
Welcome 

This goose, J.v.,,•ul/ .• ~u 

ayJN "Ding"Darling, 
has become the 
symbol of tlze 
National Wildlife 
Refuge System. 

The national wildlife refuges 
along the Souris River in North 
Dakota -- Des Lacs (19, 554 acres), 
J. Clark Salyer (58,700 acres), and 
Upper Souris (32,092 acres) --were 
all established in 1935. Impmtant 
habitats found on these refuges 
include restored marshes, remnant 
tracts of native grass, lowland 
meadows, impounded lakes, 
wooded sandhills, river. bottoms, 
and brush-covered coulees. 

While watedowl, pelicans, tundra 
swans, grouse, and cranes a1·e 
spectaculm·, a variety of other species 
of interest may be found. Birders 
come from all over the country looking 
for Sprague's pipits, and Baird's and 
LeConte's sparrows. In addition, as 
many as six species of grebes may be 
found. Species found on these refuges 
since 1935 total 308, of which 30 are 
accidentals and one is extirpated. 
About 169 species are known to have 
nested on these refuges, and 150 of 
these species nest regularly. 
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Accessibility 
Information 

Ron Martin for their contribution 
in compiling this list. Observers are 
encouraged to contact Gordon at 
PO Box 46, Upham, ND 58789, or 
Ron at 16900 125th St. SE, Sawyer, 
ND 58781, for further information 
and to share observations. 

Equal opportunity to participate 
in and benefit from progTams and 
activities of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Se1vice is available to all individuals 
regardless of physical o1· mental 
ability. For visitors using TTY, contact 
the North Dakota Relay Se1vice at 
1 800 I 366 6888. For more infonm1tion 
or to address accessibility needs, please 
contact the U.S. Department of the 
Interior, Office of Equal Opportunity, 
1849 C Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 
20240, or the staff from any of the 

, three refuges. 

Checklist 

Seasons Q( 
Occu?·rence: 

Abundance 
Categories: 

Sp Spring (March-May) 
S Summer (June-July) 
F Fall (August-November) 
W Winter (December-February) 

The following abundance categories 
indicate the peak daily and seasonal 
totals of birds that may be seen by an 
active, experienced observer spending 
at least 8 hours per week sampling all 
types of habitats on these refuges. 

a Abundant: 
> 125 per day, > 600 per season 

c Common: 
25-125 per day, 
125-600 per season 

f Fairly Common: 
5-25 per day, 
25-125 per season 

u Uncommon: 
1-5 per day, 
5-25 per season 

r Rare: 
1-5 per season 

o Occasional: 
Small numbers seen at 
intervals of 2-10 years 

• Nested: 
Species which have nested 

(i) Irregular: 
Indicates a species which is 
irregular; the abundance 
category indicates the 
numbers expected in 
peak years. 

Extirpated as a breeding species 

2 Last observed 1956 



Common Bird Name Sp s F w 
Loons 
_Common Loon r 0 r 

Grebes 
• Pied-billed Grebe f f r 

~Horned Grebe f 
~ Red-necked Grebe 0 

~ Eared Grebe a 
·Western Grebe c 

_ Clark'~ Grebe r 

Pelicans 
_ Amelican White Pelican c c c 

Cormorants 
_:Double-crested Cormorant c c c 

Bitterns, Herons, and Egrets 
• American Bittern 1 u u u 

- Least Bittern __ -.~I o o o 
~Great Blue~H~e:<:.r.:!..on!.!.,_ ______ -rfo...' ~f~..!._f _ _ 
=:GreatE§~~·e~t~--------------~o __ ~o~~o __ 
_:Snowy Egret o o o -

tle Blue Heron · Lit 
~Ca 
- ·Bla 

ttle Egret (i) 
ck-crowned Night-Heron 

and Spoonbills Ibises 
Wh ite-faced Ibis 

orld Vultures NewW 
_'I\_! l'kev Vulture 

Swan s, Geese, and Ducks 
·eater White-fronted Goose Gt 

-Sn ow GoQse 

o ! o , 0 
I f f f !1 

f f f J 

I 

0 0 0 

r r I 

I 
f f 
a 0 a 0 

-Ross' Goose ~Canada~G~o~o~s_e _____________ ~~---~----~ ~ 
u 

c a 0 

lTl·umpete~l·~S~w~a~nL-_ __________ r---~~---
Tundra s~,\~,a~n~---------------'=-----7-------"~­

0 0 

c 
~Woocl~D~u~ck~-------­
~Gadwall 

f 
a 

• American.~W~ig~·e~on~------------
• American Black Duck 

I c 

~Mallard 
~Biue-\~n-ed~T~e~al~---------

- Cinnamon Teal 
--: N01thern Shoveler 
--: Notthern ~P~in!.!!ta~il ___________ _ 

