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CABEZA PRIETA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Well Drilling at CBP Camp Grip-Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge

USE:
Customs and Border Protection – United States Border Patrol (CBP-USBP) proposes to drill a well at their Forward Operating Base (FOB) Camp Grip located along the El Camino del Diablo in Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge (CPNWR)(See Map 1 and 2).  
REFUGE NAME:
Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge
Pima & Yuma Counties, Arizona

ESTABLISHING AND ACQUISITION AUTHORITY:

President Franklin D. Roosevelt established the CPNWR on January 25, 1939 by Executive Order 8038.

REFUGE PURPOSES:
1. The refuge was “reserved and set apart for the conservation and development of natural wildlife resources, and for the protection and improvement of public grazing lands and natural forage resources…Provided, however, that all the forage resources in excess of that required to maintain a balanced wildlife population within this range or preserve should be available for livestock…” (Executive Order 8038 January 25, 1939). 
 
2. Enactment of the Arizona Desert Wilderness Act of 1990 designated over 90 percent of the refuge as wilderness and created a supplemental refuge purpose of wilderness protection in accordance with the Wilderness Act of 1964.

3. Several other Federal policies, regulations, and laws affect refuge management activities.  Preeminent among these is the Endangered Species Act of 1973.  This act mandates the protection and recovery of threatened and endangered species.
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM MISSION:
The mission of the system is to administer a national network of lands and waters for the conservation, management, and where appropriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife, and plant resources and their habitats within the United States for the benefit of present and future generations of Americans. 


DESCRIPTION OF USE:
Customs and Border Protection – United States Border Patrol (CBP-USBP) proposes to drill a well at their Forward Operating Base (FOB) Camp Grip located along the El Camino del Diablo in Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge (See Map 1 and 2).  The purpose of the well is to provide a reliable source of potable water to CBP-USBP agents staying at Camp Grip.  Currently, potable potable water is being delivered to the FOB Camp Grip by trucks transporting 2,200 gallons of water on a weekly basis from Ajo, Arizona to the camp location on the refuge.  One way travel time from Ajo, Arizona to Camp Grip is two hours and 50 minutes.  
Recently there have been reports of the delivered water being tainted and causing agents staying at Camp Grip to become ill.  Because of this, CBP-USBP has requested to drill a well in the northwest corner of the camp location (See Map 1 and 2).  Water from the well will be treated on site using onsite chlorination and reverse osmosis systems.  The existing on site diesel fueled generators will power the well pump.  
CBP-USBP serves a vital health and safety and national security function.  The continued operation of the Camp Grip Detail is critical to the accomplishment of their mission and, ultimately, protection of refuge resources.  The Camp Grip Detail provides CBP-USBP agents with the ability to remain in the refuge backcountry for extended periods of time and reduces the number of trips across the refuge to the CBP Wellton Station.  The Camp Grip Detail provides CBP-USBP with 24-hour, 7 days per week detection and apprehension capabilities.  Without a continuous presence of CBP-USBP operations in this area, illegal traffic would likely increase as would the probability of deaths and rescue operations of illegal immigrants.  
AVAILABILITY OF RESOURCES
Authorizing the drilling of a well and added infrastructure for transporting water from the well to the housing units at Camp Grip will require a small level of expenditure of United States Fish and Wildlife resources.  The expenditure is primarily associated with the personnel costs for development and review of documents such as this “Compatibility Determination”, NEPA compliance, a Special Use Permit, and the issuance of public notices.  There will be an additional expenditure of CPNWR resources for coordinating CBP-USBP when the well is drilled; infrastructure is added for transporting water from the well to the housing units, and long term monitoring of ground water withdrawal on refuge resources in the area.  
ANTICIPATED IMPACT OF THE ACTION:
Direct Impacts
There will be a small amount of ground disturbance in the area where the well is drilled and underground electric line conduit and PVC pipe is placed between the well and the housing units.  Although the area affected by this action has been previously disturbed, some vegetation such as perennial grasses and creosote bushes may be destroyed by the well drilling and trenching operations.  No columnar cactus, barrel cactus, or mesquite, ironwood, or palo verde trees will be disturbed by the well drilling and trenching operations. 
There may be a minimal impact to wilderness resources in the area immediately surrounding the project area during the drilling and trenching operations, however, these will temporary in nature.  There may also be minimal impact to wilderness resources if the additional power needed to operate the well pump causes the on-site diesel generator to operate more often than currently.  
The area has already been surveyed for cultural resources by a certified archaeologist and no surface cultural resources were located in the project area.  Should sub-surface cultural resources be located during the drilling process or installing utility and water transport conduit(s); all ground disturbance will cease and the refuge manager will be notified.  

Indirect Impacts
There may be a decrease in the level of water at Papago Well, located approximately 3 miles east from the Camp Grip Detail, as a result of ground water withdrawal at Camp Grip.  This may, in turn affect upland and riparian vegetation along dry washes at Papago Well as the water table decreases.  It may also affect the Papago Well water depth and could render the well in-operable over time.  
Visitor Use
There will be no change in visitor use as a result of the proposed action.
Cumulative Impacts
There will be no change in the cumulative impact to refuge natural and cultural resources as a result of the proposed action.  
DETERMINATION
_____ Use is Not Compatible
___X_ Use is Compatible with the Following Stipulations
STIPULATIONS NECESSARY TO ENSURE COMPATIBILITY
1. CBP-USBP will monitor well depth at the Camp Grip well and notify the Refuge Manager of any changes in water depth beyond normal day to day fluctuations.
2. Any significant decline in the Papago Well water depth will require CBP-USBP and the Service to develop a strategy to ensure the water table at Papago Well is not negatively impacted due to groundwater pumping at Camp Grip.
3. CBP-USBP will be allowed to scatter tailings from the well drilling operation within the existing El Camino del Diablo road bed.  Should additional water than that brought to Camp Grip for the well drilling operation be needed, CBP-USBP will work with the Refuge Manager to determine how much water can be removed from Papago Well. 

Signature:  Refuge Manager     ___________________________________________
						 Signature and Date


Map 1:  Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge and Surrounding and Project Area.
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[image: ]Map 2:  Aerial image showing location of proposed well at CBP-USBP Camp Grip, Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge  Command Center & Living Quarters
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Map 3:  January 8, 2016 cultural resource survey boundary, Camp Grip, Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge. 
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WARNING: This document is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY (FOUO). It contains information
that may be exempt from public release under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C.
552). It is to be controlled, stored, handled, transmitted, distributed, and disposed of in
accordance with DHS policy relating to FOUO information and is not be released to the
public or other personnel who do not have a valid "need-to-know" without prior approval
of an authorized DHS official.
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