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Hurricane Irene

On August 27, Hurricane Irene devastated the Pea
Island National Wildlife Refuge, but did minimal
damage to the Alligator River National Wildlife
Refuge.

Storm surge breached North Carolina Highway 12
in four places around the old refuge office,
maintenance shop, and intern residence. There was
also a breach at the ‘S Curves’ just north of
Rodanthe at the southern end of the refuge. A surge
from the sound side breached the west dike of North
Pond damaging the bulkhead next to the pumping
station.

The old Pea Island refuge office and maintenance
shop collapsed into one of the breaches as did the
concrete shed in which supplies and equipment used
for the monitoring of sea turtles were stored. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service had decided earlier
in the spring of 2011 to demolish the buildings at
Pea Island and relocate the office and intern
residence off of the refuge.

The North Carolina Department of Transportation is
erecting a 650-foot temporary metal bridge to span
the breaches around the refuge buildings. The
temporary bridge is scheduled for completion in
early October.

Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge is closed only
because NC Hwy 12 is closed and will reopen when
the road does. The Pea Island Visitor Center was
not damaged during the storm, except for the
curtains on the front porch. Weather enclosing the
front deck with siding and windows or replacing the
curtains - or a combination of the two are being
considered. There is currently no power at the
Visitor Center, but the power company has made
assurances that there will be at least generator
power by the time the road is reopened.
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Four Breaches in the Vicinity of the Old Refuge Office,
Maintenance Building, and Intern Residence (USFWS Photo)

Wildfest
Wildfest, an environmental education event oriented
toward children and families, will occur on
Wednesday, October 26 at the Wright Brothers
National Memorial. The large Wright Brothers
Pavilion at the Memorial provides a great location
for environmental agencies and organizations to
teach participants about the conservation of natural
resources. More than five hundred attendees
participated in 2010.

Refuge Intern Describing Different kinds of Shells and their
Occupants to Wildfest Participants (Tracey Rock Photo)



Wings over Water
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A Black Bear Seen on the Tram Tour During
2010 Wings over Water (Tracey Rock Photo)

The Wings over Water Festival will be held from
November 8-13, 2011 on the national wildlife
refuges and other locations throughout northeastern
North Carolina. The event attracts participants to
over 90 activities featured over the six-day event.

The Festival features birding and paddling tours,
trips to historic attractions and area refuges and

parks, geocaching, and presentations on climate
change and nature photography,

Award-winning photographer, author and biologist
Todd Pusser will deliver this year's keynote
presentation. He has traveled to more than 30
countries and into every ocean basin on earth. His
photographs have appeared in hundreds of
publications around the world and have been
featured in prominent magazines such as BBC
Wildlife, National Wildlife, National Geographic
Kids, and Ocean Realm.

Tram Tour at Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge
(USFWS Photo)

Thank You, Volunteers
Volunteers continue to make a significant
contribution to the administration of Alligator River
and Pea Island National Wildlife Refuges.
Volunteers from the local community staff the
visitor center at Pea Island and maintain the
refuge’s visibility seven days a week. Resident
volunteers staff the visitor center, perform
maintenance on the refuges, and assist with
education and interpretation programs.

The fall interns for 2011 arrived on August 8 and
will assist with Wildfest, Wings over Water, other
education and interpretation programs, biological
monitoring, and maintenance.

Coastal Wildlife Refuge Society
The Coastal Wildlife Refuge Society is a non-profit
organization established and incorporated in 1989
by a group of local citizens to provide support for
Alligator River, Pea Island, and other national
wildlife refuges in eastern North Carolina.

The Society has three purposes: generate funds to
support programs and activities, assist in the
recruitment of volunteers, and provide a voice for
the members of the Society at a local, state, and
national level.

More information about the Society is on its web
site at: http://www.coastalwildliferefuge.com/

Pea Island Office, Residence, and
Resident VVolunteer Pad Moving in 2012

The Fish and Wildlife Service had decided to
relocate the Pea Island office, residence, and
resident volunteer pad in 2012 before Hurricane
Irene. The office and shop were damaged in 2010
by a storm, and the structure was undermined by
erosion. The staff relocated their office to the living
room of the interns’ residence. An inspection of the
residence this spring had yielded problems that
cannot be corrected economically.

The staff will relocate to an office near the Bodie
Island Lighthouse north of Oregon Inlet. The Fish
and Wildlife Service will purchase a house in South
Nags Head for intern housing. The resident
volunteers will have hookups for their recreational
vehicles at the Hatteras National Seashore
maintenance area in South Nags Head.



Alligator River Office and Visitor Center

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service broke ground in
2010 on its 18,000-square foot office and visitor
center for the Alligator River National Wildlife
Refuge on U.S. Route 64 in Manteo across from the
Fort Raleigh National Historic Site.

The contractor began work on the building site at
the end of May. The perimeter foundation and
elevator tower have been completed. Framing
should begin the first week in October. The
estimated completion date for the building is spring
of 2012.

2011 Fall Interns

The fall interns for 2011 follow:

Amy Etherington is an intern from the summer who
is staying through the fall. Amy is from Versailles,
Kentucky in central Kentucky. She graduated from
Campbellsville University in Campbellsville,
Kentucky with a degree in biology. Her favorite
courses in college were Ornithology and
Ichthyology. Amy loves running, especially on the
beach.

Whitney Wallett graduated in May 2011 from
Coker College in Hartsville, South Carolina, with a
degree in biology and a concentration in ecology.
She calls Shermans Dale, PA home, and this
internship is her first opportunity to explore the
Outer Banks! In her free time, Whitney enjoys
fishing, reading, movies, going to minor league
baseball games, watching football, and playing
softball.

