Finding of No Significant Impact

Issuance of a Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act Permit to Take Golden Eagles by the
Hopi Tribe for Native American Religions Purposes in 2013

The Southwest Region of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received an
application for a permit that will authorize the Hopi Tribe to take up to 40 nestling golden eagles
for use in religious ceremonies in 2013. The Hopi take these nestlings from specific nests in
northeastern Arizona. They have been collecting nestling golden eagles from these same nests
for centuries. The Service has issued a permit to the Hopi since 1986 that authorized the them to
take nestling golden eagles for use in religious ceremonies.

Before acting on the application and issuing a permit to the Hopi Tribe for this purpose, the
Service first determined that such a permit would be compatible with the preservation of the
golden eagle. This included determining what the direct or indirect effects this permit would
likely have upon the human environment, including the wild populations of golden eagles. In
order to answer these questions, the Southwest Region prepared an Environmental Assessment
under the National Environmental Policy Act to analyze alternatives for issuing this permit. In
the Environmental Assessment, we investigated three possible permit alternatives.

Under Alternative A the No Action Alternative, we would issue the permit the same as we did
in 2012 without change. The 2012 permit authorized the Hopi to take up to 40 nestling golden
eagles. The environmental effects of this take were anal  :d in 2009 in the Final Environmental
Assessment: Proposal to Permit Take as Provided Under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection
Act (USFWS 2009) and found not to be significant and compatible with the preservation of the
golden eagle.

Under Alternative B, we would issue a permit to take up to 40 nestling golden eagles. The
difference between this alternative and Alternative A is the use of a 2012 technical assessment
that incorporated all data, including some that has become available since the 2009 assessment.
The analysis found that issuing a permit allowing this amount of take in the collection area is
compatible with the preservation of the golden eagle and direct and indirect effects are
negligible.

Alternative C is the preferred alternative. Under this alternative, we would issue the permit for a
take of 40 nestling golden eagles, but would limit to five those coming from Navajo lands. A
technical assessment, co lucted in 2012, of all available data on golden eagles in the collection
area indicates this level of take is sustainable throughout the collection area and compatible with
the preservation of the golden eagle. The direct and indirect effects are negligible.

Though the take associated with this permit was found to be compatible with the preservation of
the golden eagle and the direct and indirect biological effects negligible, each alternative presents
differing cultural impacts on the Hopi Tribe and Navajo Nation. The Navajo and Hopi have
separate and different cultural and religious beliefs regarding golden eagles. Consequently, they
have differing views on how the golden eagle should be managed. The Navajo believe that
productivity and survival ~f golden eagles, on Navajo lands, should be self-sustaining, in other
words high enough that .. immigration of eagles from surrounding landscapes is needed to keep











