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(Comrencenent of public hearing.)
ok k% ok

MS. TRAVERS: Good evening. On behalf of the
United States Fish and Wldlife Service, | wel cone you to
this public hearing regarding the proposal to revise the
Nonessenti al Experinmental Popul ation Rule for the Mexican
wol f and to seek commrent on the acconpanying draft
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent.

My name is Lesley Travers. | will be your hearing
officer today. M conpany is Travers Consulting, and | am
not affiliated with the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service, and |
don't represent them | represent no point of viewwth
respect to the proposal that is the subject of this hearing.
My role is to conduct this hearing in an orderly manner, such
that we receive your comrents accurately into the record.

| would also |ike to recognize the foll ow ng
representatives fromthe U S. Fish and Wldlife Service who
are in attendance today. Joy N chol opoul os, Deputy Sout hwest
Regi onal Director, who will represent the Sout hwest Regi on
Ms. Sherry Barrett, U S. Fish and Wldlife Service's Mexican
Wl f Recovery Coordinator; and Ms. Tracy Mel bi hess, Mexican
Wl f Listing, Recovery, and NEPA Coordinator, and the many
Fish and Wldlife Service officials fromthe Sout hwest Regi on
and Arizona Field Ofices, Arizona Gane and Fi sh Departnent,

and the U. S. Forest Service that are staffing the hearing
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t oday.

At this point, | wll turn the floor over to Joy
Ni chol opoul os and then Tracy Mel bihess will give a brief
present ati on.

MS. NI CHOLPOULCS: Good evening. M nane is Joy
Ni chol opoul os. | amthe Deputy Regional Director of the U S.
Fish and Wldlife Service's Southwest Region. Qur Region's
jurisdictional area covers Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and
I ahoma.

| am here tonight, along with other Service
representatives, to hear testinony and receive coments for
the proposals to revise the Nonessential Experinental
Popul ati on of the Mexican wolf, as well as comments on the
acconpanyi ng draft Environnental |npact Statenent.

This hearing tonight is the fourth that we have
schedul ed in the Southwest to |listen to your comments on two
proposed rule revisions (the first published in June 2013 and
the current version published in July 2014).

It is our intent that any final determ nation
resulting fromthese proposed changes to the Mexican Wl f
Experi nental Popul ation Rule be as accurate and effective as
possi bl e, and towards that end, we seek the best scientific
and commerci al data avail abl e.

W will base a final determnation, in part, on

testinony tonight, received fromyou all and your witten
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comments. On behalf of the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service, |
want to express ny appreciation to the Wiite Mountai n Apache
Tribe for hosting us and for providing security services and
allowing us to use the neeting roomhere at the Hon-Dah

Conf erence Center.

| also want to thank each of you in attendance
tonight for taking tine away from your personal lives to be
her e.

As we nove forward with our efforts to recover
Mexi can wol ves in Arizona and Mexico, we will retain the
experimental nonessential designation of the wild popul ation
of Mexican wolves in order to naintain the managenent and
flexibility needed to recover the species.

| want to recognize Sherry Barrett to ny left. She
is the Mexican wol f Recovery Coordinator of the U S. Fish and
Wldlife Service, and now |I'mgoing to turn it over to Tracy
Mel bi hess to ny right, who will have a brief PowerPoi nt
present ati on.

MS. MELBI HESS: (Good eveni ng, everyone. For fol ks
who were here this afternoon, you have about 15 m nutes of
qui et time, because you have already heard what |'mgoing to
say, but the Fish and Wldlife Service has been engaged in
efforts to conserve and recover the Mexican wolf for over
four decades now. This began in the 1970s with the

extrication of the Mexican wolf subspecies of the gray wolf,
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in the wid.

At that tinme, our national captive breedi ng program
was established with facilities in Mexico, in the United
States, to save the Mexican wolf fromextinction and al so by
breedi ng those wol ves and their offspring to provide wol ves
for reintroduction into the wild at a |ater date. The
Mexi can Wbl f was presented with the Endangered Species Act in
the m d-1970s, which stinulated the devel opnment of a recovery
pl an, which we finalized in 1982.

Then in 1998, this was the days in which we began
reintroduci ng wolves to the wild in Arizona and New Mexi co as
an experinental population. Then, neanwhile, a few years
ago, in 2011, Mexico al so began reintroduci ng the Mexican
wolf to the wild. And Mexico has its own federal endangered
species law and it's own recovery programfor the Mexican
wolf with its own reintroduction areas designated, and so the
two progranms are coordi nated and communi cate. They are two
separate reintroduction and recovery efforts pursuant to our
federal lawin the United States as well as their federal |aw
i n Mexi co.

So | have hit just the highlights of -- in 1998,
when we designated the experinental popul ation, we published
a final rule, and this was the docunment that described where
we woul d put wol ves on the | andscape and how we woul d nanage

them So we are seeing a map of New Mexico and Arizona.
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The experinental popul ation area went from | - 40,
across both states to I-10, the southern ends of both states.
Wthin this area, we designated a Bl ue Range Wl f Recovery
Area, which was the Gla National Forest in New Mexico and
t he Apache National Forest in Arizona.

Wthin, then, this Blue Range Wl f Recovery Area, we
designated the primary and secondary recovery zones wth
managenent regul ations for each, the primary recovery zone
being for initial releases and the secondary recovery zone
bei ng areas where the wol ves coul d di sperse.

So, today, wol ves occupy the Bl ue Range Wl f
Recovery Area, as well as here on the Fort Apache Indian
Reservation. Another inportant provision of that rule is
that wol ves are not allowed to disperse outside of the Blue
Range Wl f Recovery Area.

So, now, 16 years later, as of our nost recent
end- of -t he-year popul ati on count, we have a m ni num
popul ati on of about 83 wol ves and 14 packs, and the
managenent of the wolves on the ground has grown into a
partnership effort with U S. Fish and Wldlife Service,
Arizona Gane and Fish Departnent, Forest Service, The Wite
Mount ai n Apache Tribe, and WIldlife Services.

And between all of our agencies, we have |learned a
| ot about the reintroduction of the Mexican wolf, both in

terns of the biology of the Mexican wolf and what the

BARTELT REPORTING, LLC
602-254-4111




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

- August 11, 2014

popul ati on needs to persist as well as the inpacts that it
can have on the | ocal communicaties and | ocal people that are
coexisting with the wolf, as well as just sinply the clarity
of our regulations that we established in 1998 and the

ef fi cacy of our partnerships.

So back in about 2007, we started a scoping effort
with a handful of public neetings to talk to the public about
ways that we can inprove our reintroduction project. And in
2013, last year, we published a proposed rule and a Notice of
Intent to Prepare a Draft Environnental |npact Statenent. So
these were two different docunents that have kind of cone
together in our process.

The proposed rule would nodify the regul ati ons that
we established for our managenent of Mexican wol ves back in
1998, and the Environnmental |npact Statenent is our analysis
of what inpacts these proposed changes woul d have. And so,
at that time, we had a public coment period, and we received
over 7,000 public comments, and we have al so been joi ned by
27 cooperating agencies, which have included federal, state,
county, and tribal entities.

And so with all these fol ks, we have devel oped a new
proposed rule, which is what came out two weeks ago, as a
revi sed proposed rule and the Draft Environnental | npact
Statenent. So, then, this revised proposed rule would revise

t he managenent regul ations that we established in 1998 and
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our Draft Environnental |npact Statenent discusses the
i npacts of the proposal in the fact sheet.

So the essence of what we are trying to do is to
further the conservation of the Mexican wolf by inproving the
ef fecti veness of our reintroduction project, so what we want
to do is continue wwth the effort that has been established
in the Blue Range Wl f Recovery Area, but inprove it in a
nunmber of ways.

So there are three nmain conponents to the action
that we are proposing. One is that we recognize the need to
nodi fy the geographi c boundaries that we have established for
Mexi can wol ves from|1-40 down to the international border.

We al so recogni ze the need to nodi fy our managenent
regul ations related to where we rel ease wol ves and how we
manage them once they are on the | andscape.

We al so recogni ze that we need the proper tools in
pl ace to manage wol ves that nay di sperse outside of the
experi nental popul ation area, and that woul d be a
10(a) (1) (B) permt under the Endangered Species Act.

And so the reasons for these various conponents are
several. One is, that as | nentioned earlier, we recognize
several things about the biological status of the popul ation.
And first is that it is still rather small, and we recognize
that in order to persist, the population needs to growin

nunber and spacial -- spacial size. W also recognize that

BARTELT REPORTING, LLC
602-254-4111




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

- August 11, 2014

the genetic material that is represented in the captive
population is -- in the wild populationis fairly limted
conpared with the captive popul ation.

The captive population is very rigorously nmanaged to
mai ntai n Mexi can wol f genetic naterial, and we have been --
have that material represented in the wld when we conduct
initial rel ease.

We al so recogni ze the need to nodi fy our geography,
because of Mexico's reintroduction program And sone of
their reintroduction sites are within about 100 mles of the
U. S./ Mexico border, and because of wolves' ability to
di sperse we would like to ensure that we can nanage any
wol ves that woul d di sperse over the border from Mexico into
the United States as part of our experinental population.

So a couple of issues that came up during the public
comrents period | ast year and that there has been sone
confusion about it, because they are related to what we are
doi ng, yet they are also a bit outside the scope of what we
are doing, and those are issues related to recovery planning
and the essential or nonessential status of the experinental
popul ati on.

The recovery planning, as many of you know, is
sonmething that is a requirenment nost of the tine after the
Endanger ed Species Act that we wite a recovery plan that

establishes a vision for recovery of the species. Wat it
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needs in order for its status to be inproved so that we can
renove the protections of the Endangered Species Act
eventually. So that is a very big picture planni ng process,
and under that have been many different conservation
activities contributing to recoveries, so this nonessenti al
experinent for population is a conponent of recovery.

W are doing it as part of our effort to conserve
and recover the Mexican wolf, but it is not all the recovery.
It is one conponent of our recovery program

Then the second issue related to essential and
nonessential status, this is sonething, a termunder the
Endanger ed Species Act, where when we designhate an
experi nental popul ation and have the flexibilites that cone
wth that, we can specify whether that popul ati on woul d be
essential or nonessenti al.

Now, both of those designations contribute to the
conservation and recovery of the species. There is no
difference between themin that regard. Were the difference
cones into play is that an essential designation would nean
when you pl ace those aninmals on the | andscape, those aninmals
are essential to the survival of the species, and because we
have the captive program of Mexican wol ves that have about
300 wolves in it, we know that that captive popul ation
provides security against ultinmate extinction.

So as we reintroduce these wolves to the wild, if

BARTELT REPORTING, LLC
602-254-4111




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

- August 11, 2014

11

the wolf population inthe wild were to die, we would stil

not be faced with the extinction of the Mexi can wol f, because
of the captive program So that designation of nonessenti al
was sonething that we determ ned in 1998 when we began the
reintroduction, and that is not sonething that we are
re-analyzing at this tine.

So our proposed action is essentially Alternative 1
in the Draft Environnental |npact Statenment. W then | earned
of a few other alternative ways that we coul d achi eve our
purposes as well as a no-action alternative. So essentially
what we are doing is analyzing four different alternatives.

Alternative 1 -- | will spend sone tine on this
map -- would be an alternative of a proposed action that
woul d be an experinental popul ation area going froml-40 al
the way down to the international border, and this would
establish three different nanagenent zones.

In Zone 1, which is very difficult to see on here,
but it's the existing Blue Range Wl f Recovery Area. The
G la National Forest, the Apache National Forest, as well as
sone additional national forest |ands. The Magdal ena Ranger
District of the G bola in New Mexico as well as the
Sitgreaves National Forest in Arizona and Free Ranger
Districts of the Tonto National Forest in Arizona.

And in the Zone 1, that would be our area for

initial release of wolves. Initial release is, again, our
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wol ves fromcaptivity that are released into the wild, and
this is a significant expansion fromthe area that we can
conduct initial releases in today under the 1998 rul es, and
that area in the primary recovery zone is actually only about
16 percent of the Blue Range Wl f Recovery Area. So we would
be opening up the entire Blue Range as well as adding
addi ti onal areas, and again, the purpose of doing that would
be to enable us to conduct nore initial rel eases or nore

rel eases of wolves fromcaptivity to inprove the genetic
conmposi tion of the wild popul ation.

And then in Zone 2, which is nost of this area here
up until the crosshatches, that woul d be an area where wol ves
coul d disperse into fromZone 1. There are sone wol ves
already in Zone 2 here on the Fort Apache I|Indi an Reservati on,
and we woul d manage t hem

Wl ves woul d be able to disperse into Zone 3, the
crosshatched area, but we expect that due to | ower suitable
habitat in these areas, we wouldn't get nuch wolf occupancy
in these areas, and we would want the flexibility to manage
t hem under the experinental population rule. Now, this green
and blue area here, this is our designation -- or sorry.

It's not our designation, but it is our depiction of where we
think suitable habitat exists. So those are the green and
bl ue areas.

Then in addition for Alternative 1, if wolves
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di sperse outside of the experinental population area, we
would utilize a tool under a different part of the Endangered
Species Act that is essentially a permt that would allow us
to capture those wol ves and bring them back into the

experi nental popul ation area.

And the rationale for doing that, again, is we are
trying to i nprove the genetic conposition of this popul ation
and we are also trying to increase its size. And so wol ves
that are scattering out into the | andscape are not hel ping us
in the short term achi eve that purpose, and so we woul d
capture them and bring them back into our experinental
popul ati on area.

And Alternative 1 is our preferred alternative,
because we think that it both maxi mzes our ability to
i nprove the conservation and recovery of the Mexican wol f as
wel | as adding sone flexibility related to take provisions
that I will discuss.

So one of the areas where we have nodified take
provisions to try to broaden take authority is in relation to
Mexi can wol ves that are in the act of attacking |ivestock.

