U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Siletz Bay
National Wildlife Refuge

Comprehensive Conservation Plan




A Vision of Conservation

At Siletz Bay National Wildlife Refuge we will preserve in perpetuity a dynamie
mixture of tidal marsh, sloughs, mudflats, and forest. The refuge will be a place
where salmon and trout find shelter near large woody debris; where birds of prey
hunt from perches on starched skeleton trees; and where herons, egrets, and
waterfowl safely forage in the tidally influenced waters.

Tidal marshes and woodlands will be restored to their historic conditions and
invasive plants will be eradicated whenever they are found. We will work
with our conservation partners to apply sound, scientific principles, and
adaptive management strategies to sustain the integrity of the estuary
in the face of a changing climate. Paddling through the open waters
that nourish the refuge, visitors will experience unique opportunities
to connect with nature.

Comprehensive Conservation Plans provide long-term guidance
Sfor management decisions and set forth goals, objectives, and
strategies needed to accomplish refuge purposes and identify the
Service’s best estimate of future needs. These plans detail program
planning levels that are sometimes substantially above current
budget allocations and, as such, are primarily for Service
strategic planning and program prioritization purposes. The
plans do not constitute a commitment for staffing increases,
operational and maintenance increases, or

Sfunding for future land acquisition.
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Finding of No Significant Impact
for the
Siletz Bay National Wildlife Refuge
Comprehensive Conservation Plan
Lincoln County, Oregon

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has completed a Comprehensive Conservation Plan
(CCP) and Environmental Assessment (EA) for Siletz Bay National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge). The
CCP will guide management of the Refuge for 15 years. The CCP/EA describes our proposals for
managing the Refuge and their effects on the human environment under three alternatives, including
the no action alternative.

Decision

Based on our comprehensive review and analysis in the CCP/EA, we selected Alternative C for
implementation, because it will guide management of the Refuge in a manner that:
e Achieves the mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System, and the purposes, vision, and
goals of the Refuge.
Maintains and restores the ecological integrity of the Refuge’s habitats and populations.
Addresses the important issues identified during the CCP scoping process.
Addresses the legal mandates of the Service and the Refuge.
Is consistent with the scientific principles of sound wildlife management and endangered
species recovery.
o Facilitates priority public uses appropriate and compatible with the Refuge’s purposes and
the Refuge System mission.

Summary of the Actions to be Implemented

Implementing the selected alternative will have no significant impacts on the environmental
resources identified in the CCP/EA. Refuge management under the selected alternative will protect,
maintain, and enhance habitat for priority species and resources of concern, and improve the public’s
opportunities to enjoy wildlife-dependent recreation.

Under Alternative C, an emphasis on protecting and maintaining estuarine, stream-riparian, and
forested habitats would remain; however, an increased level of active habitat management, inventory,
monitoring, and research would also be implemented. If feasible, tidal marsh restoration would occur
at Siletz Keys and Alder Island, and on any additional diked lands acquired.

Opportunities for wildlife observation and photography would be expanded with the development of
a loop trail, viewing platform, and parking lot at Alder Island. Unrestricted walking would be
allowed on refuge lands west of Highway 101 for the purpose of wildlife observation and
photography. Interpreter-led seasonal paddle trips would continue and potentially expand with the
development of a non-motorized boat launch near Alder Island.

Waterfowl hunting would be allowed daily in season on 87 acres of refuge lands west of Highway
101 and 3 days per week on 112 acres of refuge lands south of Millport Slough and east of Highway
101. A small gravel parking lot and kiosk would be developed to support the Millport Slough
waterfowl hunting access. Access to clamming would be allowed through Snag Alley and walk-in
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bank fishing would be allowed from Alder Island only.

Interpretation efforts would be expanded via the development of an interpretive trail around Alder
Island and the creation of additional interpretive signs and materials.

Other proposed actions under Alternative C include the consideration of climate change effects in all
management; the reduction of the Refuge’s carbon footprint; monitoring and control of invasive
species; fire management; maintenance of existing structures; coordination with State, Tribal, and
other partners to accomplish goals; cultural resources protection; volunteer opportunities; and the
continuation of land protection within the approved Refuge boundary. All proposed actions are
subject to funding availability.

Public Involvement and Changes Made to the Selected Alternative Based on Comments

We incorporated a variety of public involvement techniques in developing and reviewing the -
CCP/EA. This included two open houses, several planning updates, numerous meetings with partners
and elected officials, and public review and comment on the Draft CCP/EA. The details of our public
involvement program are described in the CCP in Appendix .

* Based on the public comments we received and considered, Alternative C as described in the
CCP/EA has been slightly modified.

e The waterfowl hunting area acreage on refuge lands west of Highway 101 has been changed
from 80 to 87 acres.

¢ The waterfowl hunting area acreage on refuge lands south of Millport Slough has been
changed from 97 to 112 acres.

¢ Clarification about clamming being subject to Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and
Oregon Department of Agriculture shellfish safety closures has been added.

¢ The Compatibility Determination for wildlife observation, photography, and interpretation
was modified to improve consistency.

e Some maps were updated to reflect the revised waterfowl hunting areas and above-referenced
clarifications.

e Some text changes were made to improve readability and clarity.

Conclusions

Based on review and evaluation of the information contained in the supporting references, I have
determined that implementing Alternative C as the CCP for Siletz Bay National Wildlife Refuge is
not a major Federal action that would significantly affect the quality of the human environment
within the meaning of section 102(2)(c} of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.
Accordingly, we are not required to prepare an environmental impact statement.

QL-& ZA")"‘-'-- \B-u_.?l, 2017

o
élg%urﬁe gional Director Date
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Supporting References

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2012. Siletz Bay National Wildlife Refuge draft Comprehensive
Conservation Plan and Environmental Assessment. U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Region 1, Portland, OR. 418 pp.

Note: This Finding of No Significant Impact and supporting references are available for public
review at the Oregon Coast National Wildlife Refuge Complex, 2127 SE Marine Science Drive,
Newport, Oregon 97365 and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of Planning, Visitor Services,
and Transportation, 911 NE 11" Avenue, Portland, Oregon, 97232. These documents can also be
found on the Internet at http://www.fws.gov/oregoncoast/. Interested and affected parties are being
notified of our decision.
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