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Greetings Parent Volunteer!

Thank you for volunteering your valuable time to make this field trip to the Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge a possibility. The following is some information you will need for the field trip including refuge guidelines, expectations for parent volunteers, a map of the refuge, the breakdown of student groups, itinerary for the day, and equipment list and lesson directions for each study site. 

Guidelines for Refuge Field Tripstc "Guidelines for Refuge Field Trips"
tc ""Take Only Memories, Leave Only Footprintstc "Take Only Memories, Leave Only Footprints"
All plants, animals and artifacts are protected on the Refuge are protected by federal law. Students may take only photographs, drawings and memories. Please replace anything you pick up.tc "Pre-trip activities can best prepare your students for a rich and rewarding visit to the Refuge. Please, at the minimum, complete the pre-trip activity called “Developing Nature Observation Skills.” This lesson teaches students how to behave in nature, both for the protection of wildlife and to allow them the best opportunity to experience wildlife."
tc ""
Walk and Talk Quietlytc "Walk and Talk Quietly"
This will give you a better chance to see wildlife. Never run or chase any animals. When speaking to a group outdoors, face them, and speak clearly, but keep volume down so wildlife isn’t scared away.

Stay With the Grouptc "Stay With the Group"
Please stay with your group on the trails! There should always be an adult present with students. Adults should always be the first and last people in your group while on the trail. An adult-to-student ratio of 1:5 is required for 3rd grade and under. An adult-to-student ratio of 1:10 is required for 4th grade and up. Think of creative ways to keep students’ attention when walking from site to site. 

Lunch & Trashtc "Lunch"
Lunches should be stored and eaten in the Environmental Education Shelter. Lunches are not allowed on the trails or at the overlooks. Please put all trash and recycling in the trash bags provided by your teacher, and transport lunch trash back to school on the bus. Please avoid littering on the trail and pick up any trash that you see. 

Keep the Animals Healthytc "Keep the Animals Healthy"
Do not feed ANY food to ANY animal. 

Do Not Do Extra Experimentstc "Do Not Do “Extra” Experiments"
Obey all posted signs and follow the instructions of Refuge volunteers and staff. Only perform lessons provided by your teacher. 

Encourage Curiosity tc "Encourage Curiosity "
Don’t feel like you need to have all of the answers. It’s okay to say, “I don’t know.” The process of asking questions is more important than knowing all the answers. Capitalize on teachable moments. If you spot a coyote in the middle of a discussion on aquatic insects, stop and observe the animal, discuss what you saw, then continue with your original lesson.

What is expected of parent volunteers?

Chaperone responsibilities and expectations are similar to those in an indoor classroom: 

· Facilitate the educational lessons included in this packet.  

· Monitor the movement of your group from one study site to another. 

· Keep the focus on the students and wildlife, not on other adults. 

· Discourage social talking amongst adults.

· Remind everyone to stay on trails.

· Keep track of your students — count your own small group at least every 10 minutes.

· Watch and assist all the children in your small group, not just your own children

· Share your enthusiasm for discovering nature with your students 

· School teachers and parent chaperones are responsible for supervising students and teaching planned lessons. Volunteer Naturalists are added resources.
What do I need to bring with me on the day of the field trip?

· Parent volunteer handouts 

· Clothing for the weather 

· Binoculars if you have them 

· Camera – please take pictures 

· Sturdy shoes 

· Water bottle 

· Sack lunch – please take trash with you 

· Allergy medications 

· Cell phone
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To the teacher:
Please provide parents with the lessons they will be facilitating during the field trip. All the lessons are available as pdf files on the Refuge website at:  http://www.fws.gov/tualatinriver/education.html
Please fill in the following details for your parent volunteers: 
(you can cut and paste most of this information from your field trip application.)
How many kids are in my group and who do I call if I need help?

Lead teacher’s phone number: 

Wildlife Center 503.625.5945
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*Time Slots should incorporate walking time

**Lesson Sites (Please view map in the resources sections of the curriculum for information on locations):

· Discovery Classroom

· Environmental Education Shelter

· Pond Study Site

· Oak Savannah Study Site

· Habitat Edges Study Site
· Rock Creek Study Site

· River Overlook Study Site

· Riparian Forest Study Site

· Wetland Overlook Study Site

· Year-Round Trail

Equipment

The teacher has chosen to use the equipment listed below for this Refuge field trip.

 Teachers and chaperones are responsible for all Refuge equipment and their proper usage.
All packs, bins, and equipment must be returned in good condition.

	Equipment
	Pack 1
	Pack 2
	Pack 3
	Pack 4
	Pack 5
	Pack 6
	Pack 7
	Pack 8

	Nature Observation Tools
	
	

	(8) Packets of Field Guides:

Beginning birds, Animal tracks, Oregon plants & trees, Mammals, Insects, Refuge
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(12) 10x25 binoculars: grade 3+
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(8) Magnifying glasses
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(1) 50m measuring tape reel
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(8) packs colored pencils
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(8) crayons
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(8) packs regular pencils
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(8) hand sanitizer
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(12) rain ponchos 
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(12) mittens
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Curriculum Kits
	
	

	(1) Recycling Discover Kit
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(1)Wood Cookie Kit:6 cookies
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(1) Animal Signs Kit
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(1) Seed Kit w/ skunk puppet
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(3)Water Quality Testing
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(1) Pond Study Kit
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(1) Animal Pelts Kit
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


Thank you for taking the time to assist with this high quality outdoor education experience.
We look forward to seeing the expressions of excitement and discovery on your students’ faces.
Enjoy your Refuge visit!
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