Carver County

Youth Wood Duck Box Event

March 15" 2014

Volunteers Needed

What We Do:

We provide an event where families come to build wood duck houses from pre-cut kits, and take their own
personal house home to hang up, free of charge. Local organizations donate the use of facilities; donate food and
time to help us complete this event.

What Our Youth Experiences:

Each youth (Mostly ages 3-16) registers and is given an entrance number. While waiting their turn to build they
can enjoy a free lunch and drinks. To keep it fun while waiting to build we have an indoor archery range, a virtual
duck hunt booth, and a duck identification program (Mounted ducks on a stick), set up in the building. A volunteer
will then guide and assist the youth in building his or her own wood duck nesting box. The amount of assistance
required varies with age and experience, but generally the youth drives every screw and pounds every nail. (They
especially like that part). When their nesting box is complete each youth gets the opportunity to talk with the US
Fish and Wildlife staff about bedding, height, and location of their new nesting box, and tips on when, and how to
check for nesting activity.

Who “We” Are:

This event is not sponsored by any one specific organization. It is organized by a few conservation minded
individuals. We would like to see this event continue to grow, and help the next generation get started in the right
direction. They are our future leaders, and educators.

Our Volunteer Staff and Donations come from the Waconia Lions, Carver County Pheasants Forever, Watertown
Lions, New Germany Fire Department, Carver County Ducks Unlimited, Minnesota Deer Hunters Association,
Mayer Baseball Club, Cologne Lions, US Fish & Wildlife Service, Watertown Rod & Gun Club, Hamburg Hunt & Fish
Club, Lester Prairie Sportsman Club, Burns Excavating, The Bob Roepke Memorial Fund, Minnesota Waterfowl
Assoc., and many other private citizens from the surrounding communities.



15 Years of Tradition

This has been an annual event for our group for 15 Years. The volunteer group has grown from 8 or 9 in the
beginning to a current staff of over 25. The number of youths participating in the event has also grown from 25 to
over 200.

Our Needs:

Volunteers are primarily needed to staff the building stations. No major woodworking skill is required to
volunteer. If you can drill a hole, and drive a screw, you are qualified. We will have a “How to build a duck house”
workshop 45 minutes before the opening of the event. This way everyone gets to observe the correct way to build
a duck house, and get the chance to ask questions.

What should | bring?

Each volunteer will need a few basic tools to assist in building nesting boxes. If you have the following tools
available, please bring them along. Each builder will need 1 or 2 cordless drills (2 is better, one for drilling and one
for driving screws), a Philips screw driver, a hammer, and a needle nose pliers (to hold staples while kids hammer,
it saves on the fingers!) Some things that are also helpful to bring: A kneeling pad (most of the kids are short, and
build on the cement floor), extra batteries for your drills, and chargers for your drills. The shop has many outlets.

Please bring a blaze orange hat or vest to wear during the event. This will help distinguish you as a staff person.

Event Location:

Burns Excavating
2615 County Road 21, Watertown, MN 55388
This local business allows us to use his very large shop and grounds to put on this event.

When do | need to be there? March 15" 2014

Please arrive by 8 am. This will give us ample time to show everyone “How to build a duck house”, distribute
supplies, and generally help get setup for the event. The event usually wraps up around noon.

How Can | Help?

Call or email Chip or Chad and let them know that you can help!

Chip Hentges Chad Braun

Event Coordination, Fundraising Lumber, Hardware, and Tools
chipseptic@embargmail.com cbraun76@msn.com

16762 Babcock Avenue 10276 County Road 135
Lester Prairie, MN 55354 Young America, MN 55397

952-200-3176 952-412-6572



