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Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge

19255 SW Pacific Hwy, Sherwood, OR 97140
Phone: 503-625-5944
Fax:  503-625-5947

Contacts:  Jenna Mendenhall 
Email: jenna_mendenhall@fws.gov 

Application Form for Field Trip Reservation

Participating in the Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge environmental education program

can be an exciting, adventurous and inspirational experience for your students.

It is a chance for children to make their own special connections to nature and wildlife,

and for educators to nurture their students’ respect and love for our natural environment.

National Wildlife Refuges, like Tualatin River are special places, and in order to protect this refuge and to provide students with high-quality experiences, please adhere to the following guidelines.

What Teachers Need to Know
1. Educators must participate in a Refuge teacher workshop prior to leading a field trip. 

NO EXCEPTIONS! Please check our website for a schedule of upcoming workshops. 

2. You must submit this completed application two weeks prior to your requested field trip date(s). Incomplete and/or late applications will be returned, at which point Refuge staff will determine if the field trip is canceled. 
3. Applications are processed on a first-come, first-served basis. 

We will only accept applications during the school year of the date requested.

4. Refuge field trips maintain a teacher-led model. Educators must prepare and lead their own field trips.
5. Volunteer Naturalists will be paired with field trips to the greatest extent possible. When available they will welcome, orient, and accompany groups.  Please remember it is the teachers’ and chaperones’ duty to teach lessons and supervise children, not the volunteer naturalists’. 
6. Classes must be divided into smaller groups prior to arriving on the Refuge. Give each group a name or color. Students must wear nametags indicating their group at all times. 

7. Please become familiar with and follow all guidelines in the Field Trip Preparation section of the Refuge Curriculum. 

8. Field trip activities should support the Refuge’s mission, and groups must rotate according to the itinerary you provide in this application. All activities and rotations must be approved by Refuge staff. 

9. Please indicate the equipment you would like to borrow for your field trip in the ‘Equipment Needs’ section of this application. Staff or volunteers will greet your group with backpacks or bins containing the equipment you request.

10. After your application has been approved, please complete the parent chaperone packet found on our website and distribute to all chaperones before the field trip- The sooner the better!

Group Information
	School/Group Name :      
	Grade:      
	Age(s):      

	Teacher’s Name:      

	School Address:      

	City:      
	State:      
	Zip:      

	Email:      
	Phone:      
	Fax:      

	Date of Refuge teacher workshop (& name of attendee, if not you): 

	Teacher cell # for day of field trip:      


	Total # in group*:      
	# Adults**:      
	#Students:      


*Maximum number of students is 70. If your group exceeds 70 students, please plan to split up & visit on multiple days. Any exceptions to this rule must be approved by Refuge staff.
**Grades K-3: adult-to-student ratio of 1:5 is required.

**Grades 4+: adult-to-student ratio of 1:10 is required.
Logistics

Please tell us the date(s) you would like to visit the Refuge. We will do our best to accommodate your needs. Also indicate your Refuge arrival & departure times, along with methods of transportation.

	Date(s)
	Time
	Transportation

	1st Choice 
	2nd Choice
	Arrive
	Depart
	# Buses
	# Cars
	# Vans

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


Trip Goals
What do you want your students to take away from this experience?

Please share your goals for this Refuge field trip.
We would love to help you achieve all of them!
     
Pre-Trip Activities

How will your students be prepared for this field trip?

Give a brief description of your pre-trip activities.

Chapter IV of the Refuge Curriculum provides pre-trip & post-trip activities, in addition to our on-site field trip lessons. The most high-quality field trips involve pre-trip, on-site, and post-trip lessons.

     
Lesson Plans

Please list the On-Site Lessons will you use during this Refuge Field Trip.
If you are using lessons outside of our curriculum, please provide a detailed description of each activity.

