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Welcome to
Huron Wetland
Management
Distirict

This goose,
designed by J.N.
“Ding” Darling,
has become the
symbol of the
National Wildlife
Refuge System.

When to Visit

The public lands of Huron Wetland
Management District (WMD), called
waterfowl production areas (WPA),
are a part of the National Wildlife
Refuge System. These WPAs are
managed to preserve wetlands;
benefit endangered species,
migratory birds, and other wildlife;
and provide places for people to
learn about and enjoy wildlife.

Huron WMD lies within the prairie
pothole region in east-central South
Dakota. Headquartered in Huron,
South Dakota, the District consists
of more than 60 WPAs, totaling
approximately 17,500 acres, in
Beadle, Sanborn, Jerauld, Hand,
Hyde, Hughes, Sully, and Buffalo
counties.

Places to Explore

The WPASs are open year-round to
foot travel only. Visitors will find a
rich variety of plant and animal life.
Native prairie grasses, wildflowers,
and wetland flora can be observed
and studied in natural prairie
settings. If you have time, a short
walk often reveals a fascinating
world of wildlife.

Birds and large mammals native

to the prairie can easily be seen

and heard year-round. While not
always visible, many species of small
mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and
fish are also present.

During migration, large numbers
and diverse species of bird life make
WPASs a paradise for photographers
and bird watchers. Sharp-tailed
grouse and greater prairie-chicken
leks are active in March and April.
Snow geese usually pass through the
District during March, while other
ducks and geese are most abundant
in April and May. Spring shorebird
migration peaks during the first

2 weeks of May. Migrating songbirds
begin to arrive in late April and
continue through May.

Breeding songbirds continue to be
active and vocal through June. Many
waterfowl species use the WPAs to
breed and rear young, with broods
appearing in May. Many more
young birds can be seen in June,
July, and August. Young mammals
are also easily seen in late summer.
Shorebirds begin to return from the
north in late June. They are most
abundant in July and early August.
During fall migration, waterfowl
numbers peak in September. Snow
geese, however, often do not arrive
until October or November.

Maga Ta-Hohpi is the largest WPA
in the District, with a native prairie
demonstration area, observation
platform, GPS and compass courses,
and over 3 miles of mowed trails to
explore. LeClaire WPA remains

wet even in the driest years and is a
great place to view waterfowl. Cain
Creek WPA provides an opportunity
to see a diversity of wildlife, with
beavers using the flowing creek

and woodland birds using the
shelterbelts. The rolling terrain and
expansive mixed-grass prairie of
Harter WPA provides habitat for
pronghorn, sharp-tailed grouse,
upland sandpipers, and chestnut-
collared longspurs. The mudflats of
Bauer WPA are an excellent place to
look for shorebirds in late summer.

For a full listing of all waterfowl
production areas within the District,
contact the staff at the Huron WMD
Headquarters in Huron, South
Dakota, or consult the South Dakota
Sportsman’s Atlas published by the
South Dakota Department of Game,
Fish and Parks.



About the
Wildlife List

Birds

Information provided in this brochure
regarding species presence,
seasonal occurrence, abundance,
and distribution is based upon
the eight-county area within

the WMD. This wildlife list also
includes species that frequent the
Missouri River as it flows along
the western boundaries of Sully,
Hughes, and Buffalo counties.
Most species may be more or less
abundant at any given location,
depending on the distribution

of the individual species and the
habitat available at that location.

The 304 species of birds found on
this check list have been observed
within Huron WMD; 131 -, g
of those species nest, have
nested, or are highly likely
to nest within Huron WMD.
An additional 35 species are
listed as accidental. As of
April 2006, four species are
listed on the Federal
threatened and
endangered species list
— the whooping crane
and least tern are
endangered; the bald
eagle and piping plover
are threatened. The
yellow-billed cuckoo is a
candidate species for
Federal listing. :

Grasshopper sparrow

on big bluestem
USFWS

Bird Seasonal
Occurrence

Bird Abundance

Nesting Within
the District
Boundary

Native versus
Non-native

Accessibility
Information

Spring (March - May)

Summer (June - August)

Fall (September - November)
Winter (December - February)

SR

a  abundant - occurring in large
numbers

¢ common - certain to be seen in
suitable habitat

u  uncommon - present, but
not certain to be seen

0 occasional - seen only a few
times during the season

r rare - seen at intervals of
2 to 10 years

x  accidental - there is a recorded
occurrence during the season

Note: These indicators of abundance
are an average for the entire WMD.

