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Long Range Plan Goals and Tasks 

• Goal 2.4 Provide Suitable Water Quality to 
Support Recovery of CPM and RBS 
Populations. 
– Action 2.4.1 Describe water quality and identify 

potential problems to native and endangered fish. 
• Task 2.4.1.1 Evaluate water quality of the San Juan 

River Basin, in coordination with other agencies, and 
identify potential effects to native and endangered fish. 

• Task 2.4.1.3 Evaluate water quality as potential limiting 
factors. 

– Action 2.4.2 Remediate Water Quality Problems . 
 



2014 tasks and activities 

• Monitored water temperature until mid 
March. 

• USGS began real time monitoring in March 
2014 

• Began investigation of temperature 
depression and fish response 

 



Temperature Logger Locations 



Archuleta 



Animas R, SJR Farmington 



SJR-Four Corners 



SJR-Mexican Hat 





29% 

16% 

3% 



Summary 

• No release from Navajo Dam in 2014 
• Resulting downstream temperatures reflect 

ambient conditions 
• No sudden temperature change or prolonged 

cold water conditions 
• Long term change in distribution of 

temperature with high flows since 1993. 
 

 



Recommendations 

• Continue investigating the relationships 
between water temperature and timing, 
number and size of larvae 

• Continue synthesis of water temperature data 
• Revisit the need for thermal modeling and 

potential thermal modification to Navajo Dam 
releases 
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