U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE

Welcome to Necedah
National Wildlife Refuge’s
Boghaunter Trail

Trail Wildlife & Habitats:

The Boghaunter Trail consists of
three separate loops, each showcasing
a variety of wildlife and habitats.

The Meadow Beauty Loop is 0.8
mile hike that offers mostly level
hiking of mowed trail passing through
flowering meadows.

The Boardwalk Loop winds through
1.75 miles of native sedge meadow
and prairie across boardwalks and
mowed grass.

The Tamarack Loop stretches over
3.6 miles of mowed trail. Some hills
and a longer trail offer hikers more of
a challenge winding through a wide
variety of habitats including marshes
and forests.

Named after the ringed boghaunter
dragonfly, this trail system takes you
through wet meadows and edges of
patchy forests that this rare and
beautiful dragonfly calls home.

Watch for boghaunters to emerge
from wet areas with sedges from
April to early June. The rest of
summer will host a transitioning
assortment of other dragonflies of all
sizes and colors.
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Wetter areas of the refuge support a
number of other species including:
sora rails, American bitterns, great
blue herons, sandhill cranes, bank
swallows, and common snipe. Rare
species that need this type of habitat
are Blanding’s turtles and whooping
cranes.

Upland savanna habitat hosts a
variety of plants, birds and mammals.
Patches of trees, in all stages of life,
provide great habitat for red-headed
woodpeckers, eastern kingbirds, tree
swallows, yellow warblers, and
eastern bluebirds. Mammals include
white-tail deer, porcupine, and even
gray wolves.
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