
Executive Summary 

Felsenthal NWR Deer Harvest Summary for 2017-2018 

 

 

Total deer harvested and for the 2017/2018 season was 415, 70 during the muzzleloader hunt, 217 
during the modern gun hunt, and 128 taken with archery equipment.  The doe first rule and 2-deer bag 
limits were continued.  The muzzleloader and modern gun hunts were both lottery hunts with 500 
permits available for each hunt.  Of the 500 permits available, 316 were filled for the muzzleloader hunt 
and 500 for the gun.  The muzzleloader hunt was a 5-day hunt from October 21-25 and the gun hunt was 
a 4-day hunt from November 11-14.   

The demographic breakdown of the muzzleloader hunters permitted consisted of 80% Arkansas 
residents and 20% from out of state (CA, LA, MS, and TX).  Of the Arkansas residents, less than half (42%) 
lived in the surrounding counties, Ashely, Bradley, and Union.  Of the 500 gun hunters permitted, 75% 
were Arkansas residents and 25% nonresidents (CA, LA, TX, MT, MO, IL, OK).  Of the residents, only 23% 
lived the surrounding counties. 

Total deer harvested and checked during the muzzleloader was slightly lower than in years past with 70 
deer checked as compared to approximately 90 in 2013, 2014, and 2015, but much higher than in 2016 
with only 42 harvested.  Lower hunter numbers may contribute to this as permits are not being filled for 
the muzzleloader hunt.  During the modern gun hunt 217 total deer were harvested and checked which 
was much higher than the 2016/2017 season.   

Total deer harvested and checked for both lottery hunts for the 2017/2018 season was 287, 87 bucks 
and 200 doe, with a 2.3:1 doe to buck sex ratio.  This year’s harvest was 49% higher than last year but 
similar to the 5-year average.  Much of the increase may be contributed to favorable weather, timing of 
rut, and good summer habitat conditions. 

Harvested deer were fairly evenly distributed among age all classes.  In general, harvest totals are higher 
among younger deer (0.5-2.5).  Harvested female fawns were slightly higher than desired at nearly 30%.  
The increased harvest of increased fawns can most likely be contributed to the doe first rule.   

Average weights were within 10% of the 5-year average for the 1.5 and 2.5 year age classes and higher 
than the 5-year average in several age classes. 

Lactation rates among 2.5-4.5 year old deer were excellent, ranging from 85% to 91%.  Highest lactation 
rates were among the 3.5 year age class (91%).  This is a good indication that deer are in good condition, 
thus herd densities are low and/or resources are abundant.     

 

 

 

 



       
Felsenthal NWR White-tailed Deer Harvest Summary for the 2017-2018 

Season 
       

Archery (September 23, 2017-January 31, 2018) 

 Harvest # %     
Male 20 16%     

Female 108 84%     
Total Harvest 128           

       
 Muzzleloader Lottery Hunt (October 21-25, 2017) 

 2016  2017    

 Harvest # % 
Harvest 

# %   
Male 5 12% 9 13%   

Female 37 88% 61 87%   
Total Harvest 42   70       

       
       

Gun Lottery Hunt (November 11-14, 2017) 

 2016  2017    

 Harvest # % 
Harvest 

# %   
Male 60 40% 78 36%   

Female 91 60% 139 64%   
Total Harvest 151   217       

       
2017/2018 Season Total (Lottery only) 

 Harvest # % Ratio 5-year Average   
Male 87 30%  87   

Female 200 70%  198   
Total Harvest 287   2.3:1 285     

       
Harvest Totals by County 

 Ashley Bradley Union    
Male 13 27 44    

Female 41 125 81    
Total Harvest 54 105 125       

       
Tables below contain data from lottery hunts only 

       



Harvest Totals and Average Weight by Age Class 

 Age Class # % 
Weight 

(whole)lbs 
5-year Average 
(lbs)  

Male 0.5 19 22% 63    
 1.5 13 15% 99 93  
 2.5 24 28% 139 139  
 3.5 14 16% 169    
 4.5 10 11% 172    
 5.5 6 7% 169    
 5.5+ 1 1%     
        

Female 0.5 60 30% 59    
 1.5 43 22% 91 84  
 2.5 35 18% 101 97  
 3.5 25 13% 108    
 4.5 18 9% 110    
 5.5 6 3% 104    
  5.5+ 11 6% 112     

       
Percent Lactation   

  2016 2017    
Female 2.5 60% 85%      

 3.5 89% 91%    
  4.5 70% 89%      
       

Antler Characteristics    
 2016 2017     

Age Class # > 130 B&C # > 130 
B&C 

  
    

3.5  2     
4.5 3 5     
5.5 1 2     
5+  1     

Total 4 10       
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