
DRAFT COMPATIBILITY DETERMINATION  
 

USE:  Plant gathering (non-commercial) or Fruits of the Soil Harvest (berries, mushrooms and 
ceremonial/medicinal/traditional plant collection by tribal members) 
 
REFUGE NAME: Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge  
 
ESTABLISHING AND ACQUISITION AUTHORITY(IES): Trempealeau National 
Wildlife Refuge was established by Executive Order 7437, dated August 21, 1936. 
 
REFUGE PURPOSE(S): 

The purposes come from the authority under which Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge was 
established and from authorities under which subsequent major land additions to the refuge were 
made. Purposes for Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge are; 

"... a Refuge and breeding ground for migratory birds and other wildlife" (Executive Order 
7437, dated August 21, 1936) 

"suitable for-(1) incidental fish and wildlife oriented recreational development, (2) the 
protection of natural resources, (3) the conservation of endangered species ..." (Refuge 
Recreation Act(16 U.S.C 460k-460k-4), as amended) 

"... for the development, advancement, management, conservation, and protection of fish 
and wildlife resources." (6 U.S.C. 742f(a)(4)(Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956.) 

 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM MISSION: “...To administer a national 
network of lands and waters for the conservation, management, and where appropriate, 
restoration of the fish, wildlife, and plant resources and their habitats within the United States for 
the benefit of present and future generations of Americans.” 
 
DESCRIPTION OF USE:   
What is the Use? 
Collection of black berries, raspberries and mushrooms for personal use and consumption.  
Refuge visitors would be allowed to access all open areas of the refuge for the collection of black 
berries, raspberries, and mushrooms. Personal use is for an individual's own consumption or 
enjoyment and not for commercial use. Sale of the items collected from the refuge or any 
products made from these items by the individual is considered a commercial use and is not 
allowed. This is not a priority public use, and is a re-evaluation of an existing use.  
  
 New to this compatibility determination re-evaluation is the collection of plants and plant parts, 
by members of federally recognized tribes, for ceremonial, medicinal and traditional use. This 
use is typically completed by hand collecting plants, flowers or stems of plants. Some collections 
are completed using tools to clip or cut plant parts or seed from plants.   
 
 



Where is the use conducted? 
Collecting of wild raspberries, blackberries, and mushrooms could be conducted in all open areas 
of the refuge.  The only areas that would be restricted on the Refuge would be any areas that are 
closed to pubic entry.   
 
Mushroom collecting would typically be done in refuge woodlands, but may also include some 
upland areas. Mushrooms could be collected in all open areas of the refuge with the exception of 
areas that have restricted public.   
 
Collection of plants and plant parts for cultural purposes may be collected on any portions of the 
Refuge by issuance of a Refuge Special Use Permit.   
 
When is the use conducted? 
For the proposed use all collecting will occur during daylight hours. Collecting of wild 
raspberries and black berries typically occur during the summer months from June through 
September. Collection of mushrooms typically occurs from late spring to fall. Collections of 
plants and plant parts for ceremonial/medicinal/traditional purposes may occur year round.  
 
How is the use conducted? 
Collections of wild raspberries and black berries are usually conducted by individuals or family 
groups and typically involve walking near trails and the edges of forest areas to glean fruits from 
the canes. Collection may be incidental to other priority public uses like wildlife observation and 
wildlife photography, with the collector simply grazing on the berries, picking and eating them 
as they move about the Refuge.  At other times, collection may be people collecting berries into 
pails to be taken home and consumed.  Some Refuge users may use a boat to access berries and 
mushrooms for collecting or consuming.  
 
Mushrooms and nuts are typically collected in forested areas of the refuge or along forest edges, 
however some mushrooms may be found throughout the refuge.  Mushroom collectors typically 
walk along scouting the ground and dead tree trunks.  Visitors collecting nuts typically locate 
trees that yield nuts then collect them as they fall to the ground, placing them in a sack or pail. 
 
Collection of plants and plant parts for ceremonial/medicinal/traditional purposes are collected 
based on cultural traditions but may include selecting plants such as white sage when it is 
flowering or collecting willow stems for a sweat lodge when the plants are becoming dormant.  
Specifics of how the plants would be collected will be determined in the Refuge Special Use 
Permit.  
 
Why is the use being proposed? 
Nearly all of the refuge land has been open to collecting of raspberries, blackberries and  
mushrooms since it was acquired. Access to harvest sites is typically accomplished by  



walking from a parking area, boat landing or public roadway. Access may also be by boat. These 
foods are hand-picked and harvested during daylight hours, generally by individuals or small 
groups.  
 
For some people, this is a traditional, family-oriented activity which provides an opportunity for 
those participating to collect wholesome foods while enjoying the natural environment. It may 
also take place in conjunction with other activities that are wildlife-dependent such as wildlife 
observation, and photography. 
 
AVAILABILITY OF RESOURCES: 
Trails, parking lots, boat landings, signs, and other facilities are in place to support this use. Staff 
is also available to maintain these facilities, enforce Refuge regulations, and provide information 
to the public. Administering this use can thus be done with existing resources for on-going 
operations, maintenance and public information.   

