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ireat RiverNationalWildlife RefugeBirdChecklist
lean of the Mississippi Flyway

~ach spring and fall, for thousands of years the Mississippi
Uver valley has served as one of the most important bird
nigration corridors in North America. This is when millions
Ifbirds representing over 290 different species, make their
ong journeys to their winter havens, then back again to
heir spring breeding grounds. Along the way these hearty
nigrants rely on the waters, wetlands, forests and fields
Lllalong the Mississippi River for places to rest and feed.

dany different Native American cultures lived along
he river and each had its own name for the river, but
hese names all meant the same thing, "Great River".
)ne of these names was adapted by early European
~xplorers to become the modern name "Mississippi".

roday the Great River National Wildlife Refuge protects
llld manages over 15,000 acres of vital floodplain habitat
icattered in three separate units, referred to as Divisions
dong 75 miles of the river. These Divisions include the Fox
sland Division located a few miles south of Alexandria,
dissouri; the Long Island Division located a few miles
lOrth of Quincy, Illinois; and the Delair Division near
=>leasantHill, Illinois. Due to their isolated and remote
ocations in the floodplain, both the Fox Island and Long
:sland Divisions have very poor access and offer very
ittle opportunity for bird watching or other public uses.
rhe Delair Division remains closed to all public uses.

rhe best location to view a myriad ofbirds and other wildlife is
;he Clarence Cannon National Wildlife Refuge located along
;heMississippi River near Annada, Missouri. This 3,750 acre
'efuge is also managed by the staff of the Great River National
Nildlife Refuge. This floodplain refuge has numerous
nanaged wetlands and a mix of grasslands, cultivated fields,
md bottomland forests. As the seasons change, water levels
ire raised or lowered in different wetlands to create a variety
)f conditions that benefit many kinds of birds including
;vaterfowl, shorebirds, wading and marsh birds. These
Efferent conditions provide critical feeding and resting areas
luring the spring and fall migrations, as well as secure nesting
;ites during the summer. The headquarters for both refuges
s located on the Clarence Cannon National Wildlife Refuge.

rhe Mississippi flyway,one of four major migration routes on
;he continent, is best known for the spectacular numbers of
lucks and geese that follow the rivers and ply the wetlands
~ach spring and fall. But this great flyway serves a vital
'ole for many other kinds of birds as well. At the very
1eart of this flyway are the Great River National Wildlife
Refuge and the Clarence Cannon National Wildlife Refuge.

This list contains more than 290 species of birds
observed on the Great River and Clarence Cannon
National Wildlife Refuges. The information is obtained
from refuge personnel and other interested birders,
such as yourself. Visiting birders are encouraged to
share their rare or unusual sightings with refuge staff!

Legend
S - March-May
s - June-August
F- September-November
W - December-February

a - abundant, very numerous
c - common, certain to be seen in suitable habitat
u - uncommon, present but not certain to be seen
0 - occasional, seen only a few times during the season
r -rare, seen only at intervals of 2 to 4 years
* - nesting species

(En) - Endangered
(Th) - Threatened

CommonName S s F W

SWANS,GEESE,DUCKS
Greater White-fronted Goose u
Snow Goose c
Ross's Goose........................................-

- * Canada Goose a
- Trumpeter Swan r

Tundra Swan r
* Wood Duck a

Gadwall c
- American Wigeon a

American Black Duck u
* Mallard a

- * Blue-winged TeaL a
Northern Shoveler a
Northern PintaiL a

- * Green-winged TeaL a
Canvasback c
Redhead o
Ring-necked Duck c
Greater Scaup 0
Lesser Scaup c
Bufflehead u

- Common Goldeneye c
- * Hooded Merganser c

Common Merganser u
Red-breasted Merganser u
Ruddy Duck c
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a c
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a 0
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a -
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0 0
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0 0
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GROUSE& TURKEYS
- * Ring-necked Pheasant.......................r r r r
- * Wild Turkey.........................................c c c c