So right now, on federal |and, we have a stipulation that
there needs to be six breeding pairs of Mexican wolves in the
popul ati on before we would grant a permt to a |livestock
owner to take a wolf in the act of attacking |ivestock.

And we are proposing to elimnate that stipulation
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and offer those permts at our discretion. That woul d
increase our flexibility both in considering the status of
t he Mexi can wolf popul ation as well as the site specific
circunstances that that |ivestock owner is dealing wth.

And then on nonfederal |and, we would al so broaden
the provision, whereas right now a |ivestock owner on
nonf ederal |and, which would include state | and, private
| and, and tribal land, can take the wolf in the act of
attacking livestock. W would broaden that to al so include
dogs, and so that creates a new term of donestic ani mals,
whi ch i ncludes |ivestock and dogs.

We woul d al so broaden take authorities on nonfederal
| and by having the potential to issue permts that would help
us conplete a renoval action. This would be in the
ci rcunstance where a livestock owner or donestic ani mal owner
had al ready dealt with a deprivation, and we were trying to
renove the wolf and we issued a permt for assistance in
conpleting that renoval action.

We are al so | ooking at nodi fying our take provisions
related to unacceptabl e ungul ate i npacts, and so what we are
proposing is that the state wildlife agencies, who are in
charge of establishing ungul ate managenent and nonitoring
obj ectives, would, in the case of Mexican wolf predation that
was causing a decline in an ungul ate herd, would conme to us

with the data that descri bes that situation. It would be
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subjected to peer review and public review, and then the
service woul d nmake a deci si on about whet her and how to renove
wol ves in order to address that situation.

Then there are take provisions that exist now that
exist in Alternative 1 and are actually used throughout al
the other alternatives, too, so | wll just nention them
briefly, and that is that you can always take a wolf in
defense of human life, your life or the Iife of sonmeone
traveling with you

You can al so al ways opportunistically harass a
Mexi can wol f, so that would be a situation of a chance
encounter with a Mexi can wolf where you could make | oud
noi ses, yell at it, throwthings at it, with the intention to
scare it away fromthe area.

W al so have the ability to issue permts for
i ntentional harassnent, and so these would be situations
where we have docunented wolf presence in an area and woul d
all ow for soneone to be pernmtted to take additional actions
such as shooting rubber bullets and other things, again, to
get the wolf to | eave the area.

So Alternative 2 is very simlar to Alternative 1.

It mmcks all of it, except that Zone 1 would be smaller.
It would include the entire Blue Range Wl f Recovery Area or
t he Apache International Forest, but it would not include the

new area on the G bola, the Tonto, and the Sitgreaves. And
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so this allows us to analyze the difference from our proposed
action of an alternative where we would not have the ability
to conduct as many initial releases. It would still be a
situati on where we coul d conduct nore than at the current
time, but not as many as Alternative 1, and again, because of
the inmportance of inproving the genetic condition of the
popul ati on, that was kind of the rationale behind this
alternative.

Then Alternative 3 also mimcks Alternative 1 with
t he geography and everything el se. However, the difference
here is that those nodified take provisions related to taking
a wlf in the act of attacking |livestock would not be
changed. They would renmain the sane as they are in the
current time. Again, thisis a way for us to | ook at what
the inpacts are to broadening the take authority a little bit
and increasing the flexibility.

And then the No-Action Alternative is a continuation
of the situation as it is today.

So in the Draft Environnental |npact Statenment, we
have assessed our proposed action on a nunber of different
resource areas, including land use, wildlife, three sectors
of economc activity, including |livestock production, hunting
and tourism human safety, environnental justice, and then
cunul ati ve i npacts.

And what we have found is that we do not expect our
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action to have inpacts at a regional level or a state |evel,
but we do recognize that there could be |ocalized inpacts.
For exanple, for elk, we do not think that inplenmenting the
proposed action would result in a regional decline in native
ungul ates, but we do recognize that there could be | ocalized
area where predation pressure i s heavier, and we woul d be
proposing to mtigate that through the ability, as | already
di scussed, for states to bring the information to us and go
t hrough the public review and peer review process.

Then we al so recogni ze our proposed action would not
have a regional or state |evel inpact on any econonic
sectors, but specific to ranching and |ivestock production,
we do recogni ze that depredations can have significant
i npacts on individual ranchers, and so we do see the
potential for localized inpacts in that econom c sector

W did not find any adversely inpacted groups of
consi gns throughout our environnmental justice analysis or
ot her i npacts.

So as everybody here knows, we are now in the mddle
of the public comment period that will end on Septenber 23rd.
This is a 60-day public comment period. Al of the conments
t oday, whether they are witten or oral, will be included in
the record, and we will consider those comments to develop a
final environnental inpact statenent and a final rule.

So this information, you have it in a couple of
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ot her places, so | won't pause too long on it, but if you
don't speak tonight or put witten comments in the comrent
box, you have the ability to provide witten conmments through
both of these nethods. This is in the draft rule, and we
have also got it witten on sone of the handouts you have
gotten toni ght.

So just a quick tineline for us, we are right about
here in our process having just devel oped the Draft
Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent and the Draft Rule. We will
be finalizing this process by about January of 2015.

And so then just, | guess, a parting thought is we
are looking forward to hearing fromyou tonight. It's to try
to recogni ze the intention behind what we are doing, which is
that our programis about conservation and the recovery of
the Mexican wolf, and we are trying to nake nodifications
that will further the conservation of the Mexican wolf.

However, we are trying to do it in a reasonabl e,
bal anced way that denonstrates responsiveness to the people
who are inpacted, whether that be through nui sance situations
or depredation situations. So we |ook forward to hearing
fromyou, and that's it for ne. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you, Tracy, Joy, and Sherry.

This is a public hearing under Section 10 of the
Federal Endangered Species Act. Notice of this public

heari ng was published in the Federal Register on July 25,
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2014, starting on page 43358.

The U S. Fish and Wldlife Service will accept
comments and information on these proposals postmarked on or
bef ore Septenber 23, 2014. You may submt conments in
witing. Witten cormments may be submtted to the staff at
the registration and information tables and may be submtted
el ectronically or mailed as a hard copy.

After review and consideration of your comments and
all other information gathered during this and ot her previous
comrent periods, the Service will nake a final determ nation

The purpose of this hearing is to receive your
comments on proposal and the acconpanying Draft Environnental
| npact Statenent both oral and witten. Coments on all
aspects of the proposal are very inportant and wll be
careful ly considered. Because of the inportantance of your
comments, it is necessary we follow certain procedures during
this public hearing.

If you want to present oral comrents at this
hearing, please go to the registration table outside of this
auditoriumand sign up. Wen you have registered, indicate
any organi zation that you are representing for your coments
today. Al oral comrent registration cards have been pulled
and will be drawn at random | have the first 22. | wll
put these others back in the box. M hope tonight is that I

can get through all of you, so |l wll take no breaks so
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hopefully we can do that. W wll| see.

So you'll each have two m nutes, and | woul d
appreciate it when it is your turn to begin your presentation
by stating your full nane, spell it, and indicate if you
represent an organization. | would appreciate a copy of the
comments that you read. There is a box up here that you can
deposit themin.

This is an informal hearing and, therefore, you wll
not be questioned in connection with your comments. Your
comrents or questions are being recorded. If you are called
to speak and choose not to speak, you may not yield your tinme
to anot her presenter or speaker. Because the purpose of this
hearing is to receive your conments, the Service wll presune
any questions are for the record.

| ask that you treat each speaker with respect and
refrain from maki ng comments fromthe audi ence. Questions,

coments, appl ause, jeers, or denonstrations fromthe

audi ence wll not be allowed, and they just take up precious
time. | appreciate everyone's cooperation in mnimzing
distractions. Qut of respect for the speakers, | ask you

refrain from phot ographi ng individuals as they present their
comments, and videotaping is currently being done by

Dean Cannon representing Gay Area: Wlves in the Sout hwest.
And if you wish to obtain contact information from

M. Cannon, please visit the registration desk.
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You will all be given two mnutes, and | wll let
you know when the tinme is up. | will now call the first
10 speakers, so if you will just cone up and be ready.

Penny Pew, Larry Boeschling, N ck Hecker, Dale Vol z,
Ron Canpbel |, Marianne Connors, Barbara Cain, Ral ph Hess,

M ke Sheffer, G ovanna Santoro, and Sylvia -- Supervisor
Sylvia Allen.

M5. PEW (Good evening. M/ nane is Penny Pew,
P-E-N-NY, P-E-W and | am Congressnan CGosar's District
Director and Intergovernmental Affars Liason. Unfortunately,
Congressman Gosar is not able to be here tonight in person,
but he sends his warmregards, and he asked that | woul d
attend and nake sure that | nake these comments on the Draft
Environnental | npact Statenent for the Mexican WIf to be
included in the official record at this forum

| will now read the Congressman's remarks: "Thank
you all for taking the tine to attend this inportant hearing.
Your feedback and input are absolutely critical in noving
forward. | would like to begin ny comments by saying that it
I's inexcusable that the Arizona Cooperative Alternative was
not one of the options included with the rel ease of the Draft
Environnmental |npact Statenent we are conmenting on today.

This alternative was devel oped by 28 different
cooperating agenci es and st akehol der groups. Wile | do not

support everything included in the Arizona Cooperative
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Alternative, | was encouraged that the proposal was devel oped
based on actual science and fromthe |ocal stakeholders. A
significant ampbunt of tine and effort was put forth by
concerned citizens in our local community, and it is shaneful
that the Fish and WIldlife Service prevented this alternative
from bei ng considered and ignored this option.

| woul d encourage the Fish and Wldlife Service to
carefully consider all the comments provided here today, and
ny hope is that it is just not a formality where coments
will be disregarded in the sanme nanner as the agency pursues
on overreaching rule that will have |lasting inpacts on our
citizens and towns.

Gray wol ves were first placed on the endangered
species list in 1974. Since that time, the popul ati on of the
wol f has increased significantly and is currently found in
46 countries throughout the world. U S. Fish and Wldlife
Service has recognized that the Gay wolf is no longer in
danger and issued a proposed rule in June of 2013 to delist
the Gay wolf. The International Union for Conservation
Nat ure --

MS. TRAVERS:. Thank you. Thak you. You may | eave
the rest of your conments. Next speaker, please.

MR. BCESCHLING |I'm Larry Boeschling,
B-OE-S-GCHL-I-NNG | livein a renote area of the Tonto

Nat i onal Forest, and we have had wol ves on our area, and |
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understand they are supposed to be relocated. W had a

gentl eman that was in the process of doing this, and then all
of a sudden, | contacted his cell phone, and he had been

rel ocated sonepl ace el se, and the recovery effort seened to
have been put on hol d.

This | ast weekend we had sone famly out, and they
heard that we had had sonme wolves in the area, and now their
not hers and their 10-year-old children were afraid to go out
in the forest and do their hiking and backpacki ng |Ii ke they
normal |y do.

This being said, |I'mvery opposed to any further
expansion of the wolf recovery agreenent. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR, CAMPBELL: Good evening. M nane is Ron
Campbel |, CGA-MP-B-E-L-L, G eenlee County Supervisor for
District 2. Thank you for giving us this opportunity to
present these coments.

However, with the publication of the draft EI' S and
proposed rule on July 25th and this hearing schedul ed for
August 11th, it once again provides precious little tinme for
t he public and agencies to produce substansi ve comments.
Readi ng, review ng, and understandi ng a 460- page- pl us
docunment as well as over 800 footnotes in the |ast two weeks
in order to wite conmments seens to be ridicul ous.

As you are aware, G eenlee County has been at a
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forefront and ground zero of the wolf reintroduction program
for the past three decades. Everyone here knows that we have
been at the table to make sure that the voice of the G eenlee
County residents, and in particular our ranching conmunity,
was heard. W have been consistently -- consistent with our
view of the program W have worked with the Service at
every level to nmake sure that they have never m sunderstood
our position.

When the Service intentionally published their --
initially published their intent |ast sumer, a nunber of
groups, including the Arizona Cattle G owers, Eastern Arizona
County Sportsman's Goups, and the Arizona Gane and Fi sh
Comm ssion worked to produce an alternative that could be
broadly supported in making a substantial contribution to the
recovery of the Mexican G ay Wl f while providing reasonabl e
and very defined nethods of nanagi ng wol ves.

In our very prelimnary review, it is evident that
the Service ignored this broadly supported plan. This
definitely proves the point that the Service had no intention
of considering any alternative other than the one they
presented | ast year as the preferred one.

Greenl ee County requests that the Service consider
at a m ni num extendi ng the conment period by at | east
90 days. W also request that the Service conduct a real

review of the alternative presented as well as a consi stency
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review as requested by the counties.
When the first wol ves were rel eased 15 years ago,
G eenl ee County warned the Service at the tine that they had

not addressed the social and econom c conponent of the

pr oj ect .

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. |If you could | eave those
comments, |'d appreciate it, sir. Next speaker, please.

M5. CAIN. |'m Barbara Ann Cain, CA-I-N, and I'ma
menber of Sierra Cub and Defenders of Wldlife. | amalso

an educator for 27 years, and | taught environnental
education. One inportant activity that we had was the web of
life, howinportant it was that we had predators as well as
prey aninmals to have a healthy environnment. That may sound
quite sinplistic, but we need those animls here. They were
here before the first rancher ever arrived, and we need them
agai n.

And | support your first choice of expanding their
area to see that nore people have a top predator in their
bi o. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

M5. CONNORS: My name is Marianne Connors. It's
spelled MA-R1-A-NNE, last nane, GCGONNORS MW
educati onal and professional background is in archeol ogy,
soci obi ol ogy, and ani mal behavior. M general coment on the

subject is that the health of any natural systemis dependent
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on the health of its parts. To |lose or cause |oss of any of
these parts has historically resulted in unforeseen,
uni ntended, and detrinental consequences to the common good.