• Green-win,t:?ge""d~T""'e""'al~----­
_: Canvasback 

, o 
a 
a 
0 

a 
a 
f 
c 

0 a 
f f 

0 r 
c a _o_ 
c 
~ 

a 
0 ,__, 
c a 
c ~ 
u c ,__Q_ 
f c 

Common Bird Name Sp s F w 
• Redhead c f a 
• Ring-necked Duck f r f 

Greater Scaup r r 
• L~ser Scaup a u a 0 

Surf Scoter 
White-winged Scoter 
Black Scoter 

== Long-tailed Duck (fin·merl11 Oldsquaw) 1' 
I ..-

·Bufflehead c 1' c 
=: Common Goldeneye c 
_:Hooded Merganser f f 

Common Merganser 
=: Red-breasted Merganser 
_: Ruddy Duck 

Osprey, Kites, Hawks, and Eagles 
_ Ospre , r 1' 

_ Bald Eagle f 0 f 1' 

• Northern Harrier c f c r-9---
• Sharg-shinned Hawk f f f l' 

_: Cooper's Hawk ll u u 
N 01thern Goshawk 0 X l' 

• Broad-~nged Hawk u 0 u 
• Swainson's Hawk f u f 

--: Red-tailed Hawk c f c 0 

• Ferrug!J1ous Hawk r-
_ Rough-legged Hawk 1' 

_ Golden Eagle_ 1' 

Falcons and Caracaras 
_:American Kestrel u f _ 

Merlin ll u 
=: Gy!'falcon 

- ..--
0 0 

Peregrine Falcon r ~ r o 
~ ,__....._. 

Prairie Falcon 0 r 1' 

Gallinaceous Birds 
_: Gray Partlidge u u u u 
_: Ring-necked Pheasant f f f f 

• Ruffed Grouse u u ll ;-1L 
• Sha1·p-tailed Grouse f f f f 

_g Greater Praitie-Chicken (Exth·pated) 
_:Wild Tm·key u u u ll 

I r 
.---

Rails 
• Yellow Rail 0 l' 

• Virgjnja Rail u ll u 
· Sora c c c 
• Ametican Coot a a a 



Common Bird Name Sp 

Cranes 
~Sandhill Crane - -·- a 
_ Wh.Qo_Ring Crane 0 

Plovers 
_Black-bellied Plover f 
_American Golden-Plover f 
_Se~lmare~d~P~lo~v~e~r ________ __ u 
~Piping Plover , _Q 

· Killdeer 

Stilts and Avocets 
__:American Avocet 

Sandpipers and Phalaropes 
Greater Yellowleg§ __________ -t 

_ I,.esser Y ellowleg§ 
_ Solita1 Sand i er 
_:Willet 
__: fu2_otred Sandpiper 
__:Upland Sandpiper 
_ Hudsonian Godwit 
__:Marbled God--'-'-Wl"'"""t ____ _ 

Ruddy Turnstone 
Red Knot 

_.Sanderlin'=---=--=---=--=-------­
- SemiJ2almared SandJ2iper 
_Western SandJ2iper 
_Least SandJ2iper ---

c 

u 

a 
0 

c 
_ Whire-rumped SandJ2iper , a 
_ Bail:9's SandpiJ2er 
_Pectoral SandJ2iper 

Dunlin 
_ Stilt _SandJ2iJ2er 
_ 13uff-breasred SandJ2iJ2er 

Short-billed Dowitcher 
_ Lon -billed Dowitcher 
__: Qommon Sni12e 
__:Wilson's Phalaro e 
_Red-necked Phalaro e 

Skuas, Jaegers, Gulls, and Terns 
~ FrankHn's Gull 
_Bona~te~·s~G7.ull~------------r 
~ Ring-bill'-"'e"'=d ~G'=ull~----­
_: California Gull 
_Her1'ing Gull=-------------+­
~Common Tern 
__: Forste1Js Tern 

c 
c 

c 
a 

a 

I 

s F w 

r a 
0 

f I 
f 

u u 
0 0 
c c _ 

f c 

_f _ _ 
c 
u 

I f ~ 
f 

c 
0 0 ---
f c 
f 0 

f c 
f c I 

0 

c = 
0 

f f 
c a 
u c 
a a 
a a 

a Ia 
1' u 
c a 
r u 

u 
r f 
f f a ~Black Tern ---------------t-~---=---=::o.__-

D 

p 

) 

