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Appendix C:  Species Lists 
 
SONNY BONO SALTON SEA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
 
Bird Species List 
The following list includes bird species that have been observed within the Sonny Bono Salton Sea 
NWR and nearby habitats.  The birds’ common and scientific names are provided in accordance 
with the 7th edition (1998), 12th Supplement (2012) of the A.O.U. Checklist of North American 
Birds.  
 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Black-bellied Whistling-duck Dendrocygna autumnalis 
Fulvous Whistling-duck Dendrocygna bicolor 
Taiga Bean-Goose Anser fabalis
Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 
Snow Goose Chen caerulescens 
Ross's Goose Chen rossii 
Brant Branta bernicla 
Cackling Goose Branta hutchinsii 
Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator
Tundra Swan Cygnus columbianus 
Wood Duck Aix sponsa 
Gadwall Anas strepera 
Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope 
American Wigeon Anas americana 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
Blue-winged Teal Anas discors 
Cinnamon Teal Anas cyanoptera 
Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 
Northern Pintail Anas acute 
Green-winged teal   Anas crecca 
Canvasback Aythya valisineria 
Redhead Aythya americana 
Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 
Greater Scaup Aythya marila 
Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 
Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata 
White-winged Scoter Melanitta fusca 
Black Scoter Melanitta americana 
Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 
Bufflehead Bucephala albeola 
Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 
Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus 
Common Merganser Mergus merganser 
Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 
Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 
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Common Name Scientific Name 

Gambel's Quail Callipepla gambelii  
Ring-necked Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata 
Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica 
Common Loon Gavia immer 
Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus 
Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 
Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus 
Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 
Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 
Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis 
Clark's Grebe Aechmophorus clarkii 
Laysan Albatross Phoebastria immutabilis 
Cook's Petrel Pterodroma cookii 
Wedge-tailed Shearwater Puffinus pacificus 
Buller's Shearwater Puffinus bulleri 
Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus 
Leach's Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
Black Storm Oceanodroma melania 
Least Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma microsoma 
Wood Stork Mycteria americana 
Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens 
Blue-footed Booby Sula nebouxii 
Brown Booby Sula leucogaster 
Brandt's Cormorant Phalacrocorax penicillatus 
Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus 
Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus 
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga 
American White Pelican  Pelecanus erythrorhynchos 
Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis 
American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus 
Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis 
Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 
Great Egret Ardea alba 
Snowy Egret Egretta thula 
Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea 
Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor 
Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens  
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 
Green Heron Butorides virescens 
Black-crowned Night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax 
Yellow-crowned Night-heron Nyctanassa violacea 
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus  
White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi 
Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja 
Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus
White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus 
Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus 
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Common Name Scientific Name 

Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus 
Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus 
Cooper’s Hawk Accipiter cooperii 
Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus 
Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus 
Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus  
Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsoni 
Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus 
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 
Ferruginous Hawk Buteo regalis 
Rough-legged Hawk Buteo lagopus 
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 
Black Rail Laterallus jamaicensis 
Yuma Ridgway’s Rail Rallus obsoletus yumanensis 
Virginia Rail Rallus limicola 
Sora Porzana carolina 
Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata 
American Coot Fulica americana 
Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis 
Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola 
American Golden-plover Pluvialis dominica 
Pacific Golden-plover Pluvialis fulva 
Snowy Plover Charadrius nivosus 
Wilson's Plover Charadrius wilsonia 
Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus 
Piping Plover Charadrius melodus 
Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 
Mountain Plover Charadrius montanus 
Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus 
American Avocet Recurvirostra americana 
Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius 
Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria 
Wandering Tattler Tringa incana 
Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 
Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 
Willet Tringa semipalmata 
Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
Long-billed Curlew Numenius americanus 
Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa 
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 
Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala 
Surfbird Aphriza virgata 
Red Knot Calidris canutus 
Sanderling Calidris alba 
Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla 
Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri 
Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla 
Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii 
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Common Name Scientific Name 