There is sufficient science to suggest that the
eradi cation of the Mexican Gay Wlf in the last century is
an exanple of this. The purpose for the reintroduction of
the Mexican Gay Wl f was a restoration of the natura
bal ance in areas where the species was eradicated.

The mai ntenance of an ecol ogically functioning
popul ati on requires several things: An adequate gene pool,
sufficient genetic diversity within that pool, connections
bet ween popul ations to pronbte genetic m xi ng, and access to
appropriate habitat to support viable popul ati ons.

Managi ng these genetic requirenents often nay
suggest elimnation of politically-based boundaries, which
currently Iimt the wolves' access to suitable habitat, and
t he expansion of release in roamng areas to all ow wol f
release in areas outside the current limted area.

Finally, captive popul ations are not a guarantee
agai nst extinction. Any species adapts to the conditions of
its habitat. Captive adapted wol ves over tinme will becone
less fit for release in a natural habitat. Returning bal ance
to ecol ogical systens is difficult to do it pieceneal, and
politically, the way the process stands at present, defeats

the intent of the restoration program Thank you.
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M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR HESS: Good evening. M nane is Ral ph Hess.

" m from Yavapai County Arizona. | have already subnitted
some witten comments, so I'mnot going to reiterate what |
submtted in the witten coments, but I'd Iike to nake a
couple of comments regarding the informati on we received
earlier this afternoon and presented at the begi nning of

t oday' s heari ng.

You have outlined four proposed alternatives.
Alternative One is the proposed action that you are calling
the Preferred Alternative. The second alternative has a
small initial release area. The third alternative is --
appears to ne to be the sane as the Preferred Alternative
except w thout the expansion of the take provisions, and
that's the one | want to try to focus.

From what the information that was provided to us
during this afternoon's session, none of these alternatives
have any significant inpact upon native wild prey or
| i vestock. So none of the alternatives are going to have any
environnmental inpact or any significant environnmental i npact.

Al ternative Three appears to be the one that is
going to provide the best alternative for a successful
recovery fromanong the four. So I would suggest to you and
urge you to consider rather than using Alternative One as the

preferred, use Alternative Three as the preferred, since
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nei ther of themare going to have any significant
environnmental inpact, and Alternative Three is going to
provide a better opportunity for success. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

G OVANNA SANTORO | am G ovanna Sant or o.
GI-OV-A-NNA last nane Santoro, S-A-NT-OR O |
represent no agency. | speak for nyself. This is the first
time | have ever publically spoken on any issue.

| stand for the conservation and recovery of wol ves,
t he Mexi can Mexican wolf and for dispersal over a w der
range. | believe we should use science not politics in the
recovery of the Mexican wolf. | believe that hunting any
species to extinction is wong on so nany |evels, and we have
an opportunity to right this wong, and | applaud all the
government al and nongovernnental organi zations for their
efforts to this end.

Wl ves have been established irrefutably by science
to have a positive influence known as the Trophic Cascade
upon the environnent. |In actuality, deer and el k herds have
benefited as well as the | andscape upon the reintroduction of
wol ves. | support a recovery alternative. Wlves are
essential, and the U S. Fish and WIldlife Service should
desi gnate them as such. Wl ves should be given nore roomto
roam not |less. Wlves cannot read nmaps.

| am not for the expansion of taking |oopholes,
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however, | am for conpensation and incentifying ranchers for
live wol ves. Captive population is not a hedge agai nst
extinction. Prolonged captivity |eads to successive
generations less fit for life in the wild. Wlves are
managed, so should be livestock and pets.

Pl ease nove forward with the reintroduction in a
manner that fosters coexistence between ranchers and wol ves.
Extinction is forever. Leave a |egacy for future
generati ons.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MS. ALLEN: Sylvia Allen, S-Y-L-V-1-A A-L-L-E-N
Navaj o County Supervi sor.

| take exception wth the comment that 27
cooperating agenci es hel ped develop this plan. Navajo County
was one of those cooperating agencies along with many Arizona
counties and New Mexico counties, and none of our suggestions
got into this plan.

One part that | think is very critical is the fact
that the service refuses to state a nunber in the recovery
plan. It is very inportant. W just can't start throw ng
t he wol ves out there, nore and nore wolves. There is data,
scientific studies, that talk about what this eco system can
support, and we need to work towards that.

The Ari zona Cooperating Agencies alternative used

quite a bit of science to talk about their nunber of 300 in
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Arizona. Barry Weller, supervisor of Apache County, in his
alternative, he had studies that tal ked about three wolves
per every 1,000 elk. It is inportant that we understand
where we are going with this and that we understand that we
have very fragile economes in our rural areas. And we
depend on recreation dollars, and our elk and deer herds are
critical to those dollars.

The only alternative that | can support is the
No- Action Alternative No. 4 until we really do use proper
sci ence in deciding what we can support up here for both the
human popul ati on, our econom es, the elk, and the wol ves, and
our wldlife. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

M KE SHEFFER MW/ nane is M ke Sheffer,
SHEFFER and | ama nenber of Sierra C ub.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak on
this inportant subject, to the successful survival of the
Mexi can Gray Wl f.

| believe wolves benefit the environnment by
mai ntai ng a balance with other animals, such as el k, which
have been shown to cause damage to the environnent in the
absence of predators. | would also |ike to see the wol ves
classified as essential, because over tine captive-bred
wol ves nmay |lose their ability to survive in the wld.

| also think that the EIS should attenpt to identify
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a long-termsolution. The science and best practices are
there. Let's use them Changes can still be nade if there
is new information that warrants it.
Regarding the situation of wolf takes, | think this

needs to be clarified nore with I ess reliance on case-by-case
situation. 1'd also like to see the inclusion of areas north
of Interstate 40, such as the Grand Canyon area, Northwestern
New Mexi co, and Sout hwestern Col orado, which have desirable
wol f environments. In all |ikelihood, the wolves will find
their way into these areas anyway.

And, lastly, | would hope that there is adequate
staffing and funding for this elaborate project, and if there
isn"t, I would hope our elected officials wll nake it so.
Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you

|"mgoing to read the next 10 nanmes. Dale Vol z.

MR VOLZ: |I'mDale. | relinguish ny time. Thank
you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Thank you for letting ne
know.

Karen M chael, Pat Headi ngton, Kathl een Cheat ham
El ena Farr, Brianna Edwards, Robert Teel, Sherry Sherbo, Brad
Mead, Scott Dieringer, and Drew Kerr.

Go ahead. Soneone start.

PAT HEADI NGTON: Thank you. M nane is Pat
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Headi ngton. The last nane is HE-A-DI-NGT-ON |'mhere
toni ght participating as a nenber of the Yuma Vall ey Rod and
@un Cub, the Sportsnen's Constituent G oup.

The first thing 1'd like to address is the process.
| believe this process, as it is proposed currently, is out
of sync. The service seens to be taking a pro-ready aim
approach for wolf managenent. W need to identify a goal so
that the state voters can debate this issue, digest this
i ssue, and respond to it. W need to know what recovery
| ooks |i ke.

Secondly, it's essential to build and grow this
programin the border. Mexico possesses 90 percent of the
hi storic range for the Mexican Gay Wil f as previously
publ i shed i n docunents recogni zed by the Service. There is
no chance of substantial recovery of the Mexican Gay Wl f
Wi t hout including Mexico. It cannot happen. W cannot
expect the citizens of the United States, Arizona, and
New Mexi co, to shoul der the recovery burden all on their own.

The alternative plan proposed by the Arizona Gane
and Fi sh Departnent and the stakehol der groups was not
elicited in the group of options, and for that reason, it's
i nperative, | believe, that the Service go back and review
t hose options and bring it forward as one of the stakehol der
-- as one of the alternatives.

Lastly, on behalf of the Yuma Valley Rod and Gun
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Cl ub Sportsnen's Constituent G oup and nyself, | offer our
support with the Stakehol der Arizona Gane and Fish
Alternative as presented to the U S. Fish and Wldlife
Service and certainly have to ask this question at the end:
Wiy was it not included in the plan to begin wth?

The agency st akehol der proposal offers a bal anced,
responsi bl e approach to the recovery of the Mexican wolf.
Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker. Next
speaker .

M5. EDWARDS: Hi. I'mBrianna -- |I'm Brianna
Edwards, B-R-1-A-N-N-A, last nanme, E-DWA-R-D-S, and I'm
ei ght years ol d.

| love all wildlife, especially wolves. |'mhere
today to say let the wolves run free, and |I'm counting on you
to protect themfor nme when | have ny own children and for
all future generations. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Next speaker.

M5. M CHAEL: She's a hard act to follow, | think
My name is Karen Mchael, MI-CHA-E-L, and | live in the
Phoeni x area. |1'mon the board and volunteer wth Ani nmal
Def ense League of Arizona, which is a state-w de ani ma
protection organi zation. |'m speaking on behal f of nyself
and thousands of nenbers and supporters throughout Arizona.

On a personal note, ny husband and | are third and
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second generati on New Mexi cans and have lived in the
sout hwest our entire lives. W graduated from UNM where the
| obo has been the team mascott since 1920.

The Ani mal Defense League of Arizona supports the
proposal to expand the direct rel ease area for Mexican
Wbl ves, which has been recommended for scientists for over a
decade. However, we strongly oppose the proposed expanded
provisions for killing and permanent renoval of these
endangered animals. According to peer-reviewed scientific
studi es, Mexican Wl ves cannot recover unless humans reduce
t he nunbers that they kill.

US Fish and WIidlife Service needs to factor in
t he i nmpact of human-caused nortality and tighten the take
restrictions instead of |oosening them |In particular, ADLA
opposes the proposal to grant New Mexico and Arizona Gane and
Fi sh Agencies authority to request trapping or shooting of
Mexi can Wbl ves for alleged unacceptable inpacts on ungul at es
that are natural wolf prey aninmals.

As a recent Arizona Republic editorial asks, "Wat
are the wol ves supposed to do? Call out for pizza?" This
provision woul d be extenely detrinmental in Arizona where the
Gane and Fi sh Conm ssion views preditors as conpetition for
trophy animals rather than as a crucial conponent of healthy
ecosyst ens.

In fact, wolves nmake herds stronger and heal thier.
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Rat her than acknow edgi ng this basic fact, the Conmm ssion
Departnent drew up their own alternative rule proposal with
the help of hunters, trappers, and livestock interests, which
woul d increase killing of wolves and transfer managenent from
US. Gane and Fish and Wldlife -- fromU.S. Fish and
WIldlife Service to the State. Do we really want Arizona's
Ganme and Fi sh Comm ssion and Departnent to determ ne what
constitutes unacceptable i npacts on big gane aninals? They
have a vested interest, because big gane tags are a source of
funding for the agency and key --

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you

M5. M CHAEL: -- constituant groups --

THE PANEL: Thank you.

M5. M CHAEL: Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS. Next speaker, pl ease.

MS. CHEATHAM Hi . M nane is Kathl een Cheat ham
and | represent nyself.

| have read the new proposal. It sounds great until
you conprehend exactly what it says. Putting |limts and
boundaries on where a wild animal can go is |udicrous.
Native wildlife should be limted to areas that Mther Nature
all ocates, not politics. Their status needs to be changed to
essenti al .

There i s now overwhel mi ng proof that wolves hel p the

ecosystem That proof is Yellowstone. Hunters kill trophy

BARTELT REPORTING, LLC
602-254-4111




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

- August 11, 2014

36

animls. Wlves usually take out the old, |lane, or sick, and
maybe chroni c wasting di sease woul dn't be such an issue if
wol ves were around at the begi nni ng.

Allowing nore killing will certainly doomthem
These aninmals conme from seven individuals. Every one you
kill takes away a genetic diversity that is crucial for their
survival, or is that the plan? This is an animal God created
tolive and kill a specific way for it's food, and that's
exactly what it does. Each and every animal on this planet
has as much right to be here as you and I.

W are supposedly the highly intelligent ones. Wy
can't we use the tools we have to coexist? This fight is not
just about wolves. The real plan is to gut the ESA, and you
can follow the noney trail to the Koch brothers and the
politicians they have fought off with their mllions.

USDA Wil dlife Services should be di sbanded and t ake
t he budget they use to kill native wildlife, $2 million in
2013, and give it to ranchers and others for use on nonl et hal
nmet hods of coexisting with predators. This animal is just
trying to survive and feed its famly |ike you and ne.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

ROBERT TEEL: Robert Teel, ROB-E-R T, T-E-E-L,
from Apache County, representing nyself as a rural Anerican
citizen.

| disagree with the reintroduction of the wolf
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totally. The only option that I would recomend woul d be 4,
since there is not a 5, that wll do away with the whole
program The reason is is because these wolves that are
bei ng reintroduced are nothing but a hybrid wolf, and their
gene has already been contam nated. | do not have enough
time to go over that orally. It will be inny witten
conments com ng in.

However, ny greatest concern is all the
m sinformation by the U S. Fish and Wldlife, Arizona Gane
and Fish, the extrenme environnmental groups, Center for
Bi odi versity, Guardians of the Forest, and other extrene
environnmental groups. They paint a picture of the rura
groups as sone kind of terrorism

| amtired of being terrorized by these groups, and
| expect the U S. Fish and Wldlife to show | eadership in
stopping this terrorist of rural Anerica by these extrene
envi ronnent al groups.

| have -- it's kind of hard to read right here.
don't have good lighting. This is an excerpt froma
newspaper article from Lincoln, New Mexico, where a rancher
was trying to survive under the Endangered Species Act and
was bei ng put out of business. Zane Walley is a witer from
Li ncol n, New Mexico. "This article was hard, damm hard, to
wite. He admts, It was kind of |ike peeling a rotten onion

| ayer by layer. The outside didn't | ook real good, but with
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each | ayer" --

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you, sir. Thank you. Next
speaker .