• Special equipment, facilities, or improvements necessary to support the use: funded 
through regular management activities, no additional funding is needed. 

• Maintenance costs: funded through regular management activities, no additional funding 
is needed. 

• Monitoring costs: staff may monitor commercial recorders to ensure compliance. This is 
expected to be covered by the refuge’s current funding capacity, no additional funding is 
needed.  

• Offsetting revenues: none 

 
ANTICIPATED IMPACTS OF THE USE: 
Short and Long-term Impacts: 
Historically, public participation in the collection of plant food products on the refuge has been 
low, and future participation is also expected to be low. The quantity and frequency of plant food 
products removal is not expected to significantly diminish wildlife food sources or jeopardize 
wildlife survival.  
 
Disturbance to wildlife may occur from people engaged in these activities, but the  
disturbance will be local, short-term and not affect overall feeding, resting and reproduction 
activities of wildlife. Wildlife is expected to move to ample adjacent habitat during the  
activity, and return shortly thereafter. Thus, this activity should not result in long-term  
impacts that adversely affect fish, wildlife and plant resources of the Refuge.  
 
There is an increased chance that cultural resources could be impacted with visitors seeking  
plant food products by berry and mushroom pickers finding sites. The public, therefore, will be 
reminded through interpretive messages about the need to protect cultural resources and the 
prohibition of collecting or damaging prehistoric materials. 
 



Collection of plant materials and parts for ceremonial/medicinal/traditional purposes has the 
potential to have some minor short-term impacts to areas. For example, collection of white sage 
plants for ceremonial purposes may impact local populations of plants by removing stems of the 
plant. These types of impact are usually short-term in nature and will be limited in area and 
quantity by Refuge Special Use Permits.   
 
Indirect and Cumulative Impacts: 
Anticipated indirect impacts include an appreciation for the outdoors and reconnecting visitors to 
their natural resource heritage. Anticipated physical impacts are minor and little to no 
disturbance to wildlife or habitat is expected to occur.  Typically this use is low and is expected 
to remain low.  If this use shows a significant increase it will be re-evaluated.  No conflict of 
users is perceived to occur since wild blackberries, raspberries, mushrooms and cultural 
collection does not overlap with high use areas. Careful management of time and space for these 
activities avoids any major conflicts with the refuge's primary purpose and the mission of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System.  
 
Allowing this use in combination with other uses is not expected to have a cumulative impact to 
wildlife or habitats of the Refuge. Cumulative impacts for each individual use is discussed in the 
short and long-term impacts section above. 
 
PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT: 
The draft Compatibility Determination will be available for public review and comment for 15 
days from August 31st, 2020 to September 15th, 2020. A public notice will be sent to local 
newspapers, as well as a press release, on August 31st, 2020 notifying the public of the comment 
period. The compatibility determination will be made available online at 
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/trempealeau/. You can contact the refuge at 608-539-2311 x. 6 or 
Stephanie_edeler@fws.gov to request either printed or electronic copies. Please let us know if 
you need the documents in an alternative format. Concerns expressed during the public comment 
period will be addressed in the final draft. 
 
DETERMINATION: 

☐Use is not compatible 
☒Use is compatible with the following stipulations 
 

STIPULATIONS NECESSARY TO ENSURE COMPATIBILITY: 
1. Harvest of raspberries, blackberries and mushrooms is allowed for personal use only and 

cannot be sold or traded. 
2. Harvesters are permitted to collect no greater than one gallon of raspberries, blackberries 

and/or mushrooms on a daily basis. 
3. Collection of any other plants, or damage to any other plants, flowers, vines or trees is 

not permitted.  
4. Cutting, damaging, or removing any tree, shrub or plant is prohibited.   

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/trempealeau/
mailto:Stephanie_edeler@fws.gov


5. Collection of plants and plant parts for ceremonial/medicinal/traditional purposes will be 
permitted with the use of a Refuge Special Use Permit and will only be granted to 
members of recognized tribes.  

 
JUSTIFICATION: 
This use will not materially interfere with or detract from the purposes for which the Refuge 
was established with the above stipulations in place. The use has little impact to wildlife or 
habitat since it is non-motorized, involves few visitors, and disturbance is local and of short-
duration. Little harvest occurs in late fall which is the peak of the waterfowl migration. Due to 
the relatively small number of visitors for this activity and the personal use only stipulation, the 
amount of plants or parts harvested will not create any shortage of wild foods for any particular 
wildlife species. Refuge infrastructure (parking areas, boat landings, etc.) and law enforcement 
staff already in place will be sufficient to facilitate and administer this use into the future.  Tribal 
members in past years have requested to collect plants and plant parts for 
ceremonial/medicinal/cultural uses and have a strong tie to the Refuge lands. Being able to work 
with these members and manage the plants that are being harvested through a Refuge Special 
Use Permit will both provide resources for the members needs and not adversely impact refuge 
plant resources and wildlife.  

SIGNATURE: 

Refuge Manager Signature and Date 

CONCURRENCE:           

Regional Refuge Chief Signature and Date 

 

Mandatory 10 or 15-year Re-evaluation Date: 2030    