Alayna McGarry is the new red wolf care taker at
Alligator River. She graduated from the University
of Delaware in 2010 with a degree in Wildlife
Conservation. Alayna is from Ocean City,
Maryland, so she is used to the laid back beach
atmosphere of the Outer Banks. Her dream is to
work with large mammals while traveling the
world! She is looking forward to all of the hands-
on experience and biology work that she will get to
do here. Alayna loves to travel, snorkel, read and try
out new things.

Fire Program
A lightning strike started the 45,294-acre Pains Bay

fire on May 7 in the southern part of the Alligator

River National Wildlife Refuge. Firefighters
restricted the fire to the refuge and the Dare County
Bombing Range. The fire was declared 100%
contained on June 27.

The fire occurred in dense vegetation on organic
soils. The water table in the soil is at or near the
surface for most of the year. When the soil dries
out, it can and does burn. The fire burned in 1,000
acres of the soil through the summer.

Pea Island Turtle Report

Both loggerhead and green sea turtles nest on Pea
Island. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service classifies
both species as threatened under the Endangered
Species Act.

During the summer of 2011, the Refuge
documented thirteen nests of eggs. Ten nests were
relocated to safe locations; three were laid in safe
locations. Eleven (85%) nests hatched. An
estimated 1,345 eggs were laid, 1,133 (84%) eggs
hatched, and 843 (65%) hatchlings emerged from
the nests. The average number of eggs per nest was
99 and an average of 65 turtles emerged from each
nest. The mean incubation time was 52 days.

Tram Tours

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (with assistance
from the Coastal Wildlife Refuge Society)
purchased an open air tram in 2010 with which to
conduct tours of the refuges. The tours of the
Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge continued
this summer on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.
Two hundred seventy two visitors have taken tours
this summer. The decreased attendance this summer
was probably due to the Pains Bay fire on the refuge
and the fee charged for the tours this year.

Fall tram tours will be held on Saturday, October 8
and Saturday, December 10 from 9AM until noon.
The themes for the tours will be a Scavenger Hunt
to celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week in
October and Plants in Winter on the Refuge in
December. The tram tours will depart from the
Creef Cut Trail Parking Lot at the intersection of
Milltail Road and U.S. Route 64.



Fall Program Schedule

The Fish and Wildlife Service has set the program
schedule for the fall of 2011. The staff has posted
the schedule at:
http://www.fws.qgov/alligatorriver/Images/Interpreti
vePrograms.pdf

Bird walks will be conducted at the Pea Island
National Wildlife Refuge in October on
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, in November on
Thursday, Friday, and Sunday, and in December on
Friday and Sunday. The walks will occur in the
morning from 8:00 to 9:30.

Staff and volunteers will lead Alligator River tram
tours on Saturday, October 8 and Saturday,
December 10 from 9AM until noon. The tram tours
will depart from the Creef Cut Trail Parking Lot at
the intersection of Milltail Road and U.S. Route 64.

Red Wolf Howling events will take place on
Saturday, October 15 at 6PM for Wolf Awareness
Week, Saturday, October 29 at 6PM for Howl-O-
Week, and Saturday, December 10 at 4PM for the
Holiday Howl. The Howlings will depart from the
Creef Cut Trail Parking Lot at the intersection of
Milltail Road and U.S. Route 64.

No reservations or registration is required for fall
programs which are all free.

School Programs

Visitor Services Specialists Cindy Heffley and
Abbey Reibel conduct programs to local schools.
Volunteers from the community and college interns
assist them with the programs.

Cindy brings lessons to Dare County’s middle
school-aged children in Junior Naturalists Clubs at
Manteo Middle School, Fist Flight Middle School,
and Cape Hatteras Secondary School. Cindy can
always use more volunteers to assist her. Interested
parties can contact Cindy at 252-987-1118 or
Cindy_ Heffley@fws.gov.

Abbey teaches kindergarten students in wildlife
clubs at Manteo Elementary School, Kitty Hawk
Elementary School, and Nags Head Elementary
School. Abbey expanded her program to first grades
in September. She needs volunteers to assist with

planning and conducting programs. Interested
parties may contact Abbey at 252-475-0060, or
abbey_reibel@fws.gov.

Climate Change Project

The Nature Conservancy’s Climate Change
Adaptation Project on the Alligator River National
Wildlife Refuge continues along Point Peter Road
on the east side of U.S. Route 264 between Manns
Harbor and Stumpy Point.

This summer, The Nature Conservancy continued to
work on acquiring permits for additional hydrologic
restoration work to the north and south of the Point
Peter Road demonstration site. The staff plans to
begin the work this autumn to install ditch plugs at
three secondary drainage ditches along the eastern
shoreline of the refuge. This work will encourage
sheet flow of storm water, increasing water quality
in Pamlico Sound, and will prevent saltwater
intrusion into the pocosin.

The staff and volunteers also monitored the
demonstration site, looking at changes in water
quality, water flow, soil accretion and subsidence,
shoreline erosion rates, estuarine fauna species
richness, and seedling growth and survival after
restoration.

Volunteers from the Ohio State University, the
University of North Carolina — Greensboro, and the
Duck United Methodist Church helped bag oyster
shells in June and August. This fall, the staff and
volunteers will continue to bag oyster shells. The
bagging events are scheduled for October 17-21
with other dates to be determined. The bags will be
used to establish a 250-foot reef at Point Peter.
Volunteers are always needed to fill the bags of
oyster shells. Interested parties should contact Kate
Murray at kmurray@tnc.org.

The results of the project will guide efforts in other
areas of the coast to mitigate the effects of climate
change, including a pilot project to reduce shoreline
erosion in the vicinity of the Bell Island pier in
Swanquarter National Wildlife Refuge. Information
on the project can be found by going to The Nature
Conservancy’s web site at www.nature.org and
following the links to the North Carolina Chapter
home page.