MR, DIERINGER Scott Dieringer, DI-EERI-NGE-R
and I'mw th the Mhave Livestock Association and ranch over
t here.

In '99, when they turned the wolves | oose, we were
on the -- down here on the Coronado Trail on sonme ranches, in
the Aifton Ranger District, Apache Sitgreaves Forest. They
turned three packs of wolves out within seven mles of our
headquarters.

And in February of that year, we bought an
additional 40 cows, put themin the corner pasture, and they
were either -- had calves at their side or were in the third
trimester of pregnancy. And when we gathered these cows in
June, we had |lost 21 calves, and there was very few | ying
there bare right in that area. W were riding all the tine.

And we took a biologist and Alan Arm stead fromthe
Ani mal Plant and Health I nspections Aninal Services to a
fresh wolf kill in April. And there was a fresh snow on the
ground, nothing but wolf tracks, and cow and cal f tracks.
And you could see where the calf had drug and the wol ves had
killed it, and I put it in a tree and took themto the kill
and we skinned it, and the bite marks and the bl ood under the

hi de and everything, and they said it wasn't enough proof
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and -- to verify a wolf Kkill.

So | asked them "Wat was it then?"

They said, "Well, it could ve been eagles.” And
then after that, they canped a man on U. S. Fish and Wldlife
right outside of our gate off the deeded | and 24 hours a day.
We had absolutely no privacy. And | probably don't have tine
to do the rest of it, but you get the idea.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you, sir. Next speaker, please.

MR. MEAD: My nane is Brad Mead, ME-A-D. |I'ma
fifth native to Arizona, Yavapai County. You know, |'m
opposed to this. 1've lived ny life with the cows. 1've

done it nmy whole life, and you guys are throw ng stuff down
our throat that we -- you know, that we don't like, and it's
a wong thing to do.

You guys are lying to us. You guys are dunb talking
on everything, and that's a wong thing to do. Another thing
is | wouldn't have found this out, this neeting out, if |
didn't go to Payson | ast week and got a newspaper. You guys
don't put this stuff out there so the whole public can see.
You guys just hide stuff.

And then, you know, you people talk about wanting to
save these damed wol ves. Wl |, have you guys ever been down
there in Apache Creek and that and reserve and seen the
little old cages that the kids got to sit in, because the

wol ves are out there -- waiting for a bus. The bus driver
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has got to honk for the parents to cone. You are scaring the
shit out of these kids. |It's bologna. |'mopposed to this
damed t hi ng.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker. Please hold
your applause. W |ose tine.

M5. FARR He's a tough act to follow

My nane is Elena Maria Farr. E-L-E-NNA MA-RI-A
F-A-R- R

"' mthe daughter of a Spanish rancher who was on
Spani sh | and established in the state of New Mexico in the
1500s. Sone of the -- one of the earlier commenters said
sonet hi ng about the wolves were here | ong before we were.
Well, that's true, but a |lot of the things we have
establ i shed here are good and beneficial to everyone in
society, and we hate to see it disappear just as nuch as sone
of you would hate to see the wol ves di sappear.

I"'mmarried to a rancher whose parents established
their ranch in 1904 and have struggled hard in that
over - hundr ed-year span to be good stewards of the land. So
that's ny only affiliation, and |I'm not accustoned to public
speaking, so | wote a short conment down.

Ri ght now, Anerica is still one of the strongest
nations on earth with the safest, nost affordable and readily
avai l abl e food supply. Sone of you may be able to shop at

Whol e Foods for your organic, unicorn safe, pixie-dust
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sprinkl ed vegan groceries, but nost of us just eat neat,
eggs, dairy products, and veggies that we either raised
oursel ves or went and bought at our |ocal grocery stores,
because that's what we can afford.

Wth every regulation or restriction that is inposed
on agricultural industries, the cost of production increases,
and with every supposed endanger ed/ prot ect ed/ essenti al
speci es introduced, nore small producers are nade to --

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MR KERR: My nane is Drew Kerr, DR E-W K-E-RR
" mthe Carnivor Avocate for WIdEarth Cuardians --

(I'nterruption.)

MR KERR. M nane is Drew Kerr, DREW K-ERR
|"mthe Carnivore Advocate for WIdEarth CGuardi ans.

W work to protect and restore wildlife, wild
pl aces, wild rivers, and the health of the American West. W
are glad the Service is finally taking steps to i nprove the
recovery effort for North Anerica's nost critically
endangered manmal . Having invested in this process for many
years, we are pleased to see the Service begin to take its
own scientists and outside experts nore seriously in planning
and managi ng the species recovery. That said, the proposed
revised rul e does not go nearly far enough and fails outright

in several ways.
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First, as you have | ong known, expansion of the
Mexi can Wbl ves' range is a necessity. Revising the BRARA
into the MAEPA and rnul ti-zonal reintroduction and recovery
area is a significant first step. The revised recovery area
should allow the wolf to reoccupy its historic range and al
sui tabl e habitat including the G and Canyon regi on and the
San Juan and Sout hern Rocky Mount ai ns.

You' ve recogni zed the existing recovery area is
insufficient to neet even your nodest reintroduction goals.
Listen to the science and recogni ze the proposed revisions
are not nearly enough.

Second, we strongly oppose the Service's proposal to
| i beralize and expand both the governnent's and private
citizen's ability to kill wolves. Human-caused nortality is
already the leading threat to the reintroduced wild
popul ation both fromillegal poaching and permtted |ethal
control. Allowing nore killing in the name of acceptance is
illogical and will not work. The Service nust redouble its
efforts to protect the struggling wld popul ation, not solely
t hrough accel erated reintroductions, but by safeguardi ng
wol ves in the wld.

Third, and relatedly, we strongly oppose the
Service's proposal to give Arizona and New Mexico State
Agenci es and USDA APHI S Wi dlife Services greater authority

over an indemity for renoving or killing Mexican wol ves.
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These entities have shown the wolves' enmty fromthe

begi nning of the recovery effort. W are deeply concerned
that the State and Wldlife Service will take this expanded
license as an invitation to accel erate and expand | et ha
control

If the Service is serious about recovering Mexican
Wl ves, a native of the Southwest, they will not |eave the
species fate to the easily mani pul ated and artificially
i nflated popul ati on goals for non-native gane species.

W al so oppose | eaving depredation determ nation in
the hands of the WIldlife Service, an unaccountabl e rogue
bureaucracy with a history of relying on shoddy and out dated
sci ence and net hodol ogies. That's ny tine.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Thank you.

" mgoing call 10 nore speakers. Sherry Sherbo,
Deborah DeWl fe, Therese Hi cks, Paul Decker, Ryan Seis, Steve
Clark, Rosalind Switzer, Ken Kovach, Warren Tyrrell, Jim
Staffni k, and Peter Gssorio.

M5. TRAVERS: All right.

(I'nterruption.)

M5. TRAVERS: Nobody is sleeping tonight.

MR SEIS: M nane is Ryan Seis, RY-A-N S E-I-S

|"mjust a cowboy, but it's what |'ve grown to | ove.
| cone to this country 17 years ago, and what worries ne the

nost is being put out of work or being put out of a job by
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these aninmals. | know that maybe soneday, when their

popul ation is under control, it mght happen. |'mnot sure
if that's going to happen, but it's going to be a problem
sooner or later.

| don't think wolves are going to be the ones that
people need to worry about. It's going to be the people that
peopl e need to worry about.

That's pretty nuch all | want to say. |It's just
going to be a problem and | oppose it. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

M5. DeWOLFE: M nane is Deborah DeWl fe, |ast nane
D-E, capital, WOL-F-E, and | amhere to read a letter from
t he Mornon Environnental Stewardship Alliance.

M5. TRAVERS: Speak up just a little bit, please.
Thank you.

M5. DeWOLFE: We, the nenbers of the Executive
Leadership Comm ttee of the Mdrnon Environnmental Stewardship
Al l'i ance, known as MESA, are urging you to reconsider
all om ng Mexi can wolves to freely col onize the greater G and
Canyon eco-region including parts of Southern Uah and
Col orado w thout hinderance or w thout federal protection
under the Endangered Species Act.

MESA is a young, but quickly grow ng 501(c)4
organi zati on whose nenbers and supporters take our

conservation and stewardship responsibilities very seriously.
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W aimto do what we can to restore and maintain a vibrant
Earth that can sustain a flourishing population of human
bei ngs and other species. W regard it as a religious and
noral duty to do what we can to prevent the extinction of
speci es under our watch and to pronote the recovery of

t hreat ened and endanger ed speci es.

W are aware that the Mexican Giay WIf is a
t hr eat ened subspecies of the Gay WIf with Iiving nenbers
bei ng descended fromjust seven wild individuals and that
W t hout the establishnment of an additional protected
popul ation, it cannot be deened to recover and wil |l
remain close to extinction.

W are also aware that the Fish and Wldlife Service
has itself publicly stated that, therefore, we wll not -- we
do not understand why the Service does not go ahead and do
what it acknow edges to be necessary.

We know t hat the norphol ogi cal and genetic studies
i ndicate that the Mexi can Gray Wl ves range as far as
Sout hern Utah and Col orado historically and --

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Thank you. Next speaker.

MR, DECKER. M nane is Paul Decker, P-A-UL
DE-CGK-E-R | live in Catron County, New Mexico. | manage
t he Deadman Ranch out in Collins Park, and | just want to
share sonme of the things | have seen firsthand, sone of ny

own experiences. |'mpart of the affected public.
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Up there in Collins Park, we have no | ess than six
wol f packs up there. What the Forest Service -- not the
Forest Service, but the Fish and Wldlife Service, what |'ve
been able to get off the internet and find out what their
conpensation fund is, what they pay for a year's depredation
on ne let alone the rest of these ranches. The wol ves,
peopl e say, you know, they kill the sick and the weak. Well,
you know what? | have a problemw th that.

On Decenber 2, 2013, they cane down and ran a good
horse, one of ny best horses, through a gate not 100 feet
fromny house, broke a leg off him | had to shoot that
horse. Then there was a three-day period before anybody got
back to ne on the phone to see what had happened.

Well, they said, "It's kind of |late to cone and
check things."

| said, "Yeah, it is, because | done buried the
horse, and you woul dn't have been able to find the track
anyway, because the ground is frozen.™

Then EI'S is tal ki ng about expandi ng the wol f
territory. There has been plenty. You know what? W have
got enough wol ves, and we need to do sonethi ng about the
probl ens that we do have, not create any nore. W have got
cages, as was addressed earlier, that our kids have to sit in
waiting for the school bus to keep fromgetting ate by

wolves. |If you got to worry about your kids getting eaten by
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sonething, that's sonething you don't need to have around.

Anyway, | just appreciate the tine. You guys have a
good eveni ng.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

Pl ease hol d your appl ause.

MS. H CKS: Thank you. M nane is Therese Giffin
Hi cks.

I"'ma Gla County cattle rancher. W have been in
ranching since 1905 as a famly rancher. |'m also president
of the Gla County Cowgirls Association, and |I'mvice chair
for Arizona Cattle Gowers for Federal Lands. As you know,
Gla County Cattle Gowers takes in the Tonto National Forest
and you plan to reintroduce wolves in Tonto Basin, Payson,
and Pl easant Valley, so | have sone serious interest here and
two particular points 1'd Iike to focus on.

One of themis the reintroduction and recovery plans
for Mexi co. Thi s has been brought up a few different tines.
My question is, what is your hurry? You have 300 that you
know of at least in captivity with capture sites in 56 areas
between the U S. and Mexico, and you have agreenents with
Mexi co to manage these sites. So why don't you work on
expandi ng your relations with Mexico and get themto cone
back to the table with agreenents for reintroduction, as
well. | understand it's a problem and they poison them

Thank you.
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Ckay. The other point is, as Sierra Club said just

a mnute ago, | agreed with themthat we need to see the
funding. It's a noney thing. How are you going to pay for
t he expansi on? The Coexistence Council is al nost out of
noney. | think no nore rules for two things until Mexico is

fully engaged to 90 percent and until they are fully
federal | y funded.

W are at 30 seconds here. GCkay. | want to know
how you plan to do that realistically without relying on the
Coexi stence Council, and it needs to address adequately
econom ¢ conpensation to livestock producers includi ng wei ght
| oss, decreased rebreeding, which is a big issue, as well
and depredation loss is probably the sinplest thing you wll
have to deal wth.

My statenent to you is show ne the noney before you
show nme nore wol ves. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR OSSOCRIO |'m Peter Gssorio, OS S ORI-O
It's not Irish, but that's howit's pronounced. Dona Ana
County Comm ssi oner Wayne Hancock asked ne to state that he
supports a nodified Alternative 3 and retaining present
limtations on renoving and killing wolves until the nunber
of breeding pairs is 10 and the wild population is at |east
200.

Now, your proposed rule does hel p the hard-working
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| FT, and it provides relief to the people closest to the
current rel ease and di sbursal areas by providing nore room
and ot her opportunities, but otherwise, it's a slap in the
face to two groups.

First are those |livestock owners who are honest, | aw
abi ding, may or may not think reintroducing wolves is a good
thing, but are concerned about conpetition and their bottom
l'i ne.

When | was privileged to conmand five different
artillery units in Vietnamand the cold war, | tried to nmake
rul es that rewarded people for doing the right thing.

Al l owi ng anyone to kill a wolf going after a staked-out pound
puppy only serves to tenpt the honest majority and rewards
the worst in human behavior.

Secondly, you are insulting 52 captive breeding
facilities operating with l[ittle or no federal noney whose
hundr eds of dedi cated workers and thousands of vol unteers
work all hours rearing genetically val uabl e wol ves,
devel opi ng techni ques |ike cross-fostering. These people
have been at it since before the current pathetic recovery
plan was witten on a typewiter in 1982. They deserve
better than to pull pups fromtheir nothers to give thema
chance in the wild only to see themused for target practice
by an agent supposedly shooting coyotes.

