COMPATIBILITY DETERMINATION

Use:  Research, Scientific Collecting, and Surveys by Third Parties
• Research: Planned, organized and systematic investigation of a scientific nature.
• Scientific collecting: Gathering of refuge natural resources or cultural artifacts for scientific purposes.
• Surveys: Scientific inventory or monitoring

Refuge Name:  Theodore Roosevelt National Wildlife Refuge Complex

Counties:  Washington, Leflore, Holmes, Humphreys, Yazoo Counties, Mississippi

Date Established: 
[bookmark: _Hlk479225458]Theodore Roosevelt National Wildlife Refuge Complex – 2004
Yazoo National Wildlife Refuge – 1936
Panther Swamp National Wildlife Refuge – 1977
Morgan Brake National Wildlife Refuge – 1980
Mathews Brake National Wildlife Refuge – 1980
Hillside National Wildlife Refuge – 1975
Holt Collier National Wildlife Refuge – 2004
Theodore Roosevelt National Wildlife Refuge –2004

[bookmark: _Hlk479673806]Establishing and Acquisition Authority:  
Theodore Roosevelt National Wildlife Refuge Complex - Theodore Roosevelt National Wildlife Refuge Act (Section 145 of PL 108-199 - the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2004.

[bookmark: _Hlk479579915][bookmark: _Hlk479581384]Yazoo National Wildlife Refuge – Migratory Bird Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 715d), Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703-712).
Panther Swamp National Wildlife Refuge – Migratory Bird Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 715d), Refuge Recreation Act (16 U.S.C. 460k-460k-4).
Morgan Brake National Wildlife Refuge – Migratory Bird Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 715d), Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 661-667e).
Mathews Brake National Wildlife Refuge – Migratory Bird Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 715d).
[bookmark: _Hlk479580360]Hillside National Wildlife Refuge – Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661-667e). 
Holt Collier National Wildlife Refuge – Theodore Roosevelt National Wildlife Refuge Act (Section 145 of PL 108-199 - the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2004).
Theodore Roosevelt National Wildlife Refuge – Theodore Roosevelt National Wildlife Refuge Act (Section 145 of PL 108-199 - the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2004).  

Refuge Purposes: 
“. . . for the protection of migratory birds . . . or any part, nest, or egg of any such bird." 16 U.S.C. 703 (Migratory Bird Treaty Act).
“... for use as an inviolate sanctuary, or for any other management purpose, for migratory birds.” 16 U.S.C. § 715d (Migratory Bird Conservation Act).
“... suitable for— (1) incidental fish and wildlife-oriented recreational development, (2) the protection of natural resources, (3) the conservation of endangered species or threatened species ...” 16 U.S.C. § 460k-1 “. . .  the Secretary ... may accept and use ... real ... property. Such acceptance may be accomplished under the terms and conditions of restrictive covenants imposed by donors ...” 16 U.S.C. § 460k-2 (Refuge Recreation Act (16 U.S.C. § 460k-460k-4), as amended).
“... for the development, advancement, management, conservation, and protection of fish and wildlife resources ..  ” 16 U.S.C. § 742f(a)(4)  “... for the benefit of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, in performing its activities and services. Such acceptance may be subject to the terms of any restrictive or affirmative covenant, or condition of servitude ...” 16 U.S.C. § 742f (b) (1) (Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956).
“Although the Complex has an overriding purpose of providing for the habitat needs of migratory birds, with an emphasis on waterfowl, each refuge within the Complex has a unique purpose and establishing legislation” (Theodore Roosevelt National Wildlife Refuge Complex CCP, dated Feb. 10, 2006).

National Wildlife Refuge System Mission: "The mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System is to administer a national network of lands and waters for the conservation, management, and where appropriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife, and plant resources and their habitats within the United States for the benefit of present and future generations of Americans" (National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act of 1966, as amended) [16 U.S.C. §668dd 668ee].

Description of Use: 
The Theodore Roosevelt National Wildlife Refuge Complex (Complex) currently offers university professors and their students, partnering federal and state agencies, scientists, contractors, and others to conduct short- and long-term research projects, monitoring studies, and surveys on refuge lands.  Research projects contribute to a better understanding of refuge wildlife and habitat resources, provide information to improve adaptive management decisions, and increase life history information on species of concern.
  
