Hunter Information Fact Sheet
Attention Hunters

e Follow Michigan State Regulations and the more restrictive refuge specific regulations.

e New regulations can be found on the sticker on the front of the hunting regulation brochure.
These may contradict what is actually inside the brochure so where the regulations differ follow
the information on the sticker.

0 Deer Hunting Changes

= Possession of bait on the refuge is prohibited, this includes in your vehicle.
=  Camping is not allowed during the muzzleloader season for White-tailed Deer.
= The refuge headquarters is no longer a deer check station.

0 No bait on refuge property!

0 Nosalt

0 No ATV’s, snowmobiles, etc. No canoes/boats/tubes/flotation devices on refuge
impoundments.

0 Report all injuries or accidents occurring on the refuge immediately to the refuge
headquarters. Please report any illegal issues you see.

e Camping is allowed west of the Driggs River in designated areas.

O This year vehicles are not allowed on the Riverside Dike due to the logging operation
and poor conditions of the road. Backpacking in and camping on the side of the road is
allowed. (See the Frequently Asked Question section for more information.)

0 Check with management before setting up a spike camp outside the designated
roadside areas (within 10 yards of the road).

0 Camping is not allowed in the Wilderness Area or the Natural Area.

0 Only downed branches and trees can be used for fires.

e Tracking Animals into Closed Areas

0 If you shoot an animal and it goes into a closed area:

= Call the office — Greg McClellan (906) 586-9851 x13 or Mark Vaniman at x11 or
906-235-2337 — Laurie or Sara may also be able to assist in finding you
assistance x17 or x10.

= If no one answers leave a message with information on how to reach you

= |f you cannot reach anyone at the office you may track the deer without your
gun. You cannot take your gun into the closed area without permission.

= [fyou call and you do get someone we will assist you in finding the deer if we
can.

0 Alist of signs and their meanings can be found in the hunting brochure or at hunt
information Kiosks.

e See the hunting brochure for all other refuge specific regulations.



Frequently Asked Questions:

Do you manage the refuge to increase white-tailed deer populations?

Per our 2009 Comprehensive Conservation Plan, the stated goals of the management at the Refuge are
three-fold. In the management of wildlife, the goal is to preserve, conserve, and restore the diversity of
wildlife native to the eastern U.P. As far as habitat management, the goal is to conserve the range of
habitat conditions now found within the Refuge and restore pre-European conditions when and where
possible. In managing for public use, the goal at Seney is to provide visitors and the surrounding
community with opportunities to experience quality wildlife-dependent activities and to understand the
rich mosaic of wildlife and habitats found within the eastern U.P.

The management of white-tailed deer is, of course, part of the above stated goals. However,
management for white-tailed deer specifically (or by themselves) is not done at Seney NWR. Rather,
this species is managed within the context of maintaining the native diversity of the Refuge. Because
over browsing by white-tailed deer can threaten this diversity (especially when it comes to forest
ecosystems and the flora and fauna found within), we do not (nor do we plan to) manage for a larger
breeding-season herd.

Why is the Riverside Dike closed to vehicles this year?

According to the Seney NWR Comprehensive Conservation Plan (2009), habitat management in Unit 3,
where the Riverside Dike is located, consists of restoring (where possible) historic conditions. However,
many of the unit’s wetlands are actually degraded/altered to a considerable degree by the existence of
dikes and pools. In general, dikes impound water on the upstream side, and dry out wetlands below.
Trees exacerbate the drying of wetlands via evapotranspiration (water passing through the roots and
out the leaves). Trees growing on dikes also create unnatural linear landscape patterns. For these
reasons the Refuge held a timber sale along the Riverside Dike this year. The goal of this treatment was
to mitigate for the existence of dikes and pools by removing unnatural, linear strips of trees that are
only growing because of the existence of dikes. This work is also being conducted in conjunction with
large-scale wetland restoration attempts. Monitoring is being conducted as part of research being done
with colleagues from Michigan Technological University. Unfortunately, the timber sale has left the
Riverside Dike road in poor condition; therefore it will be closed to vehicles this year. Camping is still
allowed along the road but campers will have to backpack into the site.

Have there been other logging operations on the Refuge this year?

Yes, along River Road, Pine Creek and Chicago Farm Roads the refuge held a plantation and fuel
reduction timber sale. In the vein of the 2009 Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan this

sale focused on promoting natural patterns and reforestation in old fields and promoting the Refuge fire
management program. Conifer plantations that were established on soils that formerly grew deciduous
forests were removed to promote natural, secondary succession. Along Pine Creek Rd. and Chicago
Farm Rd. coniferous trees were removed and chipped to allow fire management from road edges. Fire
is a critical ecological process in coniferous forests of Seney NWR.

Safety

For safety purposes remember to take your fully charged cell phone along on their hunt. You may put it
on silent or vibrate. If your phone has a GPS option, turn it on. That way if you get lost in the woods it
will be easier for rescuers to locate you.