When you ook in the mrror, you may see Sol onon
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reconciling opposing clainmants, but | don't know how whoever
put Alternative 1 forward --

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you, sir. Thank you. Next
speaker, pl ease.

M5. SWTZER Hello. M nane is Rosalind Swtzer
SWI-T-Z-E-R, and | live in rural Arizona. As an avid
wldlife watcher, parts of the draft proposal alarmne. It
| eaves the goal of recovery of the Mexican wolf population in
j eopardy. The current population is not viable. | support
t he expansion of the rel ease area as proposed in their
Option 3 as the beginning of a wolf recovery plan.

Addi ti onal core popul ati on shoul d be pursued.
Arbitrary political boundaries nmust be abandoned and wol ves
allowed to roamto find suitable habitat. Mst upsetting to
me are the additional rules for killing, trapping, and
renoval of these wolves. They need a reduction in
human- caused nortality and renoval, not an increase.

The popul ati on stagnated between 2003 and 2009 due
to increased take. There are not adequate safeguards in the
draft proposal to address a repeat of the scenario. The
Mexi can Gray Wl f has an inherent right to exist in the wld.
Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR STAFFNIK: M/ nane is Jim Staffnik,

S T-A-F-F-N1I-K from Apache County, Arizona. |'ma schoo
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psychol ogi st by trade and have been practicing in the schools
for approxi mately 30 years.

| becane interested in the wolf reintroduction
project when | heard the children were experiencing
psychol ogi cal trauna associated with the reintroduction of
wol ves.

To date, | know of only two anecdotal or clinical
studi es that have been conducted that addressed the
psychol ogi cal inpact of the presence of wolves on children.
In 2007, Julia Martin, MD., interviewed ranching famlies
and their children to help determ ne the psychol ogi cal
effects of the wolf program on children.

She identified, quote, "Serious psychol ogica
probl ens being nmanifested by children living in the wolf
reintroduction areas." Those issues included, but were not
limted to, increased startle responses, children's beli ef
that they are helpless to control or stop events occurring
around them sleep disturbances, and an increase in
ni ght mar es.

Dr. Janmes Thal conducted an exploratory clinica
study of approxinmately 35 individuals and found simlar
results. M wife, after an encounter with a wolf, had -- she
becanme hypervigilant, had bouts of sadness over the |oss of
our two al pacas that they killed, sonetines had trouble

sl eeping, and had recurring thoughts related to the killings.
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The wol f reintroduction programviol ates the
principle of subsidy. The principle of subsidy directs that
human events are best handl ed at the | owest possible |evel
closest to the individuals effected by the decisions nmade.

In the case of wolf reintroduction, the decision-nmakers are
| east affected by their decisions.

In this case, the precautionary principles needs to
be i npl enented and the wolf reintroduction program stopped
until the effect on children is fully assessed. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR CLARK: M nane is Steve Cark, GL-AARK [|I'm
with the Arizona Elk Society and the Arizona Alliance for
Responsi bl e Land Users. The Arizona Elk Society is
di sappointed in the draft EIS and 10(j) Rule. 1In the EI S
rules, it states that in carrying out the program authorized
by this act, the secretary shall cooperate to the maxi num
extent practical with the states. The U S. Fish and Wldlife
Service has refused to work to the maximumability with the
State.

After many nonths of collaboration with other | and
users, cattle growers, counties, and others, we signed onto a
cooperative alternative that was presented to the U S. Fish
and Wldlife Service for inclusion in the draft EIS.

Hundr eds of groups and agenci es canme together to support this

effort contributing to the recovery of Mexican gray wol ves.
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Thousands of the public socially supported the
presented alternative that in recent past did not support
this programat all. The U S Fish and Wldlife Service
i gnored the cooperative alternative and will, in effect, |ose

t he support fromnost of the effected public in this issue.

The U.S. Fish and WIldlife Service continues to
ignore the fact that 90 percent of the historic habitat for
these wolves is in Mexico and the wildlife econom es of our
states should not have to be destroyed to shoul der the burden
of full recovery.

The draft EI'S contains sone very vague wordi ng that
we feel will open the door for further controversy and
litigation. One of that is if Arizona and New Mexico
determ nes that Mexican wolf predation is having an
unacceptabl e i npact on wild ungulate herd. You need to
define what "unacceptable" is. The herds are already
stressed by drought and lack of quality habitat. W can't
afford to |l ose many nore el k or deer.

In closing, we are very disappointed in the actions
of the Service and feel that you need to go back to the
drawi ng board and include the effected stakehol ders and
cooperating agencies in neaningful discussion to bring the
i deas and alternatives that created the social tol erance of
t hese stakehol ders into your plan. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Sherry Sherbo, Ken Kovach,
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Warren Tyrrell.

I"'mgoing to call the next 10 nanes. Jean Mers,
Bill Chanberlain, Karen N chols, Jean Gssorio, David Lash,
Mary Ellen Bittorf, Tony Kl unker, Bob Brister, Sheila
Brushus, and Houst on Davi s.

Next speaker, please.

M5. MYERS. M nane is Jean Meyers, J-E-A-N
MY-E-R-S. Wlves, like other predators, are vital to the
ecosystem The wolves in Arizona and New Mexico are
essential to the recovery of the Mexican gray wol f
population. In order to thrive, they will need a nmuch | arger

habi tat and access to other popul ati ons of wolves with whom
t hey can exchange genetic material .

The proposed rule changed to allow themto nove
south all the way to the Mexican border and north to 1-40 is
a wonderful first step, but they will also need roomto roam
north to Utah and Col or ado.

Wl ves don't understand boundaries and they can't
behave naturally if they are subjected to such unjust
penal ti es as bei ng captured when they roam beyond the
boundaries or even killed if they are suspected of killing
| i vest ock

Wl ves are so afraid of being seen by humans that
sightings are very rare. Therefore, if a rancher is

concerned about his or her |ivestock, a sinple solution would
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be to make their presence known on a regul ar basis when
riding fences, tending, or feeding.

Al so, the Fish and Wldlife Service should require
ranchers to renove carcasses that die of non-wolf causes so
that wol ves are not drawn to |ive cattle.

Wl ves are responsible for less than 1 percent of
| i vestock | osses, anyway, and ranchers are conpensated for
| ost livestock. W need to tighten restrictions for take of
Mexi can wol ves, not | oosen them Certainly, an endangered
species is entitled to great protection at least until the
popul ati on rebounds.

Wl f recovery and the restoration of natural bal ance
require that we have popul ati ons of wolves in suitable areas
t hat connect throughout the southwest. When that happens,
el k and deer herds will be healthier |eading to healthier
growth of grasses and trees, which provide habitat for smal
animals. Every part of the ecosystemnatters to the health
of our planet.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker, please.

Pl ease hol d your appl ause.

M5. NICHOLS: M nanme is Karen N chol s,
NI-CGCHOL-S. |I'"mthe education assistant at the Endangered
Wl f Center.

In 1971, the Endangered Wl f Center in St. Louis was

established by Dr. Marlin Perkins to save endangered speci es,
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focusing on the Mexi can Wl f The Captive Breedi ng Program

al t hough highly effective, does not exist in a vacuum |t is
not a continuous or permanent solution for the recovery of an
endanger ed speci es.

Bei ng at maxi mum popul ati on capacity for several
years in the United States and Mexico has hindered the
captive breeding program Wth only one new rel ease into the
wildin the last five years, this forces us to only allow a
few pairs to breed annually, and so no new genes are
introduced into the wild, thus harm ng an al ready severely
bott| enecked popul ati on. Reduced breeding in captivity wll
al so nean the loss of vital genetic information. This is
i rresponsi bl e managenent.

Qur center supports the expansion of recovery area
for the Mexican Wolf in a proposal by the Service and feels
that Alternative 3 is the best option of the proposal.
However, maintaining the designation of nonessential is
relying on an ol der captive popul ati on that does not have
roomto expand.

The Endangered Wl f Center wants to support the
Service in neeting its recovery goals, but we are at a
critical juncture now and we need a Service that uses the
best science available to nake this decision. W need a
Service that understands that wthout renediating the rel ease

side of the recovery effort, the current captive breeding
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program i s unsust ai nabl e.

W need a Service that is wlling to listen to the
overwhel m ng concensus of biologists engaged in the recovery
effort, and we need a Service that will protect the health of
t hese ecosystens by opening up enough protected wild space
for this wolf to truly recover itself. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

M5. OSSORIO Thank you. M nane is Jean Ossorio.
Last night | spent ny 375th night canping in a tent in
Mexi can Wl f honme ranges since 1998. Wen | was about 9 or
10, ny task and preparation for our famly canping trips from
M ssouri to the Southwest was to study road maps, calcul ate
m | eages, and figure out the |ogical places to spend the
ni ght on our way to our destinations in national forests and
national parks. It was a challenging task for an el enentary
student, but if | hadn't known our proposed destinations, it
woul d have been inpossi bl e.

Unfortunately, the Fish and Wldlife Service is
attenpting to acconplish essentially the sane task in the
proposed rul e and Environnenal |npact Statenent. Wthout an
updated recovery plan to identify the ultimte destination,
pl anni ng the appropriate waypoints on the road to the goal is
nearly inpossi bl e.

The only intelligent way to address the problemis

to make sure that the Service adopts a rule that does not
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contain provisions that send the reintroduction project off
on a detour resulting in wasted tine, effort, and
expendi t ur es.

The final rule should be crafted in a way that does
not preclude nmovenent of wolves to areas that are likely to
be the sites of additional popul ations as proposed by the
sci ence subgroup of the 2010 Recovery Team Adopting a rule
that will require revision in order to establish natura
connectivity between the Bl ue Range popul ati on
and popul ations to the north is sensel ess.

| urge the Service to nove the northern boundary of
the Mexi can Wl f Experinental Population Area fromlnterstate
H ghway 40 to Interstate H ghway 70 and to renpove the catch
and rel ease provision fromthe adoption -- the adopted
alternative.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. | will
expand on these comments in witing. Thanks.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. W need to take just a
brief nonent.

(I'nterruption.)

M5. TRAVERS: Next speaker.

MR. CHAMBERLAIN: Bill Chanberlain of U S Wlf
Ref uge proposing to nodify the 10(j) rule before a recovery
plan is finalized and before the Environnental |npact

St at enent has been conpleted is like putting the cart before
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the horse. Under no circunstances should any nodifications
to the 10(j) rule be nade at this point. After establishing
all the necessary wolf strategy nmanagenent plan, the next
step should be the conpletion of the recovery plan, which
will require an Environnental |npact Statenent. |f any of

t hese steps necessitate the nodification of the 10(j) rule,
it can be done at this time and only if any of these acts
require it.

Keepi ng the expanded area south of 1-40 prevents the
natural mgration of areas suitable habitat north of I|-40
especially in the area of the Gand Canyon. It is obvious
that this decision was based on the fact that U ah has
expressed that they do not want wolves. It is unfortunate
that the wolf recovery has becone a state's rights issue and
not a biological issue. States should not be given the right
or the authority to determ ne how natural resources that
transcend state boundaries should be nanaged.

Natural resources, such as wildlife, forestry,
habi tat preservation, water rights nust be adm ni stered by
t he Federal governnent, not the states. |If the policies and
procedures regardi ng these issues are to be regionalized, the
boundari es of these regi ons shoul d be biological borders, not
state |ines.

And, finally, | nmust inplore you to termnate al

relations and all interaction with USDA's Wl dlife Services.
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Their actions taken on behalf of the U S. WIdlife are once
agai n becone conpletely nuch nore efficiently and nuch nore
effectively within your owm agencies. Their transparency and
depl orabl e actions are ones that should not be in your best
interest. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

Pl ease hold your applause. W want to try to get
t hr ough t hese.

M5. BRUSHES: M nane is Sheila Brushes,
SHEI-L-A, BRUSHES, and | wuld be like to read a
poem

"When the first snow fall of w nter runs
fleet-footed across the nountains, the frost wll turn ny

coat to glistening dianonds as | sing ny songs to the dying

noon.
| amlobo. | amessential
Sonme say that | ama nuisance, a killer, or worse,
but | say to you truly that | ama magical creature. | make
the aspen and the willow flourish. | nake the grasses grow
tall and the currents run strong. | even nake rivers change

t heir course.

| am | obo, and I am essenti al

For the Master has handed down his great commandnent
to the fathers of nen, that you shall protect and cherish His

astoundi ng creation that gives you all things, even life
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itself, and neither harmnor destroy it, for by killing
Nat ure, you kill GCod.

And now that the future is upon you, come down upon
you like fire fromheaven, let it not be that the children of
men, the commandnent breakers, shall wander these bl eak and
lifeless hills, hungry and al one, and whi sper nournfully
anongst thenselves, 'the lords of nature, the wol ves, once
lived here.""

Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

M5. BITTORF: H. |I'mMary Ellen Bittorf. |'m
president of the White Muntain Audubon Society, and I'mthe
person who started or founded the Wiite Mountain Wldlife
Nature Center. | also served for five years on the Pinetop
Lakesi de Town Council .

| appreciate your being here and appreciate the tine
totalk. | feel like the wolf is an inportant part of the
White Mountains and an inportant part of Arizona. On
August 16, the Nature Center, as part of their Nature
D scovery Series, wll have a program about wol ves. W have
done this every year for several years, and this is always
one of the nost popul ar prograns we have. It gives people a
chance to learn a | ot about how real wolves really Ilive.

