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Project Summary

The Santa Fe River is culturally
important to the people of the Pueblo de
Cochiti and is home to a small population
of native Rio Grande sucker (Catostomus
plebeius). Years of motor vehicle

and cattle use at road crossings have
negatively impacted habitats important
to Rio Grande sucker.

Through funding provided by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service’s National

Fish Passage Program, the Pueblo

de Cochiti and New Mexico Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Office (NMEFWCO)
were able to retrofit two low-water
stream crossings for the benefit of

native fishes. Improvements using a
cellular confinement system packed with
various sized rock helped to stabilize

the streambed, reduce sedimentation,
and provide year round fish passage.

New Mexico Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Office

Pueblo de Cochity Low-Water
Stream Crossings

Rio Grrande Sucker (Catostomus plebeius)

The Rio Grande sucker is a small- to
medium- sized sucker native to the Rio
Grande and its tributaries in southern
Colorado, New Mexico and Mexico.
Breeding males (left) are identified bya ¥
bright red lateral stripe. Like many native
fishes, Rio Grande sucker are subject to
threats from habitat loss and degradation,
and introduction of invasive non-native
fishes.
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