¢ One or more confirmed nesting
records

o Species suspected to nest
at least occasionally, but further
confirmation is needed

n  Indicates a non-native species

Equal opportunity to participate

in and benefit from programs and
activities of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service is available to all individuals
regardless of physical or mental
ability. Dial 7-1-1 for a free connection
to the State transfer relay service

for TTY and voice calls to and from
the speech and hearing impaired.

For more information or to address
accessibility needs, please contact

the Refuge staff at 605 / 352 5894

or the U.S. Department of Interior,
Office of Equal Opportunity, 1849 C
Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20240.



Common Bird Name
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Swans, Geese, and Ducks

Greater White-fronted Goose

Snow Goose

Ross’s Goose

Canada Goose

o

Tundra Swan

Wood Duck

o

Gadwall

o

American Wigeon

o

American Black Duck

Mallard

Blue-winged Teal
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Cinnamon Teal

Northern Shoveler

Northern Pintail

Green-winged Teal

Canvasback

Redhead

Ring-necked Duck
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Greater Scaup

Lesser Scaup

[
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Surf Scoter

White-winged Scoter

i

Black Scoter

Long-tailed Duck (formerly Oldsquaw)

Bufflehead

Common Goldeneye

Hooded Merganser

Common Merganser

Red-breasted Merganser

Ruddy Duck
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Gallinaceous Birds
_*n Gray Partridge
_*n Ring-necked Pheasant

Sharp-tailed Grouse

Greater Prairie-Chicken

Wild Turkey

[SRE=NECHE-Ri=]
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Loons

Pacific Loon

o

o

Common Loon

[

[

Grebes

Pied-billed Grebe

_ Horned Grebe

Red-necked Grebe

Eared Grebe

Western Grebe

_ Clark’s Grebe

HRlolo|B|IS|io
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Common Bird Name

Sp

Pelicans
_ American White Pelican

Cormorants
¢ Double-crested Cormorant

Bitterns, Herons, and Egrets
* American Bittern

e Least Bittern

e Great Blue Heron

W

Great Egret

Snowy Egret

=loolgla

Little Blue Heron

Cattle Egret

o Green Heron

* Black-crowned Night-Heron

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
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Ibises and Spoonbills
_ White-faced Ibis

New World Vultures
_ Turkey Vulture

Osprey, Kites, Hawks, and Eagles
Osprey

» Bald Eagle

e Northern Harrier

Sharp-shinned Hawk

Cooper’s Hawk

Northern Goshawk

RaRloS|o
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Red-shouldered Hawk

Broad-winged Hawk

e Swainson’s Hawk

¢ Red-tailed Hawk

* Ferruginous Hawk

Rough-legged Hawk

RS sle =

Golden Eagle

HlolSsojo|leRIRISS|o|Ee|S

HlolSsojo|leRIRISS|o|Ee|S

=lolR|a

Falcons and Caracaras
e American Kestrel

o

o

_ Merlin

__ Gyrfaleon

Peregrine Falcon

[

Prairie Falcon

[
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Rails
_+ Virginia Rail

* Sora

Common Moorhen

American Coot
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Common Bird Name

Sp

Cranes
» Sandhill Crane

_ Whooping Crane

=

=

Plovers
___ Black-bellied Plover

American Golden-Plover

Semipalmated Plover

Piping Plover

Killdeer

[cRE=NE=RIcHE=]
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Stilts and Avocets
_ Black-necked Stilt

=

=

_*» American Avocet

[

[

Sandpipers and Phalaropes
Greater Yellowlegs

Lesser Yellowlegs

Solitary Sandpiper

+ Willet

* Spotted Sandpiper

* Upland Sandpiper
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‘Whimbrel

Long-billed Curlew

Hudsonian Godwit

* Marbled Godwit

Ruddy Turnstone

Red Knot

Sanderling

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Western Sandpiper

Least Sandpiper

White-rumped Sandpiper

Baird’s Sandpiper

Pectoral Sandpiper

Dunlin

Stilt Sandpiper

oR|Slg|R ISR O

Buff-breasted Sandpiper

Short-billed Dowitcher

Long-billed Dowitcher

+  Wilson’s Snipe

o American Woodcock

»  Wilson’s Phalarope

Red-necked Phalarope
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Skuas, Jaegers, Gulls, and Terns
_ Franklin’s Gull

