
Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge Vision Statement 

 
The Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge, one of the earliest refuges established for habitat 
conservation, will continue to be known for its majestic ancient granite mountains surrounded by a 
diverse ecosystem of Crosstimbers and the largest remaining stretch of native southern mixed-
grass prairie. The Refuge will continue to successfully manage bison and elk populations, 
influencing contemporary conservation movements. After more than a century of wildlife 
management, including contributions to the recovery of the black-capped vireo, the Refuge will 
continue to preserve its biological integrity by controlling invasive plants and animals, maintaining 
natural fire regimes, and incorporating extensive research and monitoring. Although altered by 
climate change and threatened by development and fragmentation on adjacent lands, these efforts 
ensure that the Refuge will remain resilient and offer the greatest promise to survive future 
natural and manmade disturbances. Establishing landscape connectivity by expanding the Refuge 
conservation footprint will increase the movement and interaction of flora and fauna, thereby 
increasing genetic diversity. Conservation partnerships, particularly within the Central Mixed-
Grass Prairie and Crosstimbers and Southern Tallgrass Prairie, will be necessary to preserve this 
rare mountain-prairie ecosystem. 

The Refuge will offer quality outdoor environmental education opportunities covering a variety of 
natural resource subjects that are captivating and tailored to all generations. Interpretive 
infrastructure will further educate and inform individuals about the natural world. The Refuge 
will also provide environmentally compatible outdoor recreational hunting, fishing, photography, 
and wildlife observation that is enhanced through partnerships with local, State, and Federal 
agencies and other organizations. The designated wilderness area will continue to offer solitude 
and surprising beauty that has been shaped by forces of nature over hundreds of millions of years. 
The simple knowledge that public lands untouched by modern development exist will remain 
important to Americans, even those who may never visit. Visitors will have an opportunity to 
connect with nature to better understand its protection so that it will endure. The Wichita 
Mountains Wildlife Refuge’s rugged peaks, native flora and fauna, breathtaking scenery, and 
solitude and peacefulness will continue to inspire present and future generations. 

 
 
 

This Vision Statement was a collective effort on the part of the entire staff of the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge. 
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