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 
Dunlin Calidris alpina 
Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus 
Ruff Philomachus pugnax 
Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus 
Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus 
Wilson’s Snipe Gallinago delicata 
Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 
Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 
Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 
Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 
Sabine's Gull Xema sabini 
Bonaparte's Gull Chroicocephalus philadelphia 
Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus 
Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla 
Franklin's Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan 
Heermann's Gull Larus heermanni 
Mew Gull Larus canus 
Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 
Western Gull Larus occidentalis 
Yellow-footed Gull Larus livens 
California Gull Larus californicus 
Herring Gull Larus argentatus 
Thayer's Gull Larus thayeri 
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 
Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens 
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 
Bridled Tern Onychoprion anaethetus 
California Least Tern Sternula antillarum browni
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 
Black Tern Chlidonias niger 
Common Tern Sterna hirundo 
Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 
Forster’s Tern Sterna forsteri 
Elegant Tern Thalasseus elegans 
Black Skimmer Rynchops niger 
Pomarine Jaeger Stercorarius pomarinus 
Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus 
Long-tailed Jaeger Stercorarius longicaudus 
Rock Dove  Columba livia 
Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata  
Eurasian Collared-dove Streptopelia decaocto 
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis 
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica 
Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura 
Inca Dove Columbina inca 
Common Ground-dove Columbina passerine 
Ruddy Ground-dove Columbina talpacoti 
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Common Name Scientific Name 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Coccyzus americanus 
Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus 
Barn Owl Tyto alba 
Western Screech-owl Megascops kennicottii  
Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus
Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia 
Long-eared Owl Asio otus 
Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus 
Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis 
Common Poorwhill Phalaenoptilus nuttallii 
Vaux’s Swift Chaetura vauxi 
White-throated Swift Aeronautes saxatalis
Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri 
Anna’s Hummingbird Calypte anna
Costa’s Hummingbird Calypte costae 
Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus 
Calliope Hummingbird Selasphorus calliope 
Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon 
Lewis's Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis  
Gila Woodpecker Melanerpes uropygialis 
Red-naped Sapsucker Sphyrapicus nuchalis 
Red-breasted Sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber 
Ladder-backed Woodpecker Picoides scalaris 
Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus 
American Kestrel Falco sparverius 
Merlin Falco columbarius 
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
Prairie Falcon Falco mexicanus 
Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi 
Western Wood-peewee Contopus sordidulus
Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii 
Hammond’s Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii 
Gray Flycatcher Empidonax wrightii 
Dusky Flycatcher Empidonax oberholseri 
Pacific-slope Flycatcher Empidonax difficilis 
Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans 
Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe 
Say’s Phoebe Sayornis saya 
Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus 
Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens 
Cassin’s Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans 
Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis 
Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus 
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus 
Least Bell’s Vireo Vireo bellii pusillus
Plumbeous Vireo Vireo plumbeus 
Cassin’s Vireo Vireo cassinii 
Hutton's Vireo Vireo huttoni 
Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus 
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Western Scrub-jay Aphelocoma californica 
American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos 
Common Raven Corvus corax 
Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris 
Purple Martin Progne subis 
Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor 
Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina
Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis 
Bank Swallow Riparia riparia 
Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 
Verdin Auriparus flaviceps 
Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis 
Brown Creeper Certhia americana 
Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus 
House Wren Troglodytes aedon 
Winter Wren Troglodytes hiemalis 
Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris 
Bewick’s Wren Thryomanes bewickii 
Cactus Wren Camphylorhynchus brunneicapillus 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea
Black-tailed Gnatcatcher Poliptila melanura 
Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula 
Western Bluebird Sialia mexicana 
Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides 
Townsend's Solitaire Myadestes townsendi 
Swainson’s Thrush Catharus ustulatus 
Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus 
American Robin Turdus migratorius 
Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius 
Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos 
Sage Thrasher Oreoscoptes montanus
Crissal Thrasher Toxostoma crissale 
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
American Pipit Anthus rubenscens 
Sprague's Pipit Anthus spragueii 
Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum
Phainopepla Phainopepla nitens 
Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus 
Chestnut-collared Longspur Calcarius ornatus 
Mccown’s Longspur Rhynchophanes mccownii 
Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis 
Black-and-White Warbler Mniotilta varia 
Orange-crowned Warbler Oreothlypis celata 
Lucy’s Warbler Oreothlypis luciae 
Nashville Warbler Oreothlypis ruficapilla
MacGillivray's Warbler Geothlypis tolmiei 
Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas 
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American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla 
Northern Parula Setophaga americana 
Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia 
Chestnut-sided Warbler Setophaga pensylvanica 
Palm Warbler Setophaga palmarum 
Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata 
Black-throated Gray Warbler Setophaga nigrescens 
Townsend’s Warbler Setophaga townsendi 
Hermit Warbler Setophaga occidentalis 
Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens
Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla 
Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens 
Green-tailed Towhee Pipilo chlorurus  
Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus 
Abert’s Towhee Melozone aberti 
Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina  
Brewer’s Sparrow Spizella breweri 
Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus 
Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus 
Black-throated Sparrow Amphispiza bilineata 
Sage Sparrow Artemisiospiza belli 
Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys 
Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis  
Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum 
Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca 
Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 
Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii 
Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana 
White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis 
Harris’s Sparrow Zonotrichia querula 
White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys 
Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla 
Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis 
Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 
Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus 
Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus 
Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea
Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena 
Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea 
Red-Winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 
Tricolored Blackbird Agelaius tricolor
Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta 
Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus 
Brewer’s Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus 
Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus 
Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus 
Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater 
Hooded Oriole Icterus cucullatus 
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Common Name Scientific Name 

