2012 Exhibits & Events
The DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge features the following events
Stay connected with wildlife sightings, updates and refuge activities on our website www.fws.gov/midwest/DeSoto
www.fws.gov/midwest/boyerchute
On Facebook.

Search DeSoto and Boyer Chute

National Wildlife Refuges

January through December –

Weekend Wildlife Films 
Films are shown Saturdays & Sundays 
in the Visitor Center @ 1:30 p.m.
February  17th – 20th 

15th  Annual Great Backyard Bird Count

Discover a variety of birds through the windows of the visitor center.  How many species can you find?  For more information: http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc
March 24th 

Spring Migration Bird Day 
Celebrate the spring migration.  Spotting scope stations to help visitors find and identify the birds of the spring migration.  Family events at the Visitor Center –
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

April 22th – June 5th 

Woodcarvings by Klingers
Game fish and habitat of the Midwestern waters 
are the inspirations of wood sculptures 
by artists Gary & Mary Ann Klinger.  
May 6
Spring Bird Count

Anyone interested, report to DeSoto Refuge, administrative building parking lot area.  Contact Steve Van Riper 712-388-4807, cell 402-957-8951, steve_van_riper@fws.gov
May 12th  

Cleanup and Conservation Day
Volunteers needed! Celebrate the spirit of Earth Day and volunteerism by participating in conservation projects at DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge.  Prairie cord grass planting, litter and debris clean-up and hiking trail maintenance.    Registration is encouraged. 
Call 712-388-4800.
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Summer Ranger Programs
All programs are free unless otherwise listed
Family Fishing Day
June 2, Saturday, 9:00 – 1:00

South Gate Recreation Area

Enjoy fun activities.  Fishing from kayaks demonstrated by Bass Pro Shop.  Shoreline fishing with equipment for loan by Nebraska Game and Parks.  Fishing clinic instructions provided by the staff and volunteers of DeSoto NWR, Bass Pro Shops, Iowa DNR, and Nebraska Game & Parks.
Junior Refuge Manager Program Series
Thursday, 10:00 a.m.

June 7, 21, July 5, 19, August 2, 16

Saturdays, 10:00 a.m.

May 26th, June 16,30, July 14,28, August 11

Children will love these nature themed programs.

Pre-registration is appreciated.

712-388-4800

Kids Fishing Clinic

South Gate Recreation Area

Saturdays, 10:00 a.m.

July 7, August 4

Discover the wonders of fishing with a DeSoto staff member.  Kids younger than 16, can fish without a license.  Fishing license requirements for Nebraska and Iowa residents age 16 years and older still apply.
Habitat Work Days

Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

June 23, July 21, August 18
Participate in conservation projects at the refuge.  Projects may include trail maintenance and trash clean-up.  Bring work gloves and water.  Meet at the visitor center
DeSoto

National Wildlife Refuge 
was created to provide sanctuary for migratory birds.
June 2nd 
Family Fishing Day
Join us for a FREE outdoor family-fun day.
June 9th 
National Get Outdoors Day
Fee FREE Day – Use the refuge to “get outdoors” 
June 6th – July 15th 

Journey of Light Photography 
Derrald Farnsworth-Livingston captures DeSoto and Boyer Chute NWR through digital imaging.

www.journeyoflight.com
August 27th – October 9th 
Art by Pam Cates 
Enjoy the local area through Pam’s artistic eye.  DeSoto 

And Boyer Chute NWR, Loess Hills, apple orchards and Omaha & Council Bluffs area 
September 29th 

National Public Lands Day
Fee FREE  Day - Join us to collect prairie seeds and participate in the nation’s largest hands-on volunteer effort to improve and enhance public lands.  For more information: http://www.npld.com/
October 14th – 20th 
National Wildlife Refuge Week

Celebrate America’s great outdoors with a visit to your national wildlife refuge

       ●     October 14th


Fee FREE Day – enjoy the refuge 
October 16th – November 16th
Russ Duerksen Art Exhibit

An award winning display of his finest works from a lifelong dream of being a full time wildlife artist.
November 10 – 12th 

Veteran’s Day Weekend

Fee FREE Weekend

November 17th – 18th
Art of the Wild Show & Sale 

Annual event featuring artwork, photography, carvings, and more from on-site local artists.   Event is sponsored by the Friends of Boyer Chute and DeSoto National Wildlife Refuges.
In the Month of AUGUST:
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Goldfinches begin nesting

as thistles go to seed
Dabbling ducks

return from the North
In the Month of  SEPTEMBER:
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Male white-tailed deer 

rub velvet off antlers; watch for their “rubs” on small trees
peak of fall shorebird migration; mid to late month

    Weekend Wildlife Films

August and September
Film shown at 1:30 p.m. only
Aug 4 & 5-   Lewis & Clark Expedition: “We    Proceeded On…”  - Describes their exploration, complete with diary excerpts, and a summary of the objectives and accomplishments.  30 minutes
Aug 11 & 12 – Creepy Crawlers 
A fast paced, colorful film about butterflies and bugs.  30 minutes

Aug 18 & 19 – Wolf Adventures 

Take an expedition into their shadowy world – separating the wolf of legend from the wolf of reality.  30 minutes
Aug 25 & 26 – Introducing Insects
This reveals the spectacular beauty of insects, as well as their life cycles, habitats, and inter-relations with other species.  25 minutes
Sept 1 & 2 – Missouri 1804
Explore the Missouri River as it was 200 years ago.  30 minutes
Sept 8 & 9 – Going Green  
A guide to reducing the impact of your household on the environment.  20 minutes
Sept 15 & 16 – Monarch: A Butterfly Beyond Border’s – Watch this amazing creature in its various habitats.  It shows what we do know…but also reveals what we still do not know.  45 minutes
Sept 22 & 23 – Wetlands:  Lemons or Lemonade? – Overview of wetlands in the Midwest.  20 minutes
Sept 29 & 30 – Blossoms on the Prairie
Excellent photos, music and narration about Nebraska’s prairie flowers.  25 minutes
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