     
Post-Trip Activities

Do you plan to conduct any post- field trip activities to solidify the students’ Refuge experience?
Chapter IV of the Refuge Curriculum provides pre-trip & post-trip activities, in addition to our on-site field trip lessons. The most high-quality field trips involve pre-trip, on-site, and post-trip lessons.
     
Other Special Needs or Concerns

Please let us know if there’s anything else we should know about your class or visit.

Do not hesitate to contact Refuge staff with any questions.
     
Group Assignments
Classes are required to break into groups of no more than 15 students.

However, for the best learning experience, we encourage groups of 10 or less.

Please designate groups before arriving on the Refuge.
	Group
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	#of Students
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	#of Chaperones*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Adult supervision is required at all times.
*grades K-3:  adult-to-student ratio of 1:5 is required

*grades 4+:  adult-to-student ratio of 1:10 is required
Lesson Agenda
Please provide an itinerary for your field trip by filling out the table below.

Clearly indicate each group’s schedule of activities, times, and locations.

For sample agendas please view our online resources at:

www.fws.gov/tualatinriver/education.

	Time Slot*
	Group
	Lesson Site**
	Lesson Name/ Activity

	9:30-9:45am
	ALL
	Education Shelter
	Gather, Intro to the Refuge

	Time Slot*
	Group
	Lesson Site**
	Lesson Name/ Activity

	10:00
	Green Grebes
	Wetland Ponds
	Pond Study

	10:00
	Blue Herons
	Oak Savannah
	Oak Savannah Ecosystem

	
	Red-Tailed Hawks
	Classroom Deck
	Wildlife Inventory

	
	Yellow Warblers
	
	

	Time Slot*
	Group
	Lesson Site**
	Lesson Name/ Activity

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Time Slot*
	Group
	Lesson Site**
	Lesson Name/ Activity

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Time Slot*
	Group
	Lesson Site**
	Lesson Name/ Activity

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


*Time Slots should incorporate walking time

**Lesson Sites (Please view map in the resources sections of the curriculum for information on locations):

· Discovery Classroom
· Environmental Education Shelter
· Pond Study Site
· Oak Savannah Study Site
· Habitat Edges Study Site

· Rock Creek Study Site
· River Overlook Study Site
· Riparian Forest Study Site
· Wetland Overlook Study Site
· Year-Round Trail

Equipment Needs

You may borrow any of the equipment listed below for your Refuge field trip.

Teachers and chaperones are responsible for all Refuge equipment and their proper usage.

All packs, bins, and equipment must be returned in good condition.

You are responsible for replacing damaged or lost equipment.
Quantities of equipment are in ( ) and represent the number of items available. Please indicate the quantity desired in each backpack. 

	Equipment
	Pack 1
	Pack 2
	Pack 3
	Pack 4
	Pack 5
	Pack 6
	Pack 7
	Pack 8

	Nature Observation Tools
	
	

	(8) Packets of Field Guides:
Beginning birds, Animal tracks, Oregon plants & trees, Mammals, Insects, Refuge
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(12) 10x25 binoculars: grade 3+
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(8) Magnifying glasses
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(1) 50m measuring tape reel
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(8) packs colored pencils
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(8) crayons
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(8) packs regular pencils
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(8) hand sanitizer
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(12) rain ponchos 
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(12) mittens
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Curriculum Kits
	
	

	(1) Recycling Discover Kit
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(1)Wood Cookie Kit:6 cookies
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(1) Animal Signs Kit
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(1) Seed Kit w/ skunk puppet
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(3)Water Quality Testing
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(1) Pond Study Kit
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	(1) Animal Pelts Kit
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


Backpacks






Y

N

Would you like for groups to carry backpacks? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Or should they remain at particular study sites?

 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Are Volunteer Naturalist needed to lead lessons?

 Y

N

Wetland Pond Study





 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Water Testing Study





 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pelts Lesson






 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Thank you for taking the time to create this high quality outdoor education experience for your students. Planning ahead ensures that your students have the best field trip possible. We look forward to seeing the expressions of excitement and discovery on your students’ faces. Enjoy your visit!