Bonaparte’s Gull

—

Ring-billed Gull

" California Gull

S0 0|o
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~ Herring Gull

Common Bird Name Sp S F W
_ Thayer’s Gull r r
__ Glaucous Gull 0 0 o
___ Black-legged Kittiwake r r
Caspian Tern r x r
Common Tern u u
* Forster’s Tern c ¢ ¢
* Least Tern u u u
* Black Tern c c ¢
Pigeons and Doves
_*n Rock Pigeon c ¢ ¢ ¢
__n European Collared-Dove r r r r
_* Mourning Dove c ¢ ¢ r
Cuckoos and Anis
+ Black-billed Cuckoo u u u
_* Yellow-billed Cuckoo u u u
Barn Owls
_* Barn Owl r r r r
Typical Owls
» Eastern Screech-Owl c ¢ ¢ c
* Great Horned Owl ¢c ¢ c c
Snowy Owl r
* Burrowing Owl u u u
» Long-eared Owl u r u u
o Short-eared Owl u u u u
_ Northern Saw-whet Owl r x r r
Nightjars
_» Common Nighthawk c ¢ ¢
_ Whip-poor-will r r
Swifts
_+ Chimney Swift c ¢ ¢
Hummingbirds
__ Ruby-throated Hummingbird u r u
Kingfishers
_+ Belted Kingfisher u u u r
Woodpeckers
* Red-headed Woodpecker u u u x
* Red-bellied Woodpecker 0O 0 0 u
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker r r r x
* Downy Woodpecker c c c ¢
* Hairy Woodpecker u u u u
* Northern Flicker ¢c ¢ c u




Common Bird Name
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Tyrant Flycatchers
Olive-sided Flycatcher

o Eastern Wood-Pewee

o

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher

[

Alder Flycatcher

» Willow Flycatcher

* Least Flycatcher

Eastern Phoebe

Say’s Phoebe

* Great Crested Flycatcher

*  Western Kingbird

» Eastern Kingbird
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Shrikes
» Loggerhead Shrike

o

[

[

__ Northern Shrike

Vireos
_ White-eyed Vireo

Bell’s Vireo

Yellow-throated Vireo

Blue-headed Vireo

Warbling Vireo

Philadelphia Vireo

Red-eyed Vireo

o020

oo |S|S (oM

Crows, Jays, and Magpies
* Blue Jay

o

» Black-billed Magpie

W

~

=

_+ American Crow

Larks
* Horned Lark

Swallows
_+ Purple Martin

Tree Swallow

Northern Rough-winged Swallow

Bank Swallow

Cliff Swallow

Barn Swallow

e BIcBIcR e R IcHi=]
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Titmice and Chickadees
_* Black-capped Chickadee

Nuthatches
Red-breasted Nuthatch

o White-breasted Nuthatch

Common Bird Name

Sp

Creepers
_ Brown Creeper

Wrens
Rock Wren

__ Carolina Wren

House Wren

Winter Wren

Sedge Wren

Marsh Wren

o006 R
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Kinglets

___ Golden-crowned Kinglet

o

o

___ Ruby-crowned Kinglet

0ld World Warblers
__ Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

Thrushes
e FEastern Bluebird

" Mountain Bluebird

Townsend’s Solitaire

Veery

Gray-cheeked Thrush

Swainson’s Thrush

Hermit Thrush

Wood Thrush

e American Robin

Varied Thrush

RloR|ISo|ER|RIRIS
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Mimic Thrushes
_* Gray Catbird

o

o

* Northern Mockingbird

=

=

_* Brown Thrasher

Starlings
_*n European Starling

Wagtails and Pipits
American (Water) Pipit

: Sprague’s Pipit

Waxwings
Bohemian Waxwing

_» Cedar Waxwing



Common Bird Name
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Wood Warblers

Blue-winged Warbler

Golden-winged Warbler

Tennessee Warbler

Orange-crowned Warbler

Nashville Warbler

Northern Parula

Yellow Warbler

Chestnut-sided Warbler

Magnolia Warbler

Cape May Warbler

Black-throated Blue Warbler

Yellow-rumped Warbler

Black-throated Green Warbler

Blackburnian Warbler

Pine Warbler

Palm Warbler

Bay-breasted Warbler

Blackpoll Warbler
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Cerulean Warbler

