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Though snow coverage on the 
valley floor is below average 
this month, the enthusiasm of 
people wanting to view elk on the 
National Elk Refuge is up, with 
ridership on horse–drawn vehicles 
hitting an all–time high mark last 
weekend. Though the contractor 
switched from sleighs to wagons 
to mitigate for the patches of bare 
ground, the program set a record 
on Saturday, February 14 for the 
most riders in a single day. A total 
of 864 people enjoyed the sunny 
weather and warm temperatures 
while participating in the wildlife 
viewing activity.  It took 57 wagon 
trips to accommodate the record 
number of passengers, maxing 
out each wagon that can carry 
approximately 15 people at a time.

The previous busiest day was 
on December 28, 2013, when 862 
passengers filled 55 sleighs.

The sleigh ride program is the 
refuge’s most popular public 

use activity, with over 20,000 
people taking advantage of the 
unique experience each year. The 
Christmas holiday season and 

President’s Day weekend always 
tally up to be the two busiest times 
of the year. The sleigh contractor, 
Double H Bar, Inc. prepares for 
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Above: “Neither rain, nor snow, nor sleet, nor hail ...”  The sleigh ride contractor is prepared to operate under all kinds of environmental 
conditions. Below: Riders are especially interested in seeing and learning more about the antlers that adorn the bull elk.



the expected rush by having extra 
drivers and horses on hand. “We 
have 35 draft horses available on 
site, so we can rotate the teams 
and give them a rest on busy 
days,” explained Jeff Warburton, 
who manages the day–to–day 
operations with his brother, Chris.

Drivers present an educational 
program during each ride, 
enhancing the wildlife viewing 
and photography experience the 
trips provide.

To learn more about the sleigh ride 
program, visit the refuge’s web 
site at http://1.usa.gov/1uFGzZb. 
More photos of the sleigh rides 
are posted on a photo gallery at 
http://bit.ly/1vOeb93

Two bulls clash antlers near a sleigh. The sight and sound of males sparring is always a 
thrilling experience for visitors.

A group of wagons head out from the corrals to the sleigh boarding area with extra teams of horses in tow.


