COMPATIBILITY DETERMINATION
MARICOPA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO COMMUNICATION SYSTEM
CABEZA PRIETA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
USE
Maricopa County currently operates a countywide public safety radio communications system.  Public safety users of this system are the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office, Probation Department (of the Superior Court of Arizona for Maricopa County), the Maricopa County Department of Transportation, Flood Control District of Maricopa County, and the Maricopa Department of Emergency Management. 
In response to numerous requests from its users for improved radio coverage, Maricopa County has embarked on a major upgrade of its radio communications system.  One of the areas identified as requiring improved radio coverage is the Barry M. Goldwater Air Force Gunnery Range and the section of Arizona Highway 85 that runs south from the town of Gila Bend, Arizona to the Pima County border.  
Maricopa County has asked the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) at Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge (CPNWR) to place a Radio Communication System on top of Childs Mountain (See Map 1) because it is the most desirable site to cover the area described above.  The proposed system on Childs Mountain will tie into the existing countywide communications system and provide radio communication for Maricopa County employees working along Arizona Highway 85.  It will also provide prompt and reliable communications between Maricopa County Deputies and other Federal, State, and County law enforcement officers working in the area. 
REFUGE NAME
Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge
Pima and Yuma Counties, Arizona

ESTABLISHING AND ACQUISITION AUTHORITY

President Franklin D. Roosevelt established the Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge (CPNWR) on January 25, 1939 by Executive Order 8038.