And so | know that for those to say that wolves w ||

t ake away the popul ation, cause people to nove away from
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towns where wolves are, | don't believe that's true, and
think that Pinetop Lakeside is an exanple of that.

| have a very real problemw th the exterm nation or
killing of wolves, and the fact that it seens that instead of
maki ng it harder for people to do that, it's becom ng easier,
and | don't think that's a very good thing for the wolves. |
don't think that's a good thing for wildlife in general.

| would like to see you really think about this, and
also, I would Iike to know, since the wolf has been
reintroduced in Arizona, has there been one single person
prosecuted for killing a wolf for any reason? Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR BRISTER My nane is Bob Brister. [|'man
organi zer for Wl dEarth Guardi ans, a regional conservation
organi zation focusing on protecting and restoring the
wildlife, wild places, and wild rivers in the Anerican
Wést .

| cane here fromSalt Lake Cty, Utah to speak in
favor of expanding the range where Mexi can wol ves can recover
their popul ation to include Southern Uah. According to the
US. Fish and Wildlife Service's Scientific Panel, at |east
three interconnected core popul ati ons of Mexican wol ves are
required to ensure their long-termsurvival and genetic
health. One of the core popul ati ons should be in the G and

Canyon regi on, which includes Southern U ah.
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According to polling data cited in the State of
U ah's Wl f Managenent Plan, which can be found on the Utah
Division of WIldlife Resources website, a nmgjority of U ahans
have a favorabl e opi nion of wolves and beli eve wol ves bel ong
in Uah. Over the last four years, | have collected
t housands of postcards from Utahans in favor of protection
for wol ves and have nmiled themto various public officials.

| urge you to renove your arbitrary |I-40 northern
boundary for the Mexican Wl f Recovery Area. This is
strictly a political boundary that has no role in legitimte
reintroduction popul ati on managenent. There is no legally or
justifiable reason to renove wolves that mgrate north of
| -40 seeking out their historic habitat.

The Mexican Wl f Recovery has been infected with
politics fromthe beginning. It is |long overdue that the
Fish and Wldlife Service follows the ESA and devel op a
scientifically sound Mexi can Wl f Recovery Plan that includes
all of the species' historic range and | eaves politics
behi nd. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR, KLUWKER  Tom Kl unker, K-L-U-MK-E-R |
represent the outfitting industry, in both New Mexico and
Arizona. | live anongst the wolves in the Gla wlderness
and the Bl ue Range w |l derness. | have been involved with the

wolf fromthe get-go and before. M great granddaddy was

BARTELT REPORTING, LLC
602-254-4111




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

- August 11, 2014

64

with Teddy Roosevelt in Yanpa, Colorado of 1899. | have cone
froma long |ine of hardworking people that's nade their
living off the | and.

Thi s whol e novenent -- and al though the Fish and
Wldlife Services require by the Endangered Species Act to do
what you are trying to do, it's not about the wolf. It's not
about the spotted owl. [It's not about the frog -- all the
other things that they are using to put us off the | and.

It's a novenent by WI dEarth Guardi ans, the Biol ogica
Diversity Center, to rid the national resource users -- they
don't want any consunptive users.

This is newreligion. These guys worship the
creation, not the creator. They want their ranchers and the
hunters, loggers, and the mners, and we are next, and your
novenent is just furthering and furthering their cause. [|I'm
sorry to say, | sent a bunch of petitions to Sherry earlier
from our area.

W are the people at ground zero that are being
affected. M grandson and ny daughter were face to face with
the reserve. They are dammed sure we get help or have our
cages, but there is a reason. She could have shot that wolf,
and she had a gun, but no. She had two nore boys up the
road. She went back to get a canera and pretty quick she
junped in her pickup and run up to the other two boys, and

t he psychol ogi st this year --
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M5. TRAVERS: Thank you, sir. Next speaker, please.

MR LASH M nane is David Lash. David is
D-A-V-1-D, and Lash, L-A-S-H I'ma wldlife artist. | have
lived in Arizona forever. | have grandchildren and two
daughters and a stepdaughter, and | taught for 27 years in
public schools. | got to tell you, it's parents that put
devils inside kids' heads. W need to be very careful what
we say to our children.

Qur forefathers had the vision to set aside public
| ands for the enjoynent of all. Thankfully, we live in a
denocracy where we can enj oy one-person-one-vote, and we all
benefit fromtax dollars. The lions' share of Fish and
WIldlife Service and Arizona Gane and Fi sh expenses are paid
for by the American taxpayer. In Arizona, our gane and fish
receives three federal dollars for every dollar spent for
hunting and fishing |icenses, an elenment of the North
Ameri can nodel .

Across the nation, hunting and angling is declining.
Society is changing. There are fewer young peopl e who want
to pick up a gun or a bow or a fishing rod and engage in
consuming wildlife.

An ever-increasing nunber of people are recreating
by hi king, traveling, nountain biking, skiing, wildlife, back
packi ng, canping, bird watching, boul dering, canping,

kayaki ng, rafting, and clinbing, real noney for the State of
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Ari zona.

When our agency is entrusted with the care of our
nati ve ani mal s and broaden their view to engage, really
engage, the mgjority, the nonconsunptive public, there are
many of us here who are waiting to assist with our support
and noney. W are waiting for politics to get out of the
deci si on nmaki ng process. W are waiting for science-based
deci sions that favor ecological health over economc health
of special notice groups.

Ecol ogi cal health includes hunting, angling,
ranching. 1'mso sick of this us and them

M5. TRAVERS: Next speaker, please. Thank you.

Ckay. I'mgoing to call 10 nore nanes: Laurie
Snider, Terry Mrris, Alicyn Gtlin, Roberta More, Craig
MIller, Felicia French, Dorothy Reed-lumar, G na Edwards,
G et a Anderson.

Go ahead. Next speaker. Thank you.

M5. SNIDER.  Thank you. M/ nane is Laurie Snider
L-A-URI-E, SNI-DDE-FR I'ma resident of Nutrioso,
Arizona in the heart of wolf country.

M5. TRAVERS: Speak up just a little. Thank you.

M5. SNNDER. |I'mhere to tal k about political
deci sions and science. You know the science. You have
gotten the science over and over and over again, and then

special interest groups get really |loud, and you nmake
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political decisions. You know that wolves don't know
political boundaries. They don't know that US-40 is the top
end of their limts. You know that if you put a gun in the
hand of a rancher who has had problenms with wolves, he is not
going to check the genetics on that aninal.

Now, |'m a grandnother, too, and | want to know, do
| have to tell ny children and ny grandchildren that the
wol ves were | ost, because of political decisions? | hope
not. Pl ease reconsider this insane thing.

Alternative 3 is a good start, but it's not enough.
You cannot increase the takes. W are |osing too many
animals in a very limted gene pool already to human takes.
You cannot allow for increasing human takings. You have to
all ow these animals to live in their natural environnent.

Thank you for taking my comments.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

G NA EDWARDS: H . M nane is G na Edwards,
E-DWA-R DS |I'mhere toread for diver Star tonight. He
states, "I'ma third generation Col oradan. My grandfat her
owned one of the largest cattle conpanies in Col orado. |
grew up around horses, cattle, and cowboys, but unlike ny
granddad, | didn't take the wolves' bad reputation at face
value. Instead, | have devoted ny life to studying, raising,
and advocating for wolves.

In the past 12 nonths, | have been to seven states
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and three countries to study wol ves, including spending
several days in Northern Arizona and New Mexico. The rim of
the G and Canyon is literally teamng with elk, yet the
proposed Mexi can Gray Wl f Recovery Plan includes boundaries
that put this entire ecosystemout of reach of the animals it
requires nost: wolves.

Wbrse, expecting wol ves to conprehend and respect
sone boundary established by humans is as ridicul ous as
expecting a goldfish to understand an i Phone. And while nore
rel eases are one of the plans' few positives, doing so
wi t hout increasing protections for wolves will sinply result
in nore dead wol ves, not wolf recovery.

The proposals | oosening restrictions related to the
killing of wolves gives nearly free reign to anyone that
wants to shoot a wolf. All you need is a plausible excuse.

There are only 83 Mexi can wol ves on the | andscape,
and only 3 animals stand between recovery and extinction
under these conditions. Each wolf is not nerely essential.
It's priceless.

US Fish and WIldlife needs to get serious about
Mexi can gray wolf recovery and devel op a current recovery
pl an based upon the best avail abl e science. Expand the
recovery area to include all suitable habitat north of 1I-40.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker. Next

speaker.
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M5. GTLIN H. Alicyn @Gtlin, GI-T-L-1-N  Thank
you for hearing ny comments. | amhere to encourage you to
extend the recovery area north of 1-40. Public |ands bel ong
to all of us and wol ves are part of our American | egacy. Qur
nati onal heritage should include a full suite of native
wldlife, and we all should have the right to hear a wolf
how on our public | and.

Their survival or recovery depends on having terrain
to roamand their ability to create netapopul ations, to
increase their genetic diversity and their resilience to
di sease and natural disasters. A captive population is not a
nmet apopul ati on.

Scientific nodels, including the one that you showed
in your Alternative 3, repeatedly showed the G and Canyon
region to be excellent habitat for wolves, and there is high
| i keli hood that wolves would try to disperse there. W
shoul d do everything we can to encourage recovery, including
allow ng themto col onize the G and Canyon area.

We shoul d not waste tax payer dollars rounding up
and relocating wolves trying to naturally disperse. People
want to see wildlife, including wolves, at the G and Canyon,
and livestock conflict will not be a concern in the G and
Canyon National Park. W owe it to our citizens and to
future generations. Anmerican w ldlands, our public |ands,

conplete with a full suite of wldlife should be our national
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herit age.

Pl ease al |l ow wol ves to di sperse north of 1-40 and
allow themto establish a netapopulation in the Grand Canyon
region. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker. Please hold
your appl ause. Thank you.

M5. FRENCH: Felicia French, FF-REENCH [|I'ma
retired arny colonel wth 32 years of service. M |ast
assi gnment was in Afghanistan. | nake this statenment only
because the perception out there is that people who speak out
for protection of our wildlife environnent are |iberal,
draft-dodgi ng, environnmental terrorist hippies or sonething
to that effect.

My mlitary deploynents have taken ne to many
devel opi ng countries where | saw firsthand what happens when
you put profit for few over the people and the pl anet.
Unbridl ed destruction and exterm nation of the Earth and its
i nhabitants is not healthy growh any nore than a malignant
t unor.

What makes this country great is its diversity in
all forms. W need to make a policy that is beneficial to
all, not just the feww th the |oudest voices and | argest
wal l ets. Some do not have voices, such as animals, and other
groups of people. Therefore, we have a noral obligation to

protect and defend them and not that it matters, but ny
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fam |y been here since the 1880s, about five generations'
worth, and have backpacked all over the territory.

| have gone backpacking all over the state,

t housands of days' worth of it, and never once has ny
daughter or any of ny famly nenbers ever felt threatened by
any animal, |et alone a wolf.

| understand fear. Believe ne. | have been afraid
many tinmes in ny life, but we can't just try to wi pe out a
species. Extinct means extinct. It nmeans we will never get
it back -- just out of fear. Thank you.

M5. MOORE: M nane is Vicki More, MOORE, and
I'"'mfrom Geen Valley, Arizona, and |I'mtal ki ng about the
urban wolf interface, but to backtrack, | have reviewed many
Draft Environnmental |Inpact Statenents. | have | ooked at nany
EPA rul es and procedures, and | amrequesting that there be
an extension, a 90-day extension, because the bottomline of
t hese docunents is fact checking them and you can't fact
check a docunent in 60 days and | ook at the references and
see where the references -- there are references. |'m asking
for a 90-day extension so we can | ook into things.

Back to the rural interface. Everybody seens to be
worrying that there is a mllion people south of the
Mogollon Rm  So ny question in the Wl f Recovery Plan is
what is the wolf urban interface going to do to recovery,

specifically the Sky Islands. It is no |onger the
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10, 000-acre ranch. They are going to farnettes. They are
going to 40 acres. They are going to two and a halfs. This
is all over South and South Central Arizona.

So when the wol ves come up from Mexico and they hit
all these ranchettes and subdivisions, what is going to
happen? So | don't think any wolf recovery program has had
to deal with the urban interface of wol ves and people on a
serious note in the magnitude of what you see in the
Sun Belt. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR MLLER M nane is Craig Mller, GRAI-G
MI1-L-L-E-R | have worked on natural resource managenent
i ssues in the Southwest as the Southwest Representative for
Defenders of Wldlife for the past 20 years.

And many people this evening have touched on the new
proposal s, changes to take all owances. One inportant part of
that issue that | don't believe has been adequately addressed
is the need for a contingency plan. [|f you don't enbrace
Alternative C and insist on relaxing take provisions, | think
it"s really inportant to include provisions that ensure
agai nst a catastrophe, sonething that could be devastating to
t he population, simlar to the provisions that are proposed
t hat woul d protect agai nst unacceptable inpacts on el k
popul ations. | think it's inportant to have simlar

provi sions to protect against unacceptable inpacts on the
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wol f popul ati on.

The second point I'd like to make concerns
managenent zones. Previous comments dealt with the issues of
Interstate 40 and following interstate transportation borders
i nstead of ecol ogical characteristics. One problem| see,
just on a quick glance of the map, is that you are
elimnating the Argosy conplex in the Buenos Aires Wldlife
Refuge relegated into Zone 3. That area in the |late '80s,
early '90s was proposed by Arizona Gane and Fi sh as one of
the four potential reintroduction sites, and it's an area
where | was involved in the wolf surveys under the guidance
of Fish and WIldlife Service and Gane and Fi sh, because the
habitat there was, at the tine, considered to be anobng the
best remaining in the region, and the area had the hi ghest
probability of hosting remaining wild wolves prior to
reintroduction, so | would encourage you to take a cl oser
| ook at your zone managenent schene, and if possible, get
away fromusing interstates to define the zones and foll ow
ecol ogi cal characteristics nore closely. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR MORRIS: Terry Mirris, T-EERRY, MORRI-S
|"ma fourth generation Arizonan, and in ny own mnd, |
represent every Anerican that fully supports the Endangered
Species Act, as witten, and | also support Alternative 3. |

believe it's the best possible alternative, although I
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believe it still leaves a lot of roomfor the actua
possibility of delisting.

| think the wild wol ves that have been rel eased
since 1998 have suffered through all the arguing and
political turnmoil and noncooperation and whining, and |
bel i eve that they deserve better protection for their chance
of survival

| think that the many, many, many, nany peopl e whose
livelihoods are directly related to this recovery program |
think it's a tragedy that after 30 years | actually conmmented
on the original draft plan, and I think it was in '82, and
30 years is way too long to be operating under that -- that
type of plan. | think all the people that have worked | ong
and hard over the last 30-plus years on this recovery effort
deserve better. Thank you.

