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Steamboat Bertrand Museum Collection  
Returns to DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge 

Missouri Valley, Iowa - After an absence of more than two years, the Steamboat Bertrand Museum Collection, an 
archaeological time capsule of 1865 America, was returned to its home in DeSoto National Wildlife’s visitor center this 
past July and August. Due to the catastrophic flooding of the Missouri River, the collection of over 250,000 magnificently 
preserved Civil War era artifacts was evacuated in its entirety in early June, 2011. Stored  in a warehouse in Bellevue, 
Nebraska, the collection received a much needed inventory and inspection while the refuge itself and the collection’s 
home in the DeSoto visitor center underwent major repairs over the past two years. 

Over the next several months, the collection will be carefully unpacked and placed back on “display” in the visitor 
center’s unique open storage facility. Past visitors to DeSoto have been treated to what appears to be an exhibit of 
thousands of artifacts on display in what was (and remains) the refuge’s climate controlled museum artifact storage 
room.  In most museums, visitors can view only a small fraction of a collection at any one time and select artifacts are 
brought out of storage and arranged in smaller exhibits.  The Bertrand Collection is displayed in multiple formats 
combining the large arrangement of artifacts seen behind the glass walls of the storage room and individual artifacts 
displayed in cases located in the visitor center’s exhibit galleries.  

Preservation of archaeological artifacts is an important responsibility of all federal agencies. However, display of cultural 
collections of the size and importance of the Bertrand’s cargo is relatively rare in a national wildlife refuge.  Visitors to 
DeSoto can experience a significant and impressive part of the country’s history and wildlife - all less than a stone’s 
throw from the Omaha / Council Bluffs metro area.  
 
The National Wildlife Refuge system is a network of habitats that benefits wildlife, provides unparalleled outdoor 
experiences for all Americans, and protects a healthy environment.  National wildlife refuges provide habitat for more 
than 700 species of birds, 220 species of mammals, 250 reptile and amphibian species and more than 1,000 species of 
fish. More than 380 threatened or endangered plants or animals are protected on wildlife refuges.  
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Each year, hundreds of thousands of migrating birds use DeSoto and Boyer Chute refuges as stepping stones while they 
fly thousands of miles between their summer and winter homes.  DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge welcomes more than 
120,000 visitors each year who enjoy a wide variety of recreational activities including wildlife observation, wildlife 
photography, environmental education programs, fishing and hunting.  Make a visit to DeSoto to enjoy a great day in the 
outdoors, experience a variety of wildlife and a significant slice of American history embodied in the Bertrand Steamboat 
Collection. 

An entrance permit is required for all vehicles. The daily entrance fee for private vehicles is $3.00.  Permits may be 
obtained at the pay stations near the entrances or at the Visitor Center.  The charge for commercial vans and buses is 
$20, or $30 if 21 or more people are aboard.  Annual permits, including the $15 Annual DeSoto Refuge Pass, can be 
obtained at the visitor center.  

DeSoto & Boyer Chute National Wildlife Refuges are located north of Omaha, Nebraska along on U.S. Highway 30 
between Missouri Valley, Iowa and along U.S. Highway 75 near Ft. Calhoun, Nebraska.  For more information contact 
712/388-4800 or email the refuge at desoto@fws.gov. Check our websites, www.fws.gov/midwest/desoto/ or 
www.fws.gov/midwest/boyerchute/, for refuge updates.  Like us on Facebook - search for DeSoto and Boyer Chute 
National Wildlife Refuges. For more information on the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, visit www.fws.gov 
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