DRAFT COMPATIBILITY DETERMINATION
Use: Hunting

Refuge Name:  Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge

Establishing and Acquisition Authorities:  Established June 26, under the Emergency Wetlands Resources Act of 1986 (Public Law 99-645) which acknowledged the full range of wetland functions and benefits, and called for ”the conservation of the wetlands of the Nation in order to maintain the public benefits they provide and to help fulfill international obligations contained in various migratory bird treaties and conventions.” The refuge was established as an important component of the New Madrid Wetlands Project initiative which is a part of the North American Waterfowl Management Plan (NAWMP).

Refuge Purposes: The primary purposes for establishing the refuge are to protect,  restore, and manage wetlands and bottomland hardwood forest habitat; protect and enhance waterfowl habitat; provide additional breeding, migration, and wintering areas for waterfowl and other migratory birds; provide habitat for resident wildlife; protect endangered species found in the area; and provide for wildlife dependent recreation

Refuge System Mission: The mission is to administer a national network of lands and waters for the conservation, management, and where appropriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife, and plant resources and their habitats within the United States for the benefit of present and future generations of Americans.

Description of Use: Allow public hunting of resident game and migratory waterfowl on the Refuge.  All hunting activities are planned and operated with the Refuge’s primary goals and objectives as the guiding principles.  Hunting is conducted in accordance with the State of Illinois regulations and seasons in order to simplify and provide consistency between state and federal agency requirements.  However, there are exceptions to following applicable state laws when the Refuge administers further restrictions to ensure compatibility within the Refuge’s mission; some examples include the use of non-toxic shot which is required by hunters while in the field and the requirement that all portable stands must be removed by the end of each day’s hunt.  

With the exception of the Bellrose Waterfowl Reserve (Reserve), hunting is permitted throughout the Refuge.  The Reserve, which includes 1,000 acres, was established in 1993 as a sanctuary for ducks during the fall and spring migration; hunting may be used in this area as a management strategy to control population build-ups of wintering geese or to manage an excess white-tailed deer population. 
All vehicles (with the exception of utility or all-terrain vehicles) are restricted to existing county roads or designated refuge access roads. Utility and all-terrain vehicles are not permitted except by individuals with a disability possessing a Refuge Special Use Permit.  Hunting access by boat is permitted on waters owned by the Refuge; however the Cache River and associated tributaries are not designated as “public water bodies”.  Hunters are permitted on the river where the Refuge owns one side or both sides of the channel.  Otherwise use of the Cache River requires permission from the adjoining landowner.  In addition the Refuge follows the state regulation of a 10-horsepower motor restriction for safety reasons due to fluctuating /shallow water levels and the presence of numerous debris dams.
Refuge management reserves the right to change specific regulations in the future to ensure that safety requirements or management goals are met.  This may include opening newly acquired lands or periodically closing areas to hunting if there is habitat, wildlife protection, or public safety concerns.
Availability of Resources:  The Refuge has been open to public use since its establishment in 1990 and as a result access trails, parking lots, signage and other facilities were developed for visitor use/hunter access. Parking areas have been designated throughout the Refuge and three boat ramps provide access to the Cache River.  Staff to maintain these facilities are provided by the Refuge. Staff assistance to enforce Refuge rules and regulations includes shared law enforcement officers stationed at Crab Orchard NWR and Conservation Police Officers with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  
Anticipated Impacts of the Use:  Hunting has shown no environmental impacts to the Refuge, its habitats, or wildlife.  With restrictions limiting access to specific locations (Bellrose Waterfowl Reserve) and only allowing motorized vehicles at designated parking areas/access points along the perimeter of the Refuge, disturbance is minimized.  The Refuge hunting program follows all applicable federal laws, regulations and policies; including Migratory Bird Conservation Act, 50 CFR, National Wildlife Refuge System Manual, National Wildlife Refuge System goals and objectives, and the Refuge Comprehensive Management Plan.  This activity is compliant with the purpose of the Refuge and the National Wildlife Refuge System Mission; hunting does not alter the Refuge's ability to meet habitat goals, to provide for safety and it does support several of the primary objectives of the Refuge.  

Hunting is a priority public use listed in the National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997.  By offering this use on the Refuge, individuals have the opportunity to engage in a traditional outdoor activity.  Hunting also helps to further visitors' knowledge and appreciation of wildlife which can result in increased public support for and stewardship for natural resources within the Refuge.  Increased public stewardship will support and complement the Service's actions in achieving the Refuge's purposes and the mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System.  

Public Review and Comment:  Public review and written comments were solicited from the public during the development of the final Environmental Assessment and throughout the planning effort to develop a Comprehensive Conservation Plan for the Refuge and the Refuge Hunting Plan.  Hunting was not identified as an issue of concern.  

Determination:

____ Use is not Compatible
__X_Use is Compatible with the following stipulations

Stipulations Necessary to Ensure Compatibility:

1..  Follow regulations pertaining to hunting on all National Wildlife Refuges and Refuge specific regulations for Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge found in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 50 CFR 32.2. 

2.  Follow applicable state  hunting regulations developed by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Justification: 
This use has been determined compatible provided the above stipulations are implemented.  This use is being permitted as it is a priority public use and will not diminish the primary purposes of the Refuge as well as conservation of migratory birds and other wildlife.  This use meets the mission of the NWRS by providing compatible opportunities for the benefit of the American public while conserving fish, wildlife and plant resources on these lands.

Signature:  Refuge Manager:
________________________________________
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Concurrence: Regional Chief:_________________________________________







(Signature and Date)
Mandatory 15 year Re-evaluation Date: _________________________________