Black-and-white Warbler

American Redstart

Worm-eating Warbler

Ovenbird

Northern Waterthrush

Connecticut Warbler

Mourning Warbler

MacGillivray’s Warbler

Common Yellowthroat
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Hooded Warbler

Wilson’s Warbler

o

Canada Warbler

o

Yellow-breasted Chat
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Tanagers

Summer Tanager

[

Scarlet Tanager

Western Tanager

~

~

Sparrows and Towhees

Spotted Towhee

Eastern Towhee

American Tree Sparrow

Chipping Sparrow

Clay-colored Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Vesper Sparrow

Lark Sparrow

Lark Bunting

Savannah Sparrow

oRrR~RSCOoo0lolaa
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Common Bird Name
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_* Grasshopper Sparrow

Baird’s Sparrow

Henslow’s Sparrow

Le Conte’s Sparrow

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

* Song Sparrow

Lincoln’s Sparrow

<l

*  Swamp Sparrow

White-throated Sparrow

Harris’ Sparrow

White-crowned Sparrow

Dark-eyed Junco
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* McCown’s Longspur

Lapland Longspur

(¢}

* Chestnut-collared Longspur

o

Snow Bunting
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Cardinals, Grosheaks, and Allies
* Northern Cardinal

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

» Black-headed Grosbeak

e Blue Grosbeak

Lazuli Bunting

* Indigo Bunting

¢ Dickeissel
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Blackbirds and Orioles
* Bobolink

* Red-winged Blackbird

* Western Meadowlark

¢ Yellow-headed Blackbird

oo

Rusty Blackbird

Brewer’s Blackbird

e Common Grackle

e Brown-headed Cowbird
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e QOrchard Oriole

» Baltimore Oriole
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Finches
Pine Grosbeak

Purple Finch

¢ House Finch

Red Crossbill

White-winged Crossbill

Common Redpoll

cR=Ro
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Hoary Redpoll

Pine Siskin

o

o

e American Goldfinch

o

o

Evening Grosbeak
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Common Bird Name Sp S F W

0ld World Sparrows
_*n House Sparrow a a a a

Accidental Species
Brant

Common Eider

Harlequin Duck

Barrow’s Goldeneye

Red-throated Loon

Mountain Plover

Ruff

Pomarine Jaeger

Parasitic Jaeger

Laughing Gull

Little Gull

Mew Gull

Iceland Gull

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Sabine’s Gull

Arctic Tern

Band-tailed Pigeon

Groove-billed Ani

Williamson’s Sapsucker

Cordilleran Flycatcher

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher

Gray Jay

Pinyon Jay

Clark’s Nuteracker

Western Bluebird

Curve-billed Thrasher

Black-throated Gray Warbler

Townsend’s Warbler

Yellow-throated Warbler

Prairie Warbler

Kentucky Warbler

Green-tailed Towhee

Brewer’s Sparrow

Great-tailed Grackle

Cassin’s Finch

Reference: American Ornithologists’ Union. 1998.
Check-list of North American Birds, 7th ed. American
Ornithologists’ Union, Washington, D.C. and the AOU
(2000, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005) supplements

Common Mammal Name

Abundance

Opossums
___ Virginia Opossum

Shrews
_ Masked Shrew

_ Hayden’s Shrew

Pygmy Shrew

Dwarf Shrew

Northern Short-tailed Shrew

~ Least Shrew
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Vesper Bats
Little Brown Myotis

~_ Eastern Red Bat

Hoary Bat

Silver-haired Bat

__ Big Brown Bat

Sles ==

Hares and Rabbits
Eastern Cottontail

__ White-tailed Jackrabbit

()

Squirrels
_ Woodchuck

_ Franklin’s Ground Squirrel

Richardson’s Ground Squirrel

Thirteen-lined Ground Squirrel

___ Black-tailed Prairie Dog

Eastern Fox Squirrel

oo |S 0|

Pocket Gophers
___ Northern Pocket Gopher

__ Plains Pocket Gopher

Pocket Mice and Kangaroo Rats
Olive-backed Pocket Mouse

__ Plains Pocket Mouse
___ Hispid Pocket Mouse

Beavers
_ American Beaver

Mice, Rats, and Voles

_ Western Harvest Mouse
White-footed Mouse

Deer Mouse

: Northern Grasshopper Mouse

_ n Norway or Brown Rat

n House Mouse

__ Prairie Vole

__ Meadow Vole

_ Common Muskrat
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Common Mammal Name