Commo n Bird Name Sp S F W 

Pigeons 
· Rock 

---;Mom 

and Dov-es 
Dove 

·ning Dove 
u ___!!_ u u 

---~-----~~c~~c a ~ 

Cuckoos 
• Blac 
Yello -

Typical Owls 
• Eastern Screech-Owl 

---;Great .HOri1ea Owl 
- Snowy Owl 

• Btu-rmving Owl 
_: Long-eared Owl (i) 

• Shol"l,-ecu·ed Owl (i) 
B01·eal Owl 
N01'thern Saw-whet Owl 

Nightjars 
_:Common Nighthawk 

• Common Poorwill = Wl1ip-poor-will 

Swifts 
_ Chimney Swift 

Hummingbirds 

u r 

1' .....___ 
0 ""---
r 0 

u r ,__ 
._2_ 

0 ~ 0 0 

u r u 
~ 

0 0 0 

0 

0 

1' _: Huby-throaled H umming.:::bil=-·d::__ ___ -+-::.__-=--=--+--

Kingfishers 
_:Belted lGJ]Ifisher u u u 

Woodpeckers 
_: Red-headed Woodpecker ______ -+-=-+-.-=:_._ 
_:Yellow-bellied Sa_Qsucker 
~Downy Wooi!Q_ecker 
_: Haily Wood.2_ecker 

• No1thern Flicker 

Tyrant Flycatchers 
r r r 

0 

------- _____, -r--
Olive-sided Flycatcher 
Western Wood-Pewee 

---;Eastern Wood-Pewee 
= Yell ow-bellied Flycatcher 
_:Alder Flycatcher 
_:Willow Flycatcher 

0 0 0 
f f f 

_: Least Flycatcher 
• Eastern Phoebe 
• ~ay's Phoebe 

_: Great Crested Flycatcher 

Tyrant Flycatchers. continued on next page 



Common Bird Name Sp s F w Common Bird Name 

Tyrant Flycatchers, continued Thrushes 
~Western Kingbird c c c • Eastem Bluebird 
~ Eastern Kingbird c c c -;Mountain Bluebird 

'L'ownsend's Solit<tirc 
Shrikes • Veer.v 
~ Loggerheag Shrike r r 0 Gray-chccl<ed 'l'hrush 

Northern Shrike 

I" 
u u Swainson's Thntsh 

llm·mil Thrush 
Vireos _: Amel'ica n Robin 
~Yellow-throated Vireo u u u ,__., 

Blue-headed Vireo u u Mimic Thrushes 
· Warbling Vireo f f f _: C:ray Catbird 

_ PhiladelQhia Vireo r 0 r Northcl'l1 Mockingbird 
~ Red-e.Yed Vireo c c • Brown Thrashe1· 

Crows, Jays, and Magpies Starlings 
· Blue Ja u f u _: European Starling c f a u 
• Black-billed Maglli_e I' f f 
• American Crow r a u Wagtails and Pipits 
• Common Raven I' 1' 0 0 _ Amcl'ic·an Pipil u f 

Larks 
_: S1)1'agu<!'s Pip il f f \.!_ __ 

~Horned Lark a f a f Waxwings 
Bohemian Waxwing (i) c c c 

Swallows · Cedar WaX\\~ng f~ c u 
~ PurQle Mrutin f f f 

• Tree Swallow c I' u Wood Warblers 
• N mthern Rough-winged Swallow f f 1' Tenness<.•e Wat·biC'r 
• Bank Swallow a c a • Orange-et'OWill'd Warbler 

-; Cliff Swallow a a a-+-- Nashville Wa t•hll•t· 
~Barn Swallow a c a Northcm P;lt 'tt la 

• Yellow Wat·bltlr 
Titmice and Chickadees CheRlnulrRiclrd Wm·hlt• t· 
~ Black-caQQed Chickadee f f f f = Magnolia Ww·blrt· 

_ Cape May Wurbl1•r 
Nuthatches 131acl<-lhroal<'d Uhw Warbler 
~Red-breasted Nuthatch (Q 1' u 1' Y ellow-nmltJC'd Wnrhl(•t· 
~White-breasted Nuthatch u u u Blacl<-lhroult•d <:n'l'll Warhl<'r 

Blackhnmi11n Warlth•t· 
Creepers Palm Wat·hlcr· 
_ Brown CreeQer u 1' Bay-lli'Casl<'<l Wud,l<•t· 

Blad<poll Warbler 
Wrens · l3 lack-ancl-whilc W11rl>let· 

· Rock Wren r r 1' • Atucl'ican H.cdslm'L 
• House Wren c c c • Ovenbit·d 
Winter Wren Q -: NorLhern Wat.crlhntsh 

· Sedge Wren i c c c ,_ Connecticut Warbler 
• Mat'Sh Wren c c c = Motu·ning_ Wru·bler u 0 

