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Butterfly Garden Kit
Locally-Adapted Native Wildflower Seed

Plant species found in this perennial mix include evening primrose, purple prairie clover, plains coreopsis, prairie cinquefoil, blanketflower, New England aster, hoary vervain, prairie rose, rough oxeye, lance-leaf coreopsis, Illinois bundleflower, pale purple coneflower, yarrow, prairie coneflower, bee balm, showy tick trefoil, grey-headed coneflower, and some prairie grass species.

Prepare a 20 sq. ft. seed bed.  Sprinkle seed on top of ground.  Pat down firmly with back of rake, block of wood, or feet.  If you are familiar with annual weeds, you may remove as needed.  Otherwise let it go.  It may take a couple years to germinate some species.   Call for a site visit if you need help with identification or cultural questions.





	







Butterfly House
Butterflies most likely to use a house are adult Compton Tortoiseshell, Gray Comma, Mourning Cloak, Red Admiral, Hoary Comma, Question Mark and other species that hibernate over the winter.  Although most houses go unoccupied by butterflies, they certainly add an ornamental focal point to the butterfly garden.
Mount the house in a sunny location, out of the wind, on a sturdy object of variable height according the surrounding plants.  Make sure the tree bark inside does not block the entrance.   Ensure paint or stain is dry prior to use.
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Common Milkweed Plant
This family of perennial plants is critical to the survival of the monarch butterfly, a species whose numbers have drastically declined over the past several years.   Milkweeds support the entire life cycle of monarchs and provide the only food source for the insect in its larval stages.
As the center piece of your garden, plant or protect until the threat of frost has passed.  Thanks to Donna Hazelwood, DSU, for starting the plants from seed!







Enjoy!!!
This garden will benefit many other pollinator species.  The use of insecticides will severely stress or kill any insects trying to use your new habitat!
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