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Organization of This Document 

Executive Summary 

Briefly identifies project action and location, lead contacts for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program and Arizona Game and Fish Department 
(AGFD). 

Chapter 1-Introduction 

Provides an introduction and overview of the AGFD Sport Fish Stocking Program, Laws, 
Regulations and Authorities, Action Area, description of the Proposed Action and description of 
the process for determining Federally listed species to be addressed in this BA. Additionally, a 
conservation actions program to be implemented as part of the proposed action is provided and 
described.The conservation actions program, as described, serves to minimize and mitigate for 
potential impacts of the proposed stocking actions. 

Chapter 2 – Environmental baseline and Resource Conditions 

The chapter provides biological and natural history information for the sport fish proposed for 
stocking in Arizona waters. In addition, the AGFD’s role in fisheries management, legal 
authorities, fishing regulations, protocols and stocking procedures related to the proposed action 
are described in detail. These data are used to assist in the determination of potential direct, 
indirect, interrelated, interdependent and cumulative effects of sport fish stocking on listed, 
candidate and proposed for listing species and/or critical habitats. 

Chapter 3- Analysis Methods and Criteria 

This chapter describes the geographic and biological criteria used to develop the methods of 
analysis for federally listed threatened and  endangered species and their critical habitat, 
candidate species, and two species likely to be listed in this consultation period .  

Chapter 4-Species Analyses 

This chapter describes the possible interactions between stocked species and consultation 
species. 

Chapter 5-11 Individual Watershed Chapters 

Each watershed containing proposed stocking locations is written into individual chapters (5-11). 
Several of those watershed chapters are further subdivided into Sub-Watershed documents due to 
file size and for ease in their distribution to the public. Within those chapters, the watershed is 
then divided into sub watersheds using the 8 digit Hydrologic Unit Code names. In each chapter, 
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the important hydrologic and geomorphic attributes of the watershed, distribution of listed and 
proposed species within the watershed, key data and isolating mechanisms that assist in making 
an effect determination are described. The stocking sites were then placed into complexes 
defined by the hydrologic connection between stocking sites and into the main tributary 
connection. In those cases where complexes were identified, the assessment of potential impacts 
and effects is analyzed as a complex, due to the close proximity or hydrologic relationship of the 
proposed stocking sites. Each stocking site within the sub-watershed description may include, 
when that information is available: the geographic location, local hydrologic and geomorphic 
data, key local isolating mechanisms, proximity to listed, candidate and proposed species and/or 
critical habitat. Thus, while the data to make an effect determination may be similar for each 
stocking location within the watershed and sub watershed, each assessment and determination is 
on a site-specific basis.. 
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Executive Summary 

 The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) Sport fish Management Program goals 
include maintaining, managing, and enhancing the quality, abundance, availability, and diversity 
of sport fishing opportunities for the public while contributing to the recovery of Arizona’s 
native fish. This document addresses this objective through an assessment of potential effects of 
sport fish stocking on federally listed, candidate, proposed species and/or critical habitats. 
During development of this document stocking regimes were modified to reduce potential 
conflicts with federally listed, candidate, proposed species and critical habitat. AGFD strives to 
manage recreational fishing opportunities that would avoid negatively impacting listed species, 
and proposes stocking locations and sport fish species that would not limit future conservation 
and recovery actions for native non-listed aquatic and riparian species. 

The process undertaken within this document uses the best scientific and commercial 
information available, including recovery plans, conservation plans and other pertinent 
agreements. This document would be amended within the ten year time period whenever  a 
species is added to or removed from the Endangered Species Act (ESA) list, proposed to be 
listed , or whenever the status of the species  changed.  Also, this document would be amended  
when critical habitat is designated or removed from designation, or AGFD proposes changes to 
the  stocking action. Any of these changes would require WSFR to reinitiate intra-service 
consultation. Reinitiation would also be required if incidental take is reached or exceeded. 

Proposed Action: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Wildlife (FWS), Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration (WSFR) Program proposes to continue to provide funding for the Sport Fish 
Stocking Program under the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Act of August 9, 1950, as 
amended (16 U.S. Code 777–777n) (SFRA). The SFRA directs the FWS to provide federal aid to 
states for the “material value in connection with sport or recreation in the marine and/or fresh 
waters of the United States.” With the provision of federal funding, the AGFD Sport Fish 
Stocking Program is subject to compliance with theESA, as well as other applicable 
environmental laws and regulations. The FWS is the lead federal agency responsible for ESA 
compliance; the AGFD is the applicant and federal representative. The AGFD Sport Fish 
Stocking Program proposes to use the grant funds to maintain and enhance recreational fishing 
opportunities at 167 locations within 8 of the 14 watersheds in Arizona. 

Type of statement: The purpose of this Section 7 Biological Assessment (BA)  is to provide 
the data necessary to evaluate the effects of the proposed action on a location-specific basis 
while also considering the potential interdependent, interrelated actions and cumulative effects 
on federally listed, proposed species and/or critical habitats. Through this evaluation, WSFR will  
determine  the  need for informal or formal consultation and/or conference to comply with the 
Endangered Species Act. 
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