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Long Island National Wildlife Refuge Complex		       	       Contact: Michelle Potter: 631-286-0485
340 Smith Road								     		     Fax: 631-286-4003 
Shirley, New York 11967						          			

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 30, 2014


“DRAFT COMPATIBILITY DETERMINATION AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW”

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is seeking public comment on a draft Compatibility Determination to allow Seawanhaka Yacht Club (SYC) to conduct maintenance dredging on Oyster Bay National Wildlife Refuge (NWR).  This project has been requested in order to achieve historical water depths for safe navigation of vessels and provide boat access to their facility.

The maintenance dredging would occur at Seawanhaka Yacht Club (SYC), located at 314 Yacht Club Rd Centre Island, Oyster Bay, New York. The docks are legal refuge docks 31, 32, 33, and 33a.  A legal dock means that they are grandfathered in at the time of refuge establishment, and they have been maintained in useable condition to date.

The National Wildlife Refuge Improvement Act of 1997 requires that before permitting new or expanded uses on a refuge, the use must be determined to be compatible with the purposes of the refuge. Compatible means that a use will not materially interfere with, or detract from, the fulfillment of the Refuge System mission or the refuge’s purposes.   Dredging has not been used as a management tool at Oyster Bay NWR and must be fully considered before being allowed.   Maintenance dredging would help maintain water depth at existing legal docks at SYC facilities.  It also allows access to navigable waterways in Oyster Bay.  Dredging near and around docks is a reasonable expectation and necessary to assure safe and economical use of the docks.

The Oyster Bay National Wildlife Refuge is a primarily marine refuge with approximately 3,200 acres of sub-tidal habitats and smaller parcels of tidal salt marsh and freshwater wetlands.  The refuge provides important habitat for migratory waterfowl, marine mammals and other wildlife, and is designated as a significant coastal fish and wildlife habitat in New York State.  

Copies of the draft Compatibility Determination can be obtained at http://www.fws.gov/refuge/oyster_bay/
[bookmark: _GoBack]or by emailing Michelle_Potter@fws.gov. Written comments on the Compatibility Determination will be accepted through October 15, 2014. Written comments should be submitted to Refuge Manager, Long Island NWR Complex, 340 Smith Rd, Shirley, NY 11957 ; fax: 631-286-4003; or by email: Michelle_Potter@fws.gov.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov.
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