QUAIL
* Northern Bobwhite............................c c c u-

LOONS
Common Loon.....................................o 0 r-

GREBES
* Pied-billed Grebe ...............................c c c u-

Horned Grebe ....................................0 r 0 0
Eared Grebe .......................................r - --

PELICANS
American White Pelican.............. ......c u c-

CORMORANTS
* Double-crested Cormorant............ ...0 0 0-

HERONS& BITTERNS
* American Bittern......................... ......u u 0-
* Least Bittern............................... .......u u 0-
* Great Blue Heron...............................c c c u

- * Great Egret.........................................c c c
- * Snowy Egret.......................................u u -

Little Blue Heron........................ .......u c c
- * Cattle Egret................................. .......0 u 0

* Green Heron................................ .......c c c
- * Black-crowned Night-Heron....... .....c u u
- * Yellow-crowned Night-Heron...........c u u

IBISES
Glossy Ibis .........................................- r --
White-faced Ibis ....................... ........r - r-

VULTURES
* TurkeyVulture....................................cc c

HAWKS& EAGLES
Osprey..................................................u 0 u-
Mississippi Kite........................... .......0 0 -

== * Bald Eagle (Th)..................................c u c c
Northern Harrier.......................... .....c r c c-
Sharp-shinned Hawk.................. ......u r u u== * Cooper's Hawk........................... .......u u u c
Northern Goshawk............................r - 0 r-

* Red-shouldered Hawk......................u u c u-
Broad-winged Hawk.................. .......0 0 0 --

* Red-tailed Hawk................................c c c c-



CommonName S s F W CommonName S s F W CommonName S s F W

Rough-legged Hawk................... ......u - u u Wilson's Phalarope.............................r r r - *Yellow-belliedSapsucker...................c u c r
- -

Golden Eagle.......................................r - r r Red-necked Phalarope.......................r - r - - * DownyWoodpecker............................c c c c
- -

- * Hairy Woodpecker..............................u u u u

FALCONS GULLS& TERNS * Northern Flicker................................c c c c

* American KestreL....................... ......c c c c Franklin's GulL..................................0 0 r == * Pileated Woodpecker..........................c c c c
- -

Merlin...................................................r - r - Bonaparte's Gull.................................u - u r
-

Peregrine Falcon ...............................0
-

Ring-billed Gull...................................a FLYCATCHERSr 0 - u a c- -
Herring Gull........................................c r c c Olive-sidedFlycatcher.......................0 r 0

- -
RAILS& COOTS Thayer's GuIL.....................................r - r * Eastern Wood-Pewee.........................c c c

- -
YellowRail......................... ..........0 - - - Glaucous GulL....................................r - r Yellow-belliedFlycatcher...................u 0 u

- * King RaiL............................................u
-

Caspian Tern.......................................u == *Acadian Flycatcher.............................cu u - 0 u - c c-
- *Virginia RaiL......................................u 0 r - Common Tern.....................................0 r 0 - Alder Flycatcher.................................r 0 r

- -
* Sora......................................................c u u Forster's Tern.....................................u 0 u - WillowFlycatcher...............................o 0 0

- - -
* Common Moorhen..............................o 0 0 - Least Tern (En)..................................- r 0 Least Flycatcher.................................u 0 u

- - -
* American Coot....................................a u a u Black Tern...........................................c 0 u - * Eastern Phoebe ..................................u u u

- -
- * Great Crested Flycatcher .................c c c

CRANES PIGEONS & DOVES - * Eastern Kingbird......................... ......c c c

Sandhill Crane............................. .......r r r r Rock Pigeon................................. .......0 0 0 0-
- * Mourning Dove...................................c SHRIKESc c c

PLOVERS - * Loggerhead Shrike...................... ......0 u u 0

Black-bellied Plover................... ........c - 0 - CUCKOOS

American Golden-Plover....................u - 0 - Black-billed Cuckoo...........................0 r 0 VIREOS

Semipalmated Plover.........................u
-

*Yellow-billedCuckoo..........................c - *White-eyed Vireo................................uu u - c c u u u
-

