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CONSERVATION PARTNERS WORK TOGETHER TO 
RESTORE THE CHARACTER OF WESTERN LAKE ERIE 

COASTAL WETLANDS 
 

GROSSE ILE, MICHIGAN – The past year has been a boon for over 7,000 acres of marshy 
habitats at the water’s edge of western Lake Erie.  Frequent site visits by technicians, based at 
Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge (DRIWR), provided the fourteen organizations of the 
Detroit River–Western Lake Erie Cooperative Weed Management Area a snapshot on how the 
character of Lake Erie’s coastal wetlands is changing relative to non-native plant species recently 
discovered for the first time in the Great Lakes. These include species such as European frog’s-
bit, an aggressive pest plant that can completely cover areas of open water making them 
impossible to access by canoe, kayak, or boat.    

Funded by a Michigan Invasive Species Grant from the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, the organization’s members contributed money, staff, equipment, and expertise as 
match on the $211,000 grant to detect and map newly established plant species that have the 
potential to negatively change not only the way these coastal wetlands look, but the services they 
provide to all of us. These shorelines are some of the most iconic Great Lakes landscapes for 
boating, bird-watching, hunting, and fishing.  The coastal wetlands serve all of the region’s 
residents in their ability to manage floodwater and contribute to the filtering of pollutants in our 
waterways.  They are coastal, freshwater wetlands, which are rare anywhere in the world.  For 
these reasons, many corporations outside of the Cooperative Weed Management Area have 
stepped up and contributed to the effort, such as ITC Holdings Corporation, U.S. Silica, Stoneco, 
and Great Lakes Aggregates.  

ITC Holdings had previously contributed $70,000 in funding to the Refuge that was used 
to help match this grant.  Linda H. Blair, Executive Vice President and Chief Business Unit 
Officer for ITC Holdings Corporation and President, ITC Michigan, notes that: “Environmental 
responsibility is one of ITC’s core values, and so we are pleased to support the work of the 
Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge to better understand and manage certain invasive 
plant species in one of the world’s largest freshwater coastal areas.” 

The first priority for this project has been the early-detection and mapping of non-native, 
invasive species that have the potential to cause economic, recreational. and ecological harm. 
The mapping tool is available on-line through the Michigan Invasive Species Information 
Network at www.misin.msu.edu where over 3,600 invasive species locations have been entered. 
The data and information generated have allowed government and private wetland managers to 
prioritize and formulate a response to remove an invasive plant or to mitigate its effects. The 
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second priority has been to further reduce established invasive species, like Phragmites, where 
there can be significant public benefits.  A major accomplishment under this grant, thus far, has 
been the continued reduction of this aggressive, 15-foot tall wetland grass that grows in these 
biologically diverse freshwater estuaries and river mouths. It has meant visible and meaningful 
improvement for recreation, fish and wildlife populations, and the other services provided to 
society by these wetlands. 

This project could not have happened without the partners of Detroit River–Western Lake 
Erie Cooperative Weed Management Area, including BASF Corporation, DTE Energy, Ducks 
Unlimited, Eastern Michigan University, Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority, International 
Wildlife Refuge Alliance, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Monroe Conservation 
District, Southeast Michigan Council of 
Governments, Stewardship Network, The 
Nature Conservancy in Michigan, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service’s DRIWR, Wildlife 
Habitat Council, and the City of Monroe.   

The DRIWR covers 48 miles of 
shoreline along the lower Detroit River and 
western basin of Lake Erie. It stretches from 
southwest Detroit to the Ohio-Michigan border.  
The Refuge focuses on conserving, protecting 
and restoring habitat for 300 species of birds, 
including 30 species of waterfowl, 23 species of 
raptors, 31 species of shorebirds, and for 117  
species of fish.  The Refuge currently owns or  
cooperatively manages 5,834 acres of unique 
habitats that include islands, coastal wetlands, marshes, wet prairies, shoals and riverfront lands.  
To date, 3,797 acres of Essex Region Conservation Authority lands and 981 acres of City of 
Windsor lands have been added to a Canadian registry of lands, and 7,897 acres of Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources lands have been added to the U.S. registry of lands for 
conservation purposes.  When totaled between Canada and U.S., 18,509 acres of land in 
southwest Ontario and southeast Michigan are now being collaboratively managed and protected 
for the benefit of conservation and outdoor recreation in the spirit and intent of the 2001 
Conservation Vision and the DRIWR. 

To help make sure that a growing urban population values natural resources and that a 
priority is placed on developing the next generation of conservationists in urban areas because 
that is now where 80% of all U.S. citizens live, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has created a 
new Urban Wildlife Refuge Program.  Under this program, the Service has designated 14 priority 
urban refuges, 14 urban wildlife refuge partnerships, and many other urban bird treaty cities and 
other urban refuges to help make nature part of everyday urban life and cultivate a connected 
conservation constituency who cares about wildlife.  The DRIWR is proud to be designated one 
of the 14 priority urban refuges and the only international wildlife refuge in North America.   
 
For additional information, contact Biological Technician Jake Bonello (734-692-7638; 
jake_bonello@fws.gov) or Biologist Greg Norwood (734-692-7611; greg_norwood@fws.gov). 
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Healthy, diverse, freshwater,  
coastal wetland of Lake Erie.  

 