Bullock’s Oriole Icterus bullockii 
Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula 
Scott’s Oriole Icterus parisorum 
Purple Finch Haemorhous purpureus 
Cassin’s Finch Haemorhous cassinii 
House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus
Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 
Pine Siskin Spinus pinus 
Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria 
Lawrence’s Goldfinch Spinus lawrencei 
American Goldfinch Spinus tristis 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
 
Mammal Species List 
A comprehensive inventory of the mammals present within the Sonny Bono Salton Sea NWR has 
not been conducted; however, those species that have been documented are presented below.  
  
Common Name Scientific Name 

Desert Shrew Notiosorex crawfordi 
California Leaf-nosed Bat Macrotus californicus 
Mexican Long-tongued Bat Choeronycteris mexicana 
California Myotis Myotis californicus 
Western Pipistrel Pipistrellus hesperus 
Big Brown Bat Eptesicus fuscus 
Hoary Bat Lasiurus cinereus 
Western Yellow Bat Lasiurus ega 
Spotted Bat Euderma maculatum 
Pallid Bat Antrozous pallidus 
Mexican Free-tailed Bat Tadarida brasiliensis 
Pocketed Free-tailed Bat Nyctinomops femorosacca 
Big Free-tailed Bat Nyctinomops macrotis 
Raccoon Procyon lotor 
Badger Taxidea taxus 
Western Spotted Skunk Spilogale gracilis 
Striped Skunk Mephitis mephitis 
Coyote Canis latrans 
Desert Kit Fox Vulpes macrotis 
Bobcat Lynx rufus 
Round-tailed Ground Squirrel Spermophilus tereticaudus 
Botta’s Pocket Gopher Thomomys bottae 
Little Pocket Mouse Perognathus longimembris 
Long-tailed Pocket Mouse Chaetodipus formosus 
Desert Pocket Mouse Chaetodipus penicillatus 
Spiny Pocket Mouse Chaetodipus spinatus 
Desert Kangaroo Rat Dipodomys deserti 
Merriam’s Kangaroo Rat Dipodomys merriami 
Cactus Mouse Peromyscus eremicus 
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Deer Mouse Peromyscus maniculatus 
Hispid Cotton Rat Sigmodon hispidus 
White-throated Woodrat Neotoma albigula 
Desert Woodrat Neotoma lepida 
Muskrat Ondatra zibethicus 
Black Rat Rattus rattus 
Norway Rat Rattus norvegicus 
House Mouse Mus musculus 
Desert Cottontail Sylvilagus audubonni 
 
Reptile and Amphibian Species List 
A comprehensive inventory of the reptiles and amphibians present within the Sonny Bono Salton 
Sea NWR has not been conducted; however, those species that have been documented are 
presented below.  
 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Red-spotted Toad Anaxyrus punctatus 
Woodhouse’s Toad Anaxyrus woodhousii woodhousii 
American Bull frog Lithobates catesbeianus 
Rio Grande Leopard frog Lithobates berlandieri 
Desert Tortoise Gopherus agassizii 
Spiny Softshell Apalone spinifera 
Long-nosed Leopard Lizard Gambelia wislizenii 
Desert Banded Gecko Coleonyx variegates variegatus 
Desert Iguana Dipsosaurus dorsalis dorsalis 
Chuckwalla Sauromalus ater 
Zebra-tailed Lizard Calisaurus draconoides rhodostictus 
Desert Spiny Lizard Sceloporus magister 
Western Side-blotched Lizard Uta stansburiana elegans 
Long-tailed Brush Lizard Urosaurus graciosus 
Flat-tailed Horned Lizard Phrynosoma mcallii 
Southern Desert Horned Lizard Phrynosoma platyrhinos calidiarum 
Colorado Desert Fringe-toed Lizard Uma notata 
Great Basin Whiptail Aspidoscelis tigris tigris 
Desert Glossy Snake Arizona elegans eburnata 
Colorado Desert Shovel-nosed Snake Chionactis occipitalis annulata 
Coachwhip Coluber flagellum piceus 
Nightsnake Hypsiglena torquata deserticola 
California Kingsnake Lampropeltis getula californiae 
Leaf-nosed Snake Phyllorhynchus decurtatus 
Sonoran Gopher Snake Pituophis catenifer affinis 
Long-nosed Snake Rheinocheilus lecontei 
Desert Patch-nosed Snake Salvadora hexalepis hexalepis 
Western Diamond-backed 
Rattlesnake 