Piping Plover (En)....................... ......r r - - Bell's Vireo..........................................0 0 r
- -

* Killdeer.................................................c c c r BARNOWLS *Yellow-throatedVireo........................c c c
- -

Blue-headed Vireo..............................u* Barn Owl............................ .......r r r - r u

AVOCETS& STILTS
-

- *Warbling Vireo....................................c c c

American Avocet.................................r r r OWLS Philadelphia Vireo..............................0 r 0
-

* Eastern Screech-OwL......................c c c c - * Red-eyed Vireo...................................c u c

SANDPIPERS
-

* Great Horned OwL...........................c c c c

Greater Yellowlegs.............................c
-

* Barred OwL........................................c CROWS& JAYSc c - c c c- -
Lesser Yellowlegs...............................c c c - Long-eared OwL...............................- r 0 - * Blue Jay...............................................c c c c

- -
Solitary Sandpiper..............................c c c - Short-eared OwL........................ ......r - 0 u *American Crow...................................c c c c

- - -
Willet....................................................r r r Fish Crow............................................0 0 0-

- * Spotted Sandpiper..............................c c c - NIGHTJARS
Upland Sandpiper...............................o r r - - * Common Nighthawk.........................u c c LARKS
Red Knot ...........................................- 0 0 - Chuck-will's-widow.............................0 r - - * Horned Lark.......................................c c c c-
Sanderling (P).....................................o - 0 - - *Whip-poor-will....................................u 0 0 -

Semipalmated Sandpiper...................c c c - SWALLOWS

Western Sandpiper.............................r r r - SWIFTS - * Purple Martin.....................................c c c

Least Sandpiper..................................c c c - - * Chimney Swift....................................c c c - * Tree Swallow.......................................c a a

White-rumped Sandpiper ......... .....0
- r == * Northern Rough-winged Swallowc..c c u

Baird's Sandpiper ...........................0 0 0 - HUMMINGBIRDS * Bank Swallow......................................c c c-
Pectoral Sandpiper....................... ......c c c - - * Ruby-throated Hummingbird...... ....c c 0 - * Cliff Swallow........................................c c c-
Dunlin..................................................u r u - * Barn Swallow......................................c c c-
Stilt Sandpiper....................................r 0 0 - KINGFISHERS
Buff-breasted Sandpiper.............. .....- 0 0 - - *Belted Kingfisher................................c c c 0 CHICKADEES& TITMICE
Short-billed Dowitcher.......................u u u - * Carolina Chickadee ........................u u u

Long-billed Dowitcher.......................u u u - WOODPECKERS == *Black-capped Chickadee...................c c c c

- *Wilson's Snipe.....................................c r c 0 - * Red-headed Woodpecker...................c c c c * Tufted Titmouse.................................c c c c

* American Woodcock..........................c c c - - * Red-bellied Woodpecker....................c c c c-



CommonName S s F W CommonName S s F W

Cape May Warbler 0
Black-throated Blue Warbler r
Yellow-rumpedWarbler c
Black-throated Green Warbler u
Blackburnian Warbler o

- * Yellow-throated Warbler 0
Pine Warbler o
Palm Warbler c
Bay-breasted Warbler 0

- Blackpoll Warbler u
* Cerulean Warbler 0

- Black-and-white Warbler c
- *American Redstart c== *Prothonotary Warbler c

Worm-eating Warbler r
Ovenbird u
Northern Waterthrush c

- * Louisiana Waterthrush u
* Kentucky Warbler 0

- Connecticut Warbler r
- Mourning Warbler 0

* Common Yellowthroat c
Hooded Warbler r
Wilson's Warbler o
Canada Warbler 0

- *Yellow-breasted Chat r

TANAGERS
- * Summer Tanager u
- * Scarlet Tanager u

SPARROWS
* Eastern Towhee u

- American Tree Sparrow c
- * Chipping Sparrow c
- Clay-colored Sparrow r
- * Field Sparrow c
- Vesper Sparrow u
- Lark Sparrow o
- * Savannah Sparrow u
- Grasshopper Sparrow 0
- Fox Sparrow u
- * Song Sparrow c
- Lincoln's Sparrow o
- * Swamp Sparrow c

