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Welcome: 
Endangered Songbird Destination
Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife 
Refuge offers some of the best bird-
watching and habitat left in Texas for 
two endangered songbirds—the Black-
capped Vireo and the Golden-cheeked 
Warbler.

Both songbirds face a common dilemma. 
They depend on very specialized habitats 
to make a living, and those places 
grow fewer by the day in the wake of 
development and human activity. That’s 
why this refuge has a critical role to play in 
both preserving and restoring their homes.

Wildlife: Melting Pot For Rarities
When you enter Balcones Canyonlands 
NWR, you may not realize that these hills 
carpeted in juniper and hardwood trees 
fall at the juncture of the Great Plains 
and the Gulf Coast bioregions. Life at 
nature’s intersections tends to be rich 
and unusual. Add the unusual limestone 
geology of the Edwards Plateau and it’s 
not surprising to find plants and animals 
adapted to live here and nowhere else.

Help Us Protect the Refuge
Please help us take care of our Texas 
Hill Country heritage. To safeguard the 
endangered wildlife and unique habitats 
of Balcones Canyonlands NWR, we do 
not allow camping, fishing, pets, alcoholic 
beverages, firearms, open fires and 
collecting of plants, animals, fossils or 
artifacts. The use of electronic devices to 
call birds is strictly prohibited.

Things to Do at the Refuge
Four areas are open to the public that 
provide an overview to the diversity 
found on the refuge. Warbler Vista, 
Doeskin Ranch, and the Shin Oak Deck 
are open during daylight hours. The 
photo blind overlooking Turtle Pond and 
the Post Oak Creek Trail at the refuge 
office are all open to visitors from 8:00 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m., during weekdays, but 
excluding federal holidays. Drive slowly 
along scenic Cow Creek Road, enjoying 
views of 750 foot tall limestone bluffs and 
terraced hills on your way between the 
north and south ends of the refuge. Allow 
for a leisurely full day.

Hunting
The refuge offers limited hunting for 
big game and game birds. Persons with 
disabilities and youth hunts for 16 years 
old and younger are offered. Contact the 
Refuge directly for more information. 
Firearms may only be brought on to the 
refuge during these legal hunts.

Wildlife In Every Season…
Miss the Golden-cheeked Warbler 
season? Slow down and enjoy seasonal 
highlights and everyday life at the refuge, 
from monarch butterflies sipping fall 
wildflowers to white-tailed deer browsing 
in meadows.

Birdwatching
A visitor catching their first glimpse of 
a male Painted Bunting on a treetop is 
often pleasantly startled. The refuge 
harbors a healthy population of these 
dazzling birds here in the heart of their 
range, along with more than 215 bird 
species part or all year. Almost half are 
neotropical migrants that breed in the 
U.S. and winter south of  the border.

Wildflowers and Hill Country Scenery
Roadsides and prairies transform to 
brilliant wildflower gardens spring 
and fall, accenting the green of the 
Hill Country woods. The flowers in 
turn attract a myriad of butterflies. In 
summer, nearly 50 species of dragonflies 
and damselflies zip across ponds, streams  
and meadows in hot pursuit of their  
insect prey.

Fall Flocks
Thousands of monarch butterflies and 
hawks migrate south through this refuge 
in fall, the butterflies finding fuel from 
wildflowers, the hawks riding thermals 
and warm updrafts along sharp ridges.  
If you are lucky you might spot a speedy 
Peregrine Falcon or a Mississippi Kite.

Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR
Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR 
is a non-profit organization whose mission 
is to support, complete, and enhance 
the refuge and its diverse ecology, 
and promote its use for recreational, 
educational, and scientific purposes.

To find out how to participate as a Friend, 
or to learn more about other volunteer 
opportunities, contact the refuge or 
the friends group directly at www.
friendsofbalconies.org.

Meeting Your Needs
The Refuge is open from sunrise to 
sunset. However, some areas may be 
temporarily closed to the public to 
allow for other activities like prescribed 
burning or hunting. Visitors can learn 
more about the refuge by stopping by 
the Refuge Office on FM 1431 or from 
the Lago Vista Chamber of Commerce 
on FM 1431 and Bar-K Road (next to 
the school). To reach the Refuge Office 
from Lago Vista, go west on FM 1431 for 
5 miles past the intersection with Bar-K 
Road. If you are coming west on FM 
1431, the office will be one mile from the 
intersection with Cow Creek Road. The 
office is on the north side of the highway.

For Further Information:
 Balcones Canyonlands 
 National Wildlife Refuge
 24518 FM 1431, Box 1
 Marble Falls, TX  78654
 512/339-9432
 512/267-6530 FAX
 www.fws.gov/refuge/balcones_  
 canyonlands/

 Texas State Relay Service
  1 800/735-2989

 Visit us on our social media websites
 www.fws.gov
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