Croatlus atrox 

Colorado Desert Sidewinder Crotalus cerastes laterorepens 
Desert Threadsnake Rena humilis cahuilae 
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COACHELLA VALLEY NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
 
Bird Species List 
The following list includes bird species that have been observed within the Coachella Valley 
Preserve that are likely to be observed at various time of the year on the Coachella Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge.  The birds’ common and scientific names are provided in accordance with the 7th 
edition (1998), 12th Supplement (2012) of the A.O.U. Checklist of North American Birds.  
 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Gambel's Quail Callipepla gambelii  
Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura 
Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus 
Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus 
Cooper’s Hawk Accipiter cooperii 
Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus 
Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsoni 
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 
Ferruginous Hawk Buteo regalis 
Rough-legged Hawk Buteo lagopus 
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 
Rock Dove Columba livia 
Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata  
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis 
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica 
Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura 
Common Ground-dove Columbina passerine 
Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus 
Barn Owl Tyto alba 
Western Screech-owl Megascops kennicottii  
Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus
Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia 
Long-eared Owl Asio otus 
Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus 
Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis 
Common Poorwhill Phalaenoptilus nuttallii 
Vaux’s Swift Chaetura vauxi 
White-throated Swift Aeronautes saxatalis
Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri 
Anna’s Hummingbird Calypte anna
Costa’s Hummingbird Calypte costae 
Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus 
Lewis's Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis  
Red-naped Sapsucker Sphyrapicus nuchalis 
Red-breasted Sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber 
Ladder-backed Woodpecker Picoides scalaris 
Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus 
Gilded Flicker Colaptes chrysoides 
American Kestrel Falco sparverius 
Merlin Falco columbarius 
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
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Prairie Falcon Falco mexicanus 
Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi 
Western Wood-peewee Contopus sordidulus
Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii 
Hammond’s Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii 
Gray Flycatcher Empidonax wrightii 
Dusky Flycatcher Empidonax oberholseri 
Pacific-slope Flycatcher Empidonax difficilis 
Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans 
Say’s Phoebe Sayornis saya 
Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus 
Ash-Throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens 
Cassin’s Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans 
Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis 
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus 
Western Scrub-jay Aphelocoma californica 
Common Raven Corvus corax 
Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris 
Purple Martin Progne subis 
Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor 
Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina
Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow 

Stelgidopteryx serripennis 

Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 
Verdin Auriparus flaviceps 
Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus 
Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis 
Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus 
House Wren Troglodytes aedon 
Winter Wren Troglodytes hiemalis 
Bewick’s Wren Thryomanes bewickii 
Cactus Wren Camphylorhynchus brunneicapillus 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea
Black-tailed Gnatcatcher Poliptila melanura 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula 
Western Bluebird Sialia mexicana 
Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides 
Townsend's Solitaire Myadestes townsendi 
Swainson’s Thrush Catharus ustulatus 
Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus 
American Robin Turdus migratorius 
Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos 
Sage Thrasher Oreoscoptes montanus
California Thrasher Toxostoma redivivum 
Crissal Thrasher Toxostoma crissale 
Le Conte's Thrasher Toxostoma lecontei 
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum
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Common Name Scientific Name 