REFUGE PURPOSES
1. The refuge was “reserved and set apart for the conservation and development of natural wildlife resources, and for the protection and improvement of public grazing lands and natural forage resources…Provided, however, that all the forage resources in excess of that required to maintain a balanced wildlife population within this range or preserve should be available for livestock…” (Executive Order 8038 January 25, 1939).  
2. Enactment of the Arizona Desert Wilderness Act of 1990, designated over 90 percent of the refuge as wilderness and created a supplemental refuge purpose of wilderness protection in accordance with the Wilderness Act of 1964.
3. Several other Federal policies, regulations, and laws affect refuge management activities.  Preeminent among these is the Endangered Species Act of 1973, this act mandates the protection and recovery of threatened and endangered species.
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM MISSION
The mission of the system is to administer a national network of lands and waters for the conservation, management, and where appropriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife, and plant resources and their habitats within the United States for the benefit of present and future generations of Americans. 
DESCRIPTION OF USE
Maricopa County proposes to install on Childs Mountain:
1. Two panel-style land mobile antennas on the existing communications tower operated by the Arizona Department of Public Safety (AZDPS).
2. A prefabricated equipment shelter adjacent to the existing AZDPS shelter.  The 12x16 sq. ft. shelter (see Photo 1) will be mobile and placed on skids rather than being constructed on a permanent concrete foundation.  A prefabricated above grade concrete stoop by the shelter entrance to facilitate entry into the shelter.  The shelter will be painted a light grey/green color to blend in with the surroundings.
3. A backup electrical generator and propane fuel tank on separate, above-grade, prefabricated concrete slabs.  The generator and propane tank (see Photo 2) will be painted a light grey/green color to blend in with the surroundings and replace the existing AZDPS generator and fuel tank.  The AZDPS generator and fuel tank will be removed from the site.
4. Approximately 45 ft. of new cable bridge from the Maricopa County communications shelter to the existing AZDPS tower.  The cable bridge support poles will be placed on above ground prefabricated cement blocks. 
5. A new overhead power line from the existing utility pole to the Maricopa County communications shelter.  
6. A lightning protection grounding system, which will be attached to existing above grade ground leads.  
AVAILABILITY OF RESOURCES
Authorizing the installation and continuing maintenance of Maricopa County’s communication site on Childs Mountain will require some expenditure of the Service and CPNWR resources.  The CPNWR expenditure is primarily associated with the personnel costs for development and review of documents such as “Finding of Appropriateness”, the “Compatibility Determination”, NEPA compliance, and the issuance of public notices.  The Service’s Region 2 office will incur personnel costs associated with reviewing the above documents and developing and finalizing a Right of Way Permit. 
There will be an additional expenditure of Service resources for coordinating with Maricopa County on any change to the Childs Mountain Communication Site access road and gate, power supply, and additional users.  
Resources to develop the permitting documents and manage the Childs Mountain North and South Communication sites are available as part of ongoing day to day operations.  
ANTICIPATED IMPACT OF THE ACTION
Direct Impacts
A 2015 NEPA Review completed by ADW Communications Services, Inc.; determined there would be no impact to threatened and endangered species, soils, vegetation, floodplain, or wetlands because the proposed action will take place within a previously disturbed area and is not located in a floodplain or wetland.  A 2014 Class III cultural resource survey completed by Archaeological Consulting Services, Ltd.; found no surface cultural resources in the project area and made a determination the proposed action will result in no adverse effect of National Register properties under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended in 1992.  
Indirect Impacts
Although not located within federally designated wilderness, the proposed action may have a small impact on wilderness resources located west of the project area caused by placing additional facilities (e.g., equipment shelter, generator, and propane tank) on the top of Childs Mountain.  However, this impact will be minimized by painting all facilities a light grey green color which will cause them to blend in better with the surrounding landscape.  
Visitor Use
There will be no change in visitor use because the Childs Mountain North Communication Site is closed to the public. 
Cumulative Impacts
There will be a slight change in the cumulative impact to refuge natural resources because the proposed action will include adding 3 more structures to the north communication site on Childs Mountain.    
PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT
The National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997 requires the Refuge Manager to provide an opportunity for the public to review and comment on all compatibility determinations.  The purpose of the review is to offer the public the opportunity to provide relevant information regarding the compatibility of the proposed use.  The Refuge Manager must consider all information provided during the public review and comment period.  The Refuge Manager is not required to respond, but will use all information available to make the most informed decision possible.
Public review and comment for this draft compatibility determination will be solicited by posting public notices at the CPNWR Visitor Center, Ajo Public Library, and the U.S. Post Office in Ajo, Arizona.  The public notice and draft compatibility determination will also be posted on the refuge website at http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Cabeza_Prieta/
DETERMINATION
_____  Use is Not Compatible
    X     Use is Compatible with the Following Stipulations
STIPULATIONS NECESSARY TO ENSURE COMPATIBILITY
1. Maricopa County personnel and their contractors will notify the Refuge Manager prior to each visit to the site.
2. Maricopa County personnel and their contractors will adhere to the posted speed limit along the Childs Mountain Road while visiting the site.
3. Maricopa County personnel and their contractors will ensure the Childs Mountain Road Entrance Gate remains closed at all times while accessing the site.  All radio communication equipment and facilities which are installed at the AZDPS site must be located within the existing pre-disturbed area. 
4. In order to minimize the impact on the view shed; the shelter, generator, and propane tank will be painted a light beige color.  
5. Should sub-surface cultural resources be located during the road grading or project installation work; all ground disturbance will cease and the refuge manager will be notified. 
6. In order to better coordinate with all the users on both the Childs Mountain South and North Communication Sites, Maricopa County will participate in the Childs Mountain Communication Site User Group. 
JUSTIFICATION
The request by Maricopa County to install, maintain, and operate a public safety radio communication system on the Childs Mountain North Communication site will have negligible impacts to the refuge while providing a needed public safety service for Maricopa County employees and the general public.  The mandatory re-evaluation date for this project is May 30, 2017; 30 days prior to the expiration of the Arizona Department of Public Safety Right of Way Permit (M-15) for the tower upon which the two land mobile antennas will be located.  



Map 1.  Proposed site location for Maricopa County radio communication equipment and facilities.
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Photo 1.  Proposed 12x16 sq. ft. shelter.  
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Photo 2.  Proposed propane tank.
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Drawing 1.  Site drawing of proposed facilities on Childs Mountain North Communication Site.  
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1. EXISTING ANTENNAS & TREES NOT SHOWN FOR CLARITY.
2. BLUE STAKE AND PRIVATE LOCATE MUST BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO
ANY CONSTRUCTION.
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SITE CODE:

CHID
SITE NAME.

CHILDS MOUNTAIN

SITE LOCATION:
5075 NORTH AJO GILA BEND HIGHWAY
A0, AZ 85321
LATITUDE: 327 26'4550"N
LONGITUDE: 112 57 1543"W
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Site Photographs

1. View to the north from site.

2. View to the east from site.
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3. View to the south from site.

4. View to the west from site.
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5. View north to site.

6. View east to site.
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7. View south to site.

8. View west to site.





image10.jpeg
CHID - Childs Mountain DPS
Site Photographs

9. View of transformer.
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