MS. TRAVERS:. Thank you. Next speaker, please.

MS. INVAN:  |'m Dorothy Reed-lInman, |-NMA-N --

M5. TRAVERS: Speak up.

MS. INMAN:  |'m Dorot hy Reed-Inman, also known as
Doty, and | have lived here 27 years in the Wite Muntains,
42 years in the Rocky Mountains, and |'ma grandma with seven
grandchildren, and | love themvery nuch. |'mhere to speak
for them and other users of this |and.

In ny 42 years here, | have been a backpacker, a

hi ker, birder, kayaker, river rafter, and that's where | cone
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fromis the use of this land. | have also seen in this tine
here that sonme of the | andscapes have been out of bal ance. |
lived right above Yellowstone. | lived in the Rocky
Mount ai ns.

| believe that wolves will bring that bal ance back,
and | support a recovery alternative that nodifies
Alternative 3 and expands the areas where the wol ves can be
rel eased.

| oppose any | oopholes for killing and capturing
wolves. | don't want to see any arbitrary boundaries. |
bel i eve the Mexi can wol f needs to nove around to inprove its
genetic health and its recovery. |'d like to see themin
Nort hern Mexi co, Sout hern Col orado, and the G and Canyon. |
have seen those | andscapes to be pretty beat up and can
benefit fromthe wol ves' nature.

| see wolves being essential. | believe that
ranchers can and should take steps to protect their |ivestock
from depredati on through nonlethal neans. 1'd just like to
t hank - -

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

|"mgoing to call 10 nore names whil e the next
speaker gets ready. Casey Murph, Emly Renn, Carol Sletten,
Mari a Brueckner, Cindy Tuell, Sam Phal on, John Tate, Jeff
Menges, Di ane Gall egos, and Lynn Andrade. Thank you.

M5. ANDERSON: Hello. M nanme is Geta Anderson,
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GRET-A ANDERSON I'mthe Deputy Director of

West ern Wat ersheds Project, and | noved with ny daughter into
wol f country, and | was not afraid. |'mnore afraid of
raising her in a world wi thout wolves and wi th an unheal t hy
ecosystem

| amvery glad to see that the MAEPA i s being
expanded, but |'m di sappointed that the Service continues to
i npose arbitrary boundaries where wolves are left to roam
t hi nk you need to consider full recovery and all ow wolves to
go to suitable habitats including the areas north of 1-40.

| support the primacy of native species on our
public lands, and | believe that the human extractive
i ndustries that use public |ands should be secondary to the
needs of native wildlife and healthy functioni ng ecosystens.
And, as such, the Fish and WIldlife Service needs to stop
cowt owi ng to the cowboys.

The proposed rul es and provisions of take are far
too deferential to the people who are al ready degradi ng on
our public trust ecosystens with their cows and sheep and
profiting at our expense. Any managenent of wolves shoul d
require full conpliance with animal operating instructions,
deterents, and carcass treatnent. Wy would you reward bad
| i vest ock managenent with wolf renoval ?

Exenmpting Wldlife Services for take provisions

preenptively is offensive. For an agency with a history of
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quote, unquote, "m staken identity," like a certain wildlife
specialist, the Fish and Wldlife Service should retain
discretion to prosecute violations of the Endangered Species
Act to the fullest. WIdlife Services does not have a
mandate to conserve native preditors and essentially with
your proposed rule, you have witten these hired killers for
the livestock industry a bl ank check.

Furthernore, if we are tal ki ng about unacceptabl e
i npacts of native ungulates, | would |like you to consider the
fact that each cow alone is worth 2 elk, 7 mule deer, and
11 pronghorn, so --

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Thank you. Next speaker.

Pl ease hol d your applause. Thank you, sir.

MR MJRPH Yes. M/ nane is Casey Murph, CGA-SE-Y,

MURP-H GCkay. | feel alittle funny. These fol ks have
made up their mnd. 1'mgoing to talk to you guys.
M5. TRAVERS. |'d appreciate it if you would talk to

me, since I'mrecording. Thank you

MR MJIRPH My famly is about fifth generation
Arizonian. M greatgrandnother was Louise Ellen U ysess.
When she was 10 years old, she was attacked by wol ves at her
famly ranch in Zenith, got away into the house, barricaded
herself in there until her father got hone, and saved her
life.

Now, when | was in ny 20s in the 1990s, | went to

BARTELT REPORTING, LLC
602-254-4111




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

- August 11, 2014

78

New Mexico, got a job on a ranch over there just intine to
see wol ves introduced into the Gla, and we went to a bunch
of nmeetings a lot like this one. | went to one in Reserve,
and there were a | ot of people there telling us that the

i npact on the ranching industry was going to be m ninal.
There wasn't any threat to anybody, all this kind of stuff.
And there were a | ot of people who were standing up with
concerns. Those people were all basically told that they
were i nbred rednecks, and they didn't know what they were
tal king about. And here we are all these years |ater finding
out that everything that we were worried about cane to pass,
and it's all true.

Now, there are a lot of you fol ks who m ght have
sone property between here and [-40. There is a |lot of
subdi vi ded |l and out there. You are going to find out what we
found out. Your dogs are going to die. Your livestock is
going to die. Your kids are going to be threatened, and this
is going to be a great big old ness. You guys have a chance
to do sonething about it now. You ain't going to, but at
| east | said sonething to you about it. That's enough for
me. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you, sir. Next speaker.

M5. BRUECKNER: My nane is Maria Brueckner. ['ma
cardiologist. It's B-R U, umMaut, -GCK-NE-R |'mhalf
German. |'malso half Spanish. The person who gave ne
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reverence for wildlife was ny nother, who was Spani sh.

M5. TRAVERS: Speak a |little | ouder, please.

M5. BRUECKNER: M not her was Spani sh. She was a
rancher. She loved all nature, all wildlife, including the
wol ves, but she grew up in Col orado on a ranch, and in her
name | wll say that | recognize no human authority to tel
any ani mal where they can roamfree. Al animals should be
all oned to roam wherever.

But, then, you know, there was ny father. He was
Ger man, German- Anerican, but he fought against the Nazis, who
came up with ideas |like "essential" and "nonessential." And
whet her the U S. Fish and WIldlife Service chooses to evol ve
wth the rest of us, |I think that those concepts are
outdated. They were outdated when we realized that the Jews
wer e nonessential, that the Native Americans were
nonessential, the Africans were nonessential, and any ani nal
on this earth as nonessential. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

M5. SLETTEN. Hello. M nanme is Carol Sletten. The
| ast nane is spelled S L-E-T-T-E-N.

| want to thank the U. S. Fish and WIldlife Service
for holding this hearing and the White Muntain Apache Tri be
for hosting the event. |I'ma witer and illustrator who is
| ucky enough to live in Pinetop. Since |l wite about

hi storical subjects, | spend a lot of tine thinking about the
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past and wi shing that our ancestors had not done so many
selfish things to disrupt or elimnate species from our
envi ronment .

And yet, if | look at what they did in the context
of their tines, | can excuse themfor sonme of their m stakes.

Many of those old tinmers didn't have the know edge to foresee
t he consequences of what they were doing, but today we can't
use the |ack of good scientific know edge as an excuse. W
need to do everything that we can to protect and increase the
nunber of wolves as well as those of other species that are
near the edge of extinction.

The 16th century poet, John Donne said, "Any nan's
death dimnishes ne." The 20th Century poet, Adrienne Rich,
said, "Any wonman's death dimnishes ne." Today in the 21st
Century, we need to rem nd ourselves that any species' death
not only di mnishes us, but it also dimnishes the world for
future generations. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

M5. MENGES: M nane is Jeff Menges, ME-NGE-S.
|"'ma fourth generation rancher from G aham and Sout hern
G eenl ee County. This wolf expansion proposal nakes ne fee
| i ke everything that ny famly and | have worked for is
starting to slip away. There is a couple of reasons for
t hat .

One, we are down out of the el k area where they say
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80 percent of the wolf's diet is elk. So | can tell you that
there is not enough deer, turkey, and javelina in our area to
support the predators that we have, so when the wol ves get
down in our area, they are going to eat |ivestock.

Second is the | oss of value, loss of |ivestock val ue
t hat has been articul ated, |oss of value to our -- to our
ranches. On the signing and finalization of this plan, our
ranches will lose 25 to 50 percent of their val ue, and when
t he wol ves nove in, they will |ose the rest.

So you don't fix a programwith this many probl ens
by expanding it, so ny preference would be to stay with the
exi sting program the no-action alternative, since there is
not a no-wolf alternative, which | would have supported.
Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR. ANDRADE: Good evening. M nanme is Lynn
Andrade, AA-N-D-R A-DE I'ma third-generation Arizonan. M
parents were born, all four of them in the 1800s. M
grandf ather was born in Arizona when it wasn't Arizona. |
cone froma mlitary background. | have 15 years' experience
firsthand handling wol ves, and not to beat dead horses here,

because so many things have been said, if children are

afraid, I have one word for you: Parents. | have two
children. | understand that.
| amfor the wolf reintroduction. | believe very

BARTELT REPORTING, LLC
602-254-4111




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

- August 11, 2014

82

strongly that we should have biodiversity. There is a very
brief video on You Tube call ed How Wl ves Change Rivers.
Peopl e need to ook at that. |It's basically a docunentary on
what happened in Yell owstone with the reintroduction, what
changed with the biology of the area, and so on.

Al so, diversity, | think we owe it to be good
stewards to the world that we inherited fromour Maker,
whoever you think your Maker is. | think we owe it to be
good stewards, and that's the way |I |look at it.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR, TATE: M nane is John Tate, T-A-T-E. |'man
information officer for the CMLUA, Ctizens for Multiple Land
Use and Access. | have lived in Arizona all ny life. | have
wat ched the gane particularly, came froma logging famly. |
woul d like to actually answer this lady right here.

El k was shot out years ago, over 100 years ago.

They were planted. The wolves were thinned out, and the elk
are in large nunbers today. W have al ready seen what the
wol ves can do in Idaho and Montana. | had a visitor the
other day fromldaho telling ne stories about what they seen.
We all basically know that our gane can't survive this.

This whole wolf program as far as |'mconcerned, is
just a racquet. Nothing nore than that. It's an
environnmental romantic idea to listen to a wolf. See, this

is the unique thing about you guys. You are willing to w pe
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out about three or four different species of aninals to save
one that is basically worthl ess.
W have no shortage of wolves, and you all know it.

We have nore than enough preditors right now for the gane we
have. W can't stand any nore. So, basically, what it cones
down to -- is we had a range war in this country in 1882 that
| asted 10 years over sonething far |ess and that was j ust
sheep. Now all these years later they are trying to pour

wol ves, the worst predator on earth, on these people's

doorsteps. It ruins the economes. It ruins rural living,
and | think that's exactly what it's about -- rural |iving.
Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MS5. GALLEGOS: Good evening. M nane is D ane
Gal l egos, GA-L-L-E-GOS, Drector of WIlf Haven
International. Thank you for this opportunity to give
testinony. WIf Haven has participated in the Mexican Wl f
Speci es Survival Plan Program for al nost two decades
i ncl udi ng the Hawks Nest and C enega packs that were rel eased
into the wild. WIf Haven is one of three pre-rel ease
facilities for Mexican wolves, and we currently provide a
haven and care for 11 Mexican wolves in our sanctuary.

As you know, we don't receive any government funding
to help wwth daily care or to cover travel expenses. CQur

staff volunteers and supporters are honored to supply the
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funds and effort needed to ensure that every individual wolf
is as strong and healthy as possible while in our care. W
take our responsibility for each of these animals very
seriously, and we continue to be dependabl e and consci enti ous
partners with you in the recovery of this species.

It is our expectation that you will denonstrate the
| eader shi p needed to ensure their recovery. It is clear that
Alternatives 2 and 4 will not lead to a biologically
sel f - sust ai ni ng popul ati on.

Your efforts, the taxpayer funds already invested in
this program along with significant resources provided by
52 captive breeding facilities and supporters over the | ast
two decades would be for nothing. It would rmake it very
difficult for nme, in good conscience, to encourage donors to
continue this inportant program and it would errode the
great partnerships that you have devel oped over the years.

Ext ended anal ysis and popul ati on nodel i ng shows t hat
in order for the Mexican gray wolf to be safe from extinction
inthe wld that at |east three or four popul ations are
needed with dispersal in these populations. It is critical
t hat new breeding pairs are released into the wild to address
genetic limtation.

Alternatives 2 and 4 can prevent dispersal of wolves
into existing excellent suitable habitat and the opportunity

to create nore popul ati ons.
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In conclusion, Alternatives 2 and 4 will del ay
recovery of Mexican wolves. W owe it to future generations
to do all we can now to nake sure the remai ni ng ecosystens
are as conpl ete as possi bl e.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you

MS. GALLEGOS: Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: |1'mgoing to read sone nore nanes.
Linda D eringer, Eva Sargent, John Kol eszar, Kim Crunbo,

Denni s Duvall, John Enory, Roxane CGeorge, Arron Rodrick -- a

nane | cannot read, but their e-nmail address is "dale," "G"
"O" "55" nmaybe? dCose? | cannot read the nane -- and
Sandy Bahr.

