
Visitor	Information	

Great	Dismal	Swamp	
National Wildlife Refuge 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

For your safety: 
 Remain on designated trails at all Ɵmes. 

 Insect repellant is suggested during warm seasons. 

 Cell phone coverage is limited. 

 Pets must be on a hand held lease at all Ɵmes. 

Refuge Office 
3100 Desert Road 

Suffolk, Virginia 23434 
Phone: 757-986-3705 

www.fws.gov/northeast/greatdismalswamp 

 

 CollecƟng  plants or animals is not allowed. 

 Feeding or handling wildlife is not allowed. 

 Swimming is prohibited. 

 Ditch fishing is prohibited. 

Refuge Trails  Open daily for hiking and biking, 
sunrise to sunset, or as otherwise posted.  
 
Refuge Office  Open Monday-Friday, 8:00am to 
4:00pm, closed federal holidays. 
  
Railroad Ditch Road  Self-service passes are 
available at the gate  Monday– Saturday, 7:30am 
to 3:00pm.  

July, 2014 



Located in a two hour drive of 1.6 million resi‐
dents of southeastern Virginia and northeastern 
North Carolina, the Great Dismal Swamp NaƟonal 
Wildlife Refuge offers an enƟcing wildlands expe‐
rience.  With over 113,000 acres of forested wet‐
lands and the 3,100 acre Lake Drummond at its 
center, the refuge contains some of the most 
important wildlife habitat in the mid‐AtlanƟc 
region.  

Refuge trails are open daily, sunrise to sunset, 
unless otherwise posted. Visitors may parƟcipate 
in a variety of acƟviƟes including hiking, biking, 
nature photography, wildlife observaƟon, 
hunƟng, fishing and boaƟng. The refuge was es‐
tablished for the purpose of protecƟng and man‐
aging the swamp’s unique ecosystem which in‐
cludes wildlife and habitat. In that, porƟons of the 
refuge may be periodically closed to public visita‐
Ɵon in order to accomplish these objecƟves. 

Refuge Points of Entrance  
The refuge offers five entrances from which visi‐
tors will find many miles of trails for exploring. 
The Washington Ditch Trail and the Jericho Ditch 
Trail are both located off White 
Marsh Road in Suffolk, VA, and 
provide the best dirt roads for 
hiking and biking. The Railroad 
Ditch Road is located off Desert 
Road in Suffolk, VA, and is the 
auto access to Lake Drum‐
mond. The Portsmouth Ditch 
entrance is located off MarƟn‐
Johnson Road, in Chesapeake, VA. The Feeder 
Ditch, also in Chesapeake, is located off the Dis‐
mal Swamp Canal and is a by‐water‐only en‐
trance.   
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 Washington Ditch Trail  

The Washington Ditch Trail is most oŌen recommended for 
hiking and biking. The four and one half  mile dirt road is the 
shortest trail to Lake Drummond. Once at the lake, visitors can 
enjoy panoramic views from the pier. The elevated Washington 
Ditch Boardwalk Trail is located 
adjacent to the parking area. The 
boardwalk meanders almost a mile 
through a representaƟve porƟon of 
swamp habitats.  Vault restrooms 
and the largest refuge parking area 
complete the accommodaƟons making this entrance favored by 
both large and small groups. 

 Jericho Ditch Trail  

At the Jericho Ditch entrance visitors will find a more primiƟve 
seƫng but with four trailheads adjacent to the parking area. 
South Jericho Ditch Trail and Lynn Ditch Trail are favored by 
birding enthusiasts. In season, visit the bird banding staƟon on 
South Jericho Ditch Trail.  Visitor parking is located two miles 
east from White Marsh Road on Jericho Lane.  

 Railroad Ditch Road  

Auto access is allowed to Lake Drummond through the Railroad 
Ditch entrance, a route of six miles. A self‐serve pass is available 
at the trail entrance or from the refuge office.  Gate opens 
Monday—Saturday. Seasonal hours are posted at the gate. 
Highlights of the route include the Underground Railroad Edu‐
caƟon Pavilion, the Cypress Marsh, the West Ditch Boardwalk, 
and Lake Drummond. Boat launching through this entrance 
requires a special use permit and is available only April 1 
through June 15 each year. 

 Portsmouth Ditch Trail 

Subject to seasonal closures, the entrance road takes you two 
miles south of  MarƟn‐Johnson Road to a gated bridge.  Only 
hiking and biking are allowed  beyond the bridge in this natural 
area. Spring wildlife observaƟons make the journey worth wild! 

 

 Feeder Ditch   

Fishing and boaƟng are permiƩed year‐round on Lake Drum‐
mond with access from the Feeder Ditch, connecƟng Lake 
Drummond with the Dismal Swamp Canal. RestricƟon are 
1,000 lb limit to use the liŌ at the spillway and a 25hp limit 
on Lake Drummond. If fishing, a Virginia fresh water license 
is required. 

Hunting 

A white‐tailed deer hunt is held on Fridays, Saturdays, and 
on one Thursday during six weeks in October through mid‐
November. A deer hunt scouƟng day is held the last Saturday 
in September. Hunters must enter and exit through either 
the Railroad Ditch, the Jericho Ditch, or the Corapeake Ditch 
entrances. A quota black bear hunt is held on designated 
days coinciding with the final days of the deer hunt. The 
limited bear hunt has two designated zones, one in the Rail‐
road Ditch entrance and one in the Jericho Ditch entrance. 
State and refuge permits are required for both hunts. Appli‐
caƟon informaƟon is available from the refuge office or on 
the refuge web site. 

The Washington Ditch and Portsmouth Ditch entrances re‐
main opened for hiking and biking during hunts, but all other 
trails are closed to general visitaƟon.  

Educational & Organized Group Visits 

A refuge orientaƟon is available for organized school, scout, 
civic, and professional groups by advance reservaƟon. A 
typical visit would include a 30 minute orientaƟon at the 
refuge office (accommodaƟng groups up to 35 persons), or 
at the Washington Ditch or the Jericho Ditch trail heads 
(recommended for larger groups). Following the orientaƟon 
most groups parƟcipate in a self‐lead visit, acƟvity, or trip to 
Lake Drummond through the Railroad Ditch entrance.  

ReservaƟons for orientaƟons may be made by contacƟng 
visitor services at the refuge office. OrientaƟons are limited 
to staff availability and require a two week noƟce. Orien‐
taƟons are not available on weekends. 

Camping & Picnicking 

Camping and overnight use are prohibited on the refuge.  
There are no designated picnic areas on the refuge. 

 Like us on 


	Visitor Information

	Great Dismal Swamp

	National Wildlife Refuge

	Welcome to the

	Photo:USFWS/B.Bischoff



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