White-throated Sparrow c
Harris's Sparrow. r
White-crowned Sparrow c
Dark-eyed Junco c
Lapland Longspur 0
Snow Bunting r

0

u

c

u

r
c

0

0
c
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c
u
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AccidentalSpecies
Brant
Mute Swan
Cinnamon Teal
White-winged Seater
Black Seater
Barrow's Goldeneye
Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow

Western Grebe
Purple Gallinule
Black-necked Stilt
Marbled Godwit
Ruddy Turnstone
Snowy Owl

NUTHATCHES
- Red-breasted Nuthatch ....................0 u 0

*White-breasted Nuthatch .................c c c c-

CREEPERS
- * Brown Creeper....................................u 0 u u

WRENS
- * Carolina Wren.....................................c c c 0

* House Wren.........................................c c c --
Winter Wren.......................................u u 0

- * Sedge Wren.........................................u c u
* Marsh Wren........................................u u u-

KINGLETS& GNATCATCHERS
- Golden-crownedKinglet.....................c c 0
- Ruby-crowned Kinglet........................c c r
- * Blue-gray Gnatcatcher ......................c c u

THRUSHES
* Eastern Bluebird................................c c c u

- Veery......................................................u0 u
- Gray-cheeked Thrush.........................u 0 u
- Swainson's Thrush..............................u 0 u

Hermit Thrush ...................................u - u r-
*WoodThrush.......................................o u 0 --
*American Robin..................................a a a 0-

THRASHERS
- * GrayCatbird.......................................c c c 0
- * Northern Mockingbird ....................u u 0 r

* Brown Thrasher..................................c c c 0-

STARLINGS
- *EuropeanStarling..............................aa a a

PIPITS
American Pipit....................................o - 0-

WAXWINGS
- * Cedar Waxwing...................................c u c u

WOODWARBLERS
Blue-winged,Warbler.........................0 r 0
Golden-wingedWarbler.....................0 r 0
Tennessee Warbler.............................c 0 c
Orange-crowned Warbler..................u u
Nashville Warbler...............................c 0 c u-

* Northern Parula.................................u 0 0 u-
*YellowWarbler....................................u u u-

Chestnut-sided Warbler ....................u 0 u-
MagnoliaWarbler...............................u 0 u u-

0
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r u
- u
r r
u c
c c
c c
r u
0 u
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r u
r u

r
r r
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r r
u u
u u
u u

u u
u u

u u
- c
c c
- r
c c
u u
u 0
0 u
0 0
- u
c c
r 0
0 c

c
r
c
c
0
0

GROSBEAKS& BUNTINGS
* Northern Cardinal.............................c c c c-
* Rose-breasted Grosbeak...................u u c== * Indigo Bunting....................................c c c
* Dickcissel.............................................c c c-

BLACKBIRDS& ORIOLES
Bobolink...............................................U 0 0== * Red-winged Blackbird .......................a a a c

* Eastern Meadowlark................... ......c c c u
Western Meadowlark ......................c c c r
Yellow-headed Blackbird ................r r r -

Rusty Blackbird..................................u - u r
Brewer's Blackbird ............................r - r r-

* Common Grackle................................a a a c-
Great-tailed Grackle ..........................r r --

* Brown-headed Cowbird.....................c c c u-
* Orchard Oriole....................................u u 0
* Baltimore Oriole.................................c c c

FINCHES
Purple Finch.......................................u u u-

* House Finch........................................c c c c
Pine Siskin...........................................o - 0 0

* American Goldfinch............................c c c c
Evening Grosbeak..............................r - r r-

OLD WORLDSPARROWS

- * House Sparrow...................................c c c c
- *Eurasian Tree Sparrow ...................c c c c