Abundance

Jumping Mice
_ Meadow Jumping Mouse

New World Porcupines
_ North American Porcupine

Dogs, Foxes, and Wolves
Coyote

~ Red Fox

_ Common Gray Fox

Raccoons, Ringtails, and Coaties
_ Northern Raccoon

Weasels, Otters, and Badgers
Ermine or Short-tailed Weasel

~ Long-tailed Weasel

_ Least Weasel

nEuropean Ferret

_ American Mink

_ American Badger
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Skunks
___ Eastern Spotted Skunk

~

_ Striped Skunk

Cats
___ Bobcat

Deer
Mule Deer

__ White-tailed Deer

Pronghorn
__ Pronghorn

Reference: Revised Checklist of North American

Mammals North of Mexico, 2003

Common Amphibian Name Abundance
Mole Salamanders

_ Tiger Salamander u
True Toads

_ American Toad r
_ Great Plains Toad c
__ Canadian (Dakota) Toad r
__ Woodhouse’s Toad u

Common Amphibian Name Abundance
Treefrogs

__ Western Chorus Frog c
Spadefoots

_ Plains Spadefoot r
True Frogs

___ Northern Leopard Frog c

Reference: U.S. Geological Survey’s Checklist of
Amphibian Species and Identification Guide,
<http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/narcam/idguide>

Common Reptile Name Abundance
Skinks

___ Northern Prairie Skink r
Snapping Turtles

___ Snapping Turtle u
Box and Water Turtles

__ Western Painted Turtle c
_ False Map Turtle r
_ Western Ornate Box Turtle r
Softshells

___ Spiny Softshell Turtle r
___ Smooth Softshell Turtle r
Harmless Egg-laying Snakes

___ Bullsnake u
Harmless Live-bearing Snakes

__ Common Garter Snake c
_ Plains Garter Snake c
Vipers and Pitvipers

__ Prairie Rattlesnake r
Harmless Rear-fanged Snakes

__ Plains Hognose Snake u

Reference: The Center for North American Herpetology,
<http://www.cnah.org>



Common Fish Name

Abundance

Sturgeons
_ Pallid Sturgeon

___ Shovelnose Sturgeon

Paddlefishes
_ Paddlefish

Gars
Longnose Gar

_ Shortnose Gar

Mooneyes
___ Goldeye

Herrings and Shads
_ Gizzard Shad

Carps and Minnows
Central Stoneroller

~ Red Shiner

_ n Common Carp

Brassy Minnow

Common Shiner

Golden Shiner

Emerald Shiner

Bigmouth Shiner

Topeka Shiner

Sand Shiner

Bluntnose Minnow

Fathead Minnow

Creek Chub

cloggRRala|gRloS|=

Suckers
___ River Carpsucker

White Sucker

Blue Sucker

Smallmouth Buffalo

Bigmouth Buffalo

_ Shorthead Redhorse
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North American Catfishes
__ Black Bullhead

_ Yellow Bullhead

Channel Catfish

Stonecat

Tadpole Madtom

_ Flathead Catfish

RiRIRS RO

Pikes and Pickerels
__ Northern Pike

Common Fish Name

Abundance

Smelts
___ Rainbow Smelt

Trout, Salmon, and Whitefish
Rainbow Trout

~_ Chinook Salmon

__n Brown Trout

_ Lake Trout

RIRRR

Cods

___ Burbot

Topminnows and Killifishes
___ Banded Killifish

Sticklebacks
_ Brook Stickleback

Temperate Basses
_ White Bass

Sunfishes
_ Green Sunfish

_ Pumpkinseed

__ Orangespotted Sunfish

Bluegill

__ Smallmouth Bass

_ Largemouth Bass

White Crappie

_ Black Crappie

cRloRlo|lg|R|a

Perches and Darters
Towa Darter

__ Johnnydarter

_ Yellow Perch

_ Sauger

_ Walleye

oS |o|a |

Drums
_ Freshwater Drum

Reference: Common and Scientific Names of Fishes
from the United States, Canada, and Mexico, 6th ed.

American Fisheries Society, 200/

Yellow Perch
Bob Hines / USFWS
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