Phainopepla Phainopepla nitens 
Black-and-White Warbler Mniotilta varia 
Orange-crowned Warbler Oreothlypis celata 
Lucy’s Warbler Oreothlypis luciae 
Nashville Warbler Oreothlypis ruficapilla
MacGillivray's Warbler Geothlypis tolmiei 
Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas 
American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla 
Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia 
Palm Warbler Setophaga palmarum 
Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata 
Black-throated Gray Warbler Setophaga nigrescens 
Townsend’s Warbler Setophaga townsendi 
Hermit Warbler Setophaga occidentalis 
Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla 
Green-tailed Towhee Pipilo chlorurus  
Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus 
Abert’s Towhee Melozone aberti 
Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina  
Brewer’s Sparrow Spizella breweri 
Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus 
Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus 
Black-throated Sparrow Amphispiza bilineata 
Sage Sparrow Artemisiospiza belli 
Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys 
Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis  
Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum 
Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca 
Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 
Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii 
Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana 
White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis 
Harris’s Sparrow Zonotrichia querula 
White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys 
Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla 
Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis 
Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 
Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea 
Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus 
Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus 
Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea
Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena 
Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea 
Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta 
Brewer’s Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus 
Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus 
Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater 
Hooded Oriole Icterus cucullatus 
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Common Name Scientific Name 

Bullock’s Oriole Icterus bullockii 
Scott’s Oriole Icterus parisorum 
Purple Finch Haemorhous purpureus 
House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus
Pine Siskin Spinus pinus 
Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria 
Lawrence’s Goldfinch Spinus lawrencei 
American Goldfinch Spinus tristis 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
 
Reptile and Amphibian Species List 
A comprehensive inventory of the reptiles and amphibians present within the Coachella Valley 
NWR has not been conducted; however, some of the species documented in and around the Refuge 
are presented below.  
 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Western Banded Gecko Coleonyx variegates  
Desert Iguana Dipsosaurus dorsalis  
Zebra-tailed Lizard Calisaurus draconoides  
Western Side-blotched Lizard Uta stansburiana elegans 
Flat-tailed Horned Lizard Phrynosoma mcallii 
Southern Desert Horned Lizard Phrynosoma platyrhinos calidiarum 
Coachella Valley Fringe-toed Lizard Uma inornata 
Western Whiptail Aspidoscelis tigris 
Long-nosed Leopard Lizard Gambelia wislizenii 
Western Shovel-nosed Snake Chionactis occipitalis  
Coachwhip Coluber flagellum  
Gopher Snake Pituophis catenifer  
Red-diamond Rattlesnake Crotalus ruber 
Sidewinder Crotalus cerastes  
 
Plant Species List 
The following list includes plants observed on the Coachella Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
during vegetation mapping conducted in February 2011. 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 
sand verbena Abronia villosa 
white bursage Ambrosia dumosa 
cheesebush Ambrosia salsola 
milkvetch Astragalus aridus 
Coachella Valley milk-vetch Astragalus lentiginosus 
fourwing saltbush Atriplex canescens 
cattle spinach Atriplex polycarpa 
lax flower Baileya pauciradiata 
sweetbush Bebbia juncea aspera 
Sahara mustard Brassica tournefortii 
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Common Name Scientific Name 
brown-eyed primrose Cammissonia claviformis 
pincushion plant Chaenactis fremontii 
sand mat Chamaesyce albomarginata 
desert croton Croton californicus 
cryptantha Crypthantha sp 
desert dicoria or bug seed Dicoria canescens 
brittlebush Encelia farinosa 
desert trumpet Eriogonum inflatum 
skeleton weed Eriogonum deflexum 
storksbill Erodium cicutarium 
little gold poppy Eschscholzia minuteflora 
barrel cactus Ferocactus cylindraceus 
desert sunflower Geraea canescens 
creosote bush Larrea tridentata 
Arizona lupine Lupinus arizonica 
desert dandelion Malacothrix glabrata 
sand blazing star Mentzellia albicaulis 
dune primrose Oenothera deltoides 
golden cholla Opuntia echinocarpa 
pencil cholla Opuntia ramosissima 
Spanish needle Palafoxia arida 
sandpaper plant Petalonyx thurberi 
plantago Plantago ovata 
honey mesquite Prosopis glandulosa 
Mojave indigo bush Psorothamnus arborescens 
dyeweed Psorothamnus emoryi 
Smoke tree Psorothamnus spinosus 
desert chicory Rafinesquia neomexicana 
Russian thistle Salsola tragus 
Old Han schismus Schismus barbatus 
wirelettuce Stephanomeria exigua 
Athel tamarisk Tamarix aphylla 
saltcedar Tamarix ramosissima 
fanleaf crinklemat Tiquilia plicata 
 