Research proposals on refuge lands are typically developed by research agencies, area universities, and colleges in coordination with the staff to support refuge special needs.  Large-scale proposals are planned with input from the refuge.  Other than staff time to review data and studies, research proposals and resultant studies are the responsibility and expense of the sponsoring school or group.  The Complex supports research by authorizing housing for scientists while they are conducting their work, by periodic habitat manipulation (e.g., mowing and disking) and by research article review.  Refuge funding maintains housing facilities.  The Complex also provides secure sites for both short- and long-term studies, particularly in bottomland forest ecosystems of the Mississippi Alluvial Valley.   

Research areas may be accessed by foot, vehicle, boat, or aerial methods.  Marking of nests and individual animals may be required. The least invasive means required to accomplish objectives will be used.
  
Availability of Resources: 
Research and monitoring is funded by grants, other government agencies, universities, or by students and volunteers.  Refuge staff involvement includes reviewing research proposals, supervising or monitoring research activities, reviewing reports, providing some equipment and vehicles, and occasionally participating in fieldwork.  Staff time is devoted to research proposal/report development and/or review, special use permit (SUP) administration, student or volunteer supervision, and vehicle maintenance.  Housing at the Headquarters Office on Panther Swamp National Wildlife Refuge (NWR), and housing at Morgan Brake and Yazoo NWRs are available to visiting researchers by special arrangement.   

Anticipated Impacts of the Use:  
Individual research projects would be evaluated by the Complex staff to determine whether the project is aligned with information needs of the refuge and surrounding landscape.  Only projects that benefit resource management would be approved.

Disturbance or removal of plants and wildlife could occur but is expected to produce only a temporary impact.  Repopulation of the removed individuals would be expected to occur over time.  Some temporary dispersal of animals around or off the refuge may occur from field activities.  Special Use Permits or Cooperative Agreements would be developed to eliminate or minimize impacts to other uses and management activities. 

Information collected from research projects will assist the refuge managers to fine-tune management activities, maximizing productivity of refuge lands.  To ensure that studies have minimal impact on refuge species and habitats, research must meet the criteria in the refuge manual and the research outline/proposal must conform to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) guidelines.  Only those studies that provide practical management data or can be used to further the science of wildlife management are approved.  If approved, access to refuge lands and waters will be limited to the least invasive means required to accomplish the activities.  Impacts on refuge purposes are all determined to be positive.  Wildlife disturbance and impacts to refuge resources and infrastructure would be controlled through stipulations in a SUP issued to each user.

Public Review and Comment:  
A Notice of Availability for Comment on the Draft Research Compatibility Determination will be posted at the Complex headquarters at 12595 MS Hwy. 149, Yazoo City, MS 39194 for public review and comment for a period of 14 days. Copies of the Draft CD will be made available to the public at those locations as well. A copy of the Notice and Draft CD will also be posted on the Complex’s website and Facebook page. 
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Use is Not Compatible

	
X
	
Use is Compatible with Following Stipulations



NEPA Compliance for Refuge Use Description:
	

	
Categorical Exclusion without Environmental Action Statement

	
X
	
Categorical Exclusion and Environmental Action Statement

	

	
Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact

	

	
Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision



This compatibility determination can be categorically excluded from further NEPA analysis under 40 CFR §1508.4, 516 DM 8.5(A)(1), 516 DM 8.5(B)(7), 516 DM 8.5(B)(9), and 516 DM 8.5(C)(5).  Further, the actions do not trigger an extraordinary circumstance as outlined under 43 CFR §46.215.  The research use is consistent with the 2006 Comprehensive Conservation Plan and associated Environmental Assessment (USFWS 2005) and Finding of No Significant Impact (USFWS 2006) for The Complex.  Environmental conditions and research operations have not changed substantially since that analysis. This compatibility determination updates and replaces the 2006 compatibility determination for research.

Stipulations Necessary to Ensure Compatibility: 
· Researchers would be required to obtain a SUP prior to conducting their research.
· Studies proposed by outside agencies/institutions would be reviewed and approved by the Complex Manager before access is authorized.
· All proposals must conform to Service guidelines and be applicable to the management needs of the Complex. 
 
Justification: 
Research will add to the base of knowledge in the field of wildlife management and will create no significant adverse effects on other refuge programs or wildlife populations. 
This use is in compliance with the Complex Comprehensive Conservation Plan (USFWS 2006) and furthers the goals and missions of the National Wildlife Refuge System and The Complex.  
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