species.  
 
Goal 5 
Visitors of all abilities and varied interests participate in and enjoy the refuge's 
opportunities for wildlife observation, interpretation and photography and environmental 
education.  They value, support, and contribute to the refuge, Montezuma Wetlands 
Complex, and National Wildlife Refuge System, increase their understanding of wetlands 
and wetland functions, and become better environmental stewards. 
 
Goal 6 
Hunters and anglers enjoy and support hunting and fishing opportunities on the refuge 
and increase their understanding of the regional environmental importance of the refuge 
and the greater Montezuma Wetland Complex. 
 
Goal 7 
Partner with state and federal agencies, local communities, environmental organizations, 
and universities so that visitors to the Finger Lakes region understand and value the role 
of the refuge and the Montezuma Wetlands Complex, support the Montezuma Wetlands 
Complex, and contribute to the environmental health of the area. 
 
 