MacGillivray's Warbler o _ 
Kinglets • Common Yellowthroat c c c 

Golden-crowned Kinglet f f l' 
_ Ruby-cr·owned Kinglet f f Wood Warblers, continued on ne.tl page 

LJ D 
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Common Bird Name Sp s F w 
Wood Warblers, cantinued 

Wilson's Warbl~r u f 
Canada Warbler r r 

·Yellow-breasted Chat 1' ! r 0 

Tanagers 
• Scarlet Tanager Q_ 0 

Western Tanager 0 

I I 
Sparrows and Towhees 

f f f _:Spotted Towhee 
Eastern Towhee 0 0 -
American Tree Sparrow a a .1 u 

• Chipping SparrQw c u c 
_: Clay-colored Sparrow a a a 
_: Field Sparrow r ] r r 

• Vesper Sparrow c J c c 
• Lark Sparrow u u r 
• Lark Bunting_(!L u l u u 
• Savannah SparrQw r a r c a 
• Grasshopper Sparrow (!2_ c c c 
• Baird's Sparrow .ill f ] f f 

--: LeConte's Sparrow (i) f J f f 
• Nelson's Sharp-tailed ~arrow f f f J 
Fox Sparrow r u 

• Song Sparrow ________ -i :o::--.r--=--r--::----~o_ 

Lincoln's Sparrow 
• Swamp Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow -----7' 

= Han is's Sparrow 
White-crowned ~arrow ------t--= 

= Dark-eyed _Junco 
• McCown's Lon~pw· 
Lapland LongsJLw· 
Smith's Long§pur 

--:Chestnut-collared Lon~r 
- Snow Bunting 

Cardinals, Grosbeaks, and Allies 

a 

I ~ . 
r 
u 
~ 

f 

r 
c 0 
c 0 

f 
0 a 1' 

0 : 0 
t a u 

r 
u u 

a c 

f f 
r J r 0 
r r r 

• Rose-breasted Gro~bea~k'-------+ 
• Black-headed Grosbet;:.!a!!lk~----¥-+~r--+--
• Lazuli Bunting 

r 1 r r I 
o l o 0 

• Indigo Bunting 
• Dickcissel 

I 
Blackbirds and Orioles 

·Bobolink c c f 
a a a 0 

J-: a a 0 

0 
0 

• Red-winged Blackbird 
· Western Meadowlark~-:------t 
• Yellow-headed-!E~ll!!!ac~k~b!fir1!.d ____ _!_!~~7-+-:~ 

=Rusty Blackbird 

I 

~ 

I 

Common 8 ird Namo 

's Hlnt'ltblrd • Brewer 
--: Commo II ( : I'JII'idt1 

lll'lldtod ( 'owhh·d 
I ( )rioh• 

-:Brown 
--: Orch:u·t 
--: Baltimt ll't' ( ll·ioh• 

Finchos 
Pine t:1 

_ Purple 
'O!o!IWH It ( i) 
Jo'illl'll 
!•'inch 
·ossbill (i) 

·House 
-: Red C1 

White-- Comm 
=Hoary 

winged Crossbill (i) 
on Redpoll (i) 
Redpoll 

• Pine Si skin Q) 
-:Ameri can Goldfinch 

ng Grosbeak -
_Eveni 

Old World Sparrows 
Spat'l'O'!Y..._ __: House 

Birds rare ly seen on the refuges 
ut of their normal range: and are o 

Pacific 
- Brown 

Loon 
Pelican -

Tncolored Heron 
- Green Het·on 
- Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 
-White Ibis _ 
- Fulvous Whistling-Duck 
- Ew·asian Wigeon 
-Harlequin Duck 
- Red-shouldet·ed Hawk 
- Black-necked Stilt 

Whim brei 
= Long-billed Ctii'IC'w 

American Wooclt•ot'lt 
- Glaucoug Gull 
- Black-lcggt•d 1{11 t iwalw 
- Bcu·n Owl 

BHIT('(I Owl 
- Rcissm· lailt•d l•'ly<·ult·ht•t• 
- Yiol!'lrgl'l'<'ll Swnllow 

SH).W ' l'hi'HHIH't' 
' l'ownHt'tHI's Wul'l>lt> t' 
Pl'olhonoliii'.Y Wndth•r 
llooclt'd Wul'lth•t' 
Hem;low's SpHt'I'OW 

- Golden tl'owtu •d Spnrt'ow 
-Bullock's Ol'ioltt = Le~ser Goldlinl'11 

Sp s F w 
r f' 11 () 

n (' II 0 

ll u 
r (I 

f r 

II u 
II II I' 

\.1 ll II I' 

II u t' 
0 u 
l' II 

II 

() c t' 
( ' (! ll 

II II 

t' 


