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Mingo NWR Deer Hunt for Persons with Disabilities 
A Recreational Opportunity for Permanent Mobility Impaired Individuals 

 

 

Purpose 
 

The Special Managed Deer Hunt at Mingo NWR is used to help improve the deer herd on the refuge and provide for a 
recreational opportunity. This opportunity is being extended to a special group of the nation's population that has a permanent 
physical condition that severely impairs their mobility. These individuals are fully capable of properly using a firearm to hunt 
game, but have restricted ability to access land for a quality hunting experience. This hunt is an effort to provide for proper 
access, facilities, and other needed resources so individuals with disabilities can enjoy a safe and successful recreational 
experience. 

 
Point of Contact 

 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Mingo National Wildlife Refuge 
24279 State Hwy 51 
Puxico, Missouri 63960 

 
Corey Kudrna, Assistant Refuge Manager, 573/222-3589, corey_kudrna@fws.gov, FAX: 573-222-6343 

 
Description of Proposed Area 

 
Located one mile north of Puxico, MO, in Stoddard and Wayne County, the hunt will take place within the boundaries of 
the 21,592-acre Mingo National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). The refuge serves as a resting and wintering area for migratory 
waterfowl and to protect the bottomland hardwood forest in the Mingo Basin. It consists of 15,000 acres of bottomland 
hardwood forest, 5,000 acres of marsh and natural streams, 1,275 acres of cropland and moist-soil units, and 700 acres 
of grassland openings. The western portion of the refuge includes the Federally designated 7,730-acre Mingo Wilderness 
consisting of primitive upland forest and untrammeled bottomland hardwood swamp along Stanley Creek, Mingo River, 
and Monopoly Marsh. 

 
Method 

 
1. The only device permitted during the hunt is a 40 Caliber or larger Muzzleloader firearm capable of firing only a 

single projectile at one discharge (multiple barrels, handguns, & scopes ok). Must be in accordance with 
Missouri hunting regulations. 

 
2. No hunting dogs or other pets will be permitted to be used for the hunt, nor will they be allowed in the area 

during the hunt. 
 

Bag Limit 
 

Two deer, either one antlerless and one antlered, or two antlerless are permitted to be harvested by each hunter. 
Only one antlered deer may be harvested by each hunter. 

 

Antlered Deer 
 
An antlered deer is defined as a deer having at least one antler, 3 inches or longer. 

mailto:corey_kudrna@fws.gov


3 

 

Monitoring 
 

The check station will be located at the maintenance shop of Mingo NWR. Hunters will be required to check their 
deer in to the check station by the end of the day. Personnel at the station will be on hand to ensure compliance 
with regulations and safety during the hunt, as well as gather biological data for use by the refuge. 

 
Season 

 
The 2016 season is a 2-day hunt from Saturday, December 3, 2016 to Sunday, December 4, 2016. 

 
Permit Information and Criteria for Eligibility: 

 
1. Successful applicants must purchase a managed deer hunting permit for the State of Missouri. A resident 

permit is $17.00 and nonresident is $225.00. 
 

NOTE: Permits must be purchased only if drawn for the hunt. 
 

2. Applicants must be non-ambulatory to participate in the special hunt. Non-ambulatory is defined as a 
permanent physical condition that severely impairs mobility resulting from paralysis or amputation of one 
or more of the lower extremity(ies) which require the use of a wheelchair. 

 
3. Assistance for personal hygiene needs will not be provided by refuge personnel or volunteers. The applicant 

will be required to provide his or her own personal assistant for the hunt to help with the harvest of the deer. 
Refuge Staff and volunteers may not be available to assist throughout the two day hunt. 

 

Application Procedure and Permit Notification 
 

• The eligible applicant will be required to provide completed Quota Deer Hunt Application forms (page 5). All 
information must be received by close of business Saturday, July 30, 2016. 

 
• Five (5) permits will be issued for the designated hunting blinds. The five participants will be selected 

through a random draw process held at the Mingo Refuge Office. 
 

• Successful applicants will be notified by mail with a letter and packet of instructions enclosed. Hunters and 
their assistants will be required to attend an orientation meeting to be held on Friday, December 2, 2016. 
Specific details for the orientation (time, location, etc.) will be included in the mailed letter and packet. 
Orientation will outline the special hunt instructions and cover safety requirements for the hunt. The refuge 
will randomly draw and assign hunters to their blinds for the hunt weekend. 

 
Safety 

 
Hunting Areas/ Firearms. 

 
1. Hunters will be required to have an assistant with them throughout the hunt. The assistant will not be permitted 

to possess any weapon, therefore only one firearm will be permitted in the blind. Hunters and their assistants 
will be required to remain within their blind unless pre-approved by the Refuge Manager. The assistant may 
leave the blind to retrieve a harvested deer. 

 
2. Hunting from a vehicle is prohibited. All firearms must be cased and unloaded when transported in any vehicle 

(car, truck, ATV, etc.). 
 

3. All firearms will be unloaded until the hunter and assistant are safely seated inside the blind. Firearms must be 
unloaded upon departure of the hunter from the blind. 

 
4. Cellular phones are recommended for direct communication with refuge personnel in case of emergency or if 

assistance is needed. 
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Hunter Orange 
 

All hunters and their assistants must wear Hunter orange at all times during the hunt. Hunter orange must meet or 
exceed what is specified in the Missouri State hunting regulations. 

 
Equipment Required 

 
On each day of the hunt, participants will be assigned a specific hunt location with a blind set up. It is the 
responsibility of the participant and their assistant to bring with them any equipment and gear required to hunt and/or 
harvest deer. No hunting gear or equipment will be supplied by Mingo NWR. 
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