M5. RENNN. My nane is Emly Renn, E-MI1-L-Y, Renn
R E-NN, and I'"'mthe director of Grand Canyon Wl f Recovery
Project, which is a nonprofit organi zati on based in
Fl agstaff, Arizona. W were founded in 2005 based on the
knowl edge of scientific research that supports the recovery
of Mexican wolves in the Gand Canyon region.

We have tal ented supporters in the G and Canyon
region as well as over 100 vol unteers every year that work to
hel p support the education and an outreach. Essentially, we
are working for you. W are working for the recovery of the
Mexi can wol f, and we know that the Grand Canyon region is an
essential part of that recovery effort.

In 2012, wth over 100 volunteers, we actually hiked
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a trail of Paseo Del Rodo starting in Al pine, Arizona and
ending at the South Rimof the Grand Canyon. |In doing so, |
got to experience Northern Arizona and its dispersal corridor
along the Mogollon Rmin a new way that | have never seen in
this area right on the border of Coconino National Forest.

In doing that, pretty nuch all we saw in hiking this
400 mle trail was elk. W rarely ever saw anot her human.

So | encourage the Fish and Wl dlife Service to reconsider
this proposal, because knowi ng that we were founded in 2005,
and it's now 2014, and we still do not have that opportunity
to have the wol ves dispersed in the Gand Canyon regi on

It's just absurd to nme to think that it has taken this | ong
and could take 5, 10 years longer to get themin the G and
Canyon regi on

Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR, PHALON. Good evening, ny name is Sam Phal on,
P-HHA-L-ON 1'd like to tal k about what | support and do
not support as it pertains to managenent strategies for the
Mexi can gray wol f.

First thing | would Iike to say | support a viable
carnivore population in the Southwest. Apex predators |ead
to a healthy ecosystem They create what is called a trophic
cascade. Apex predators, such as wilves, would lead to a

decreased | oaded-up popul ati on which woul d then prevent
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overgrazing on native grasses on wllows and aspens across
Ari zona.

Therefore, | support an increased rel ease area that
is proposed by the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service. An
i ncreased rel ease area utilizes resources available to wol ves
W t hout presenting crowding to other packs.

However, | do not support arbitrary boundaries, such
as the 1-40. 1-40 is a political boundary, not a natural
obstacle. Wlves can't read maps, and furthernore, there is
no science to support this being a useful boundary. |If the
need for a boundary exists at all, |I would support the
boundary being noved to |-70.

| al so do not support the liberalized take, which
has been introduced by the alternative. Any take |limts the
pack's ability to exist in the wild. No take limt has been
establ i shed, and an increase -- and it increases the risk of
genetic diversity loss. Therefore, | would |like to say that
State and federal agencies are stewards of the |and, and they
cannot pick and choose whi ch processes to protect and which
to ignore in the natural processes of Arizona.

And, as individuals, as patriots who | ove our hone,
we need to respect all the natural processes in these |ands.
Wl f recovery and econonmic well-being are not nmutually
exclusive. It just takes a commtnent to both.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.
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MS. TUELL: H . M nane is Cynthia Tuell,

T-U-E-L-L. | drove up here from Tucson with ny five-year-old
son to speak on his behalf as well as m ne, and anyone who
knows about traveling 10 hours round-trip with a
five-year-old knows that we were very dedicated and conm tted
to comng to this neeting.

My son Jack and | have been canping in the Apache,
the Sitgreaves, and G la National Forest since he was a snall
baby, actually before he was born. | canped al one before he
was born in all those forests. W hoped when we canped
there, we hoped to hear themor to see Mexican gray wol ves.
Wl ves bel ong. They deserve roomto roam and the boundaries
for the Mexican wolf EPA shoul d be based on sci ence not
politics. The extractive industries, including ranching,
shoul d be secondary to the science-based recovery plan and
deci sions for this species.

Managenment of the Mexican gray wol ves should require
grazing permts to fully conply with their terns and renoval
of cow carcasses. The wol ves have no choi ce about where they
go. The peopl e have choices. Fish and Wldlife Service
shoul d ensure that people nake choices to support wol f
recovery and not hinder it.

When ny son and | canped in the Blue Range, we were
t here because of the possibility of seeing or hearing wol ves.

| ask the Fish and Wldlife Service to please fully consider

BARTELT REPORTING, LLC
602-254-4111




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

- August 11, 2014

89

the economi c inpact of tourist dollars generated by wolf
popul ations that are in the wld.

| also ask the Fish and Wldlife Service to fully
consider the inpacts of the mlitarized border zone and how
that will affect border mgration on wolves from both
directions. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

M5. DDERINGER M nane is Linda Dieringer --

MS. TRAVERS. Speak up a little, please.

M5. DDERINGER M name is Linda D eringer. M
husband Scott and | were ranching on the Mallot & 6K6
ranches. Unlike the pro-wolf people, we have lived in the
m ddl e of the wolf recovery program They rel eased three
packs of wolves within seven mles of our headquarters. Qur
first experience with themwas when they canme into our yard
and attacked one of our dogs. Scott tried to chase them
away, but they would not |eave. They repeatedly canme into
our yard at night to attack our dogs. W would wake up and
try to chase them away, but they would slip into the cover of
the brush, and as soon as we went back to bed, they returned.

Qur grandkids, who previously | oved the ranch |ife,
were afraid to go outside and play. Wlves are not only a
threat to livestock and wildlife, but are a threat to people,
especially children and their pets. There are a |ot of

people who live in rural Arizona who have children, snall
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| i vestock, horses, and pets. They would be in constant fear
for the safety of their children and the animals they |love if
wol ves are rel eased.

A pack of wolves can take down an animal as big as a
horse by hanstringing it, and while it's struggling to get
away, they proceed to eat it alive. None of the pro-wolf
people live with and try to make a living with wol ves
terrorizing them

| suggest you read the book "Wl ves in Russia;

Anxi ety Through the Ages," a scientific study of the problens
t hat wol ves cause peopl e.

M5. TRAVERS: Next speaker.

MR KOLESZAR. MW nane is John Kol eszar,

K-O L-E-S-Z-A-R \What we have here is urban |iberal
environnental i sts who are now in charge of determ ning rura
America's future. The list of cooperating agencies that you
showed on that map is a sham because you have not paid any
attention at all to the Arizona Gane and Fi sh Comm ssi on nor
the Arizona Gane and Fi sh Departnent.

Those peopl e have worked side by side with you, and
you have rejected all of the advice, all of the suggestions
that cane fromthe cattle ranchers, the rural commnities
that are invol ved, the governnental agencies, and the true
conservationi st groups who are involved in helping wth that

pr oposal .
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In 1994, the DEIS submtted by the United States

Fish and Wldlife Service stated specifically that no nore
than -- no less than 5 percent nor nore than 30 percent of
the Yell owstone el k woul d be taken as predation by wol ves.
At that tinme, there were close to 20,000 elk living in the
Yel | owst one greater area. Today there are |ess than 4, 000.
You can't tell any | ogical person that 80 percent of those
el k were weak or sick.

What you have done is you have destroyed a
popul ati on of elk, and you are asking us to believe that you
know what you are doing now. That's wong. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Next speaker.

M5. GECRGE: (Good evening. M nane is Roxane
Ceorge, GE-ORGE, and | live in Flagstaff, Arizona. |
woul d i ke to thank the Wite Muwuntain Apache Tribe for
hosting us and for being willing to share their land with
Mexi can gray wolves. |1'ma long-tine resident of Arizona,
and | hike and canp in the Sout hwest public |ands, including
those in the Blue Range Wl f Recovery Area.

" mstrongly supportive of increasing the area where
wol ves can be released. This change is |ong overdue, and |
urge the Service to follow through by expediting the rel ease
of many nore wol ves fromthe captive popul ation.

| do not see a full range of alternatives in the

Draft Environnmental |npact Statenent. The conservation or
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recovery alternative is conspicuously absent. | am appall ed
that the expansion of the 10(j) area is proposed rather than
renmoval of politically-based boundaries and designation of

t hese native wol ves as essenti al .

The Service's claimthat should the expanded
al l onances for killing and renoving these critically
endangered wol ves who have up to five generations of
experience in the wld actually w peout this popul ation and
you can sinply start over fromthe captive population is
appal lingly cavalier and ignores both science and common
sense.

The wild popul ati on of wolves is essenti al
ecologically, economcally, and in every | egal sense of the
word. The Service has acknow edged the proposed changes to
the rule will not achieve recovery of the Mexican gray wolf,
and you are well aware that you have included provisions
which directly contradict the recommendati ons of the
scientists on the Recovery Planning Team and the best
avai |l abl e science on what is necessary for recovery.

It's tinme that you denonstrate real |eadership for
the recovery of the Mexican gray wol ves instead of playing
politics with these inportant animals' future.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you

M5. GECRGE: Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Next speaker.
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M5. SARGENT: |'m Eva Sargent. That's E-V-A
S-A-R-G E-N-T. I"mthe Drector -- Southwest Director of
Def enders of WIldlife. ' m here on behalf of the Defenders'

27,000 supporters in Arizona and New Mexi co.

What | want to tal k about today is these expanded
take provisions. Wen the best science and then, of course,
the science of the Service's own recovery team says that
human- caused nortality has to decrease in order for Mexican
wol ves to recover, it doesn't make any sense to actually
provi de provisions that woul d increase take.

At the recent neeting at the Society of Conservation
Bi ol ogy in Montana, at which Turner Ashton with sone candor
said that species recovery is all politics, not science, and
that we all have to get used to less wildlife -- at the sane
meeting, he left telling us increased take of the wolves does
not lead to increased tolerance. 1'd like to see that
anal yzed and tal ked about and discussed in the final EIS.

There is sone really strange | anguage in the draft.
It says that these increased take provisions won't actually
i ncrease take, and therefore, there will be no analysis, and
this will be the last tine that it's nentioned in the draft.
| hope that that will be corrected.

The Service is responsible for anal yzing every
change to the rule, and when | say, "analyzed," | nean,

really thinking about it, thinking about |egal take, thinking
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about opportunities for illegal take that m ght be brought on
by sone of these provisions.

That all needs to be analyzed. You can't sinply
say, "Allowing nore take won't really result in any nore
t akes, so we are not going to analyze it." That's not going

to stand up to any kind of scrutiny.

Finally, you know, the Service, of course, is
responsi ble to steward for these endangered speci es,
experimental wildlife. W would advocate that before there
is any increased provisions for take, the population has to
go to 10 percent per year. That's the rate that the Service
expects fromthe changes. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR CRUMBO Good norning. M nane is Kim Crunbo.
That's K-I-M GCRUMBO |I'ma native Uahan, but | have
spent time in Northern Arizona for 30 years, father of two
and a grandfather. |'mthe Conservation Director for the
Grand Canyon W I dl ands Council, a tree hugger organi zati on.
I"'malso -- I"malso a Vietnam veteran who served as a Navy
Seal in two conbat depl oynents.

I'"d like to nake a case that U ah provides an
essential habitat for Mexican wolf recovery. The alternative
to the proposed rule north of that science avail able
regardi ng recovery of the Mexican wolf, while | agree with

the statenent presented in the proposed rule for a | arger

BARTELT REPORTING, LLC
602-254-4111




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

- August 11, 2014

95

popul ati on of wolves distributed over a | arger area has a
hi gher probability for persistence than a snmall population in
a small area.

None of the alternatives presented incorporates the
Mexi can Wbl f Recovery Team Sci ence and Pl anni ng Subgr oups’
recommendati ons basically calling for three popul ation --

t hree subpopul ati ons, connected popul ati ons, of Mexican
wol ves recovering in three separate, but connected, areas,
whi ch i ncluded the current Blue Range Wl f Recovery Area,
whi ch al so i ncludes the Southern G and Canyon ecor egi ons,
essentially Southern Uah and Sout hern Col or ado.

So I think those recommendati ons shoul d be
incorporated in the proposal. They constitute the best
avai |l abl e sci ence and need to be consi dered.

| don't have tine for anything else, but those
comments, so thank you for the opportunity. | really
appreci ate the opportunity to comrent.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR RODRICK: M nane is Arron Rodri ck,
RODRI-CK | noved here from Ckl ahoma to Arizona to be
closer to the wolves and to roamfree with them | believe
nmy spiritual connection, ny passion for wolves, is so very
strong that I went to such lengths as to change ny | ast nane
to "Wl f."

Regardi ng the 33-year-old plan, | cannot fathom how
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this benefits the essential popul ation of wolves, including
t he Mexi can wol ves, which are already on the brink of
extinction, not to nention a rare subspecies. O the
provision, | believe it does not benefit these endangered
wol ves that need to repopul ate and have nore reintroduced
into the wild. To restrict and place boundaries on their
natural habitat, wolves can't read naps.

From reported cases of wolf attacks, | do believe it
is not substantial and sufficient to have docunented wol f
attacks on |ivestock deaths and attacks on humans, yet they
get an injust bad rep for the majority of such clains that
hol ds t hem account abl e when there are nore reported cases of
deaths from | ack of food source, such as overgrazing, living
condi tions, and diseases. |'d rather die on a cause than
live on feed. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.
TASA: M nane is Dale Tasa, T-A-S-A
TRAVERS: Dale? Is it "Dale"?
TASA: Yes, ma'am "Dale."
TRAVERS:. Thank you

26 39 %

TASA: | didn't think it was that bad.
|"mstrongly against the wolf of any kind that is

goi ng on. Between Arizona and New Mexico, we only -- there

has been a study that canme out, an analysis, nore or |ess,

that we supply two and a half percent of the nations' feed
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supply. And that's not including what we could get at full
capacity, because of other environnental issues we have to
deal with on a daily basis between Forest Service and all the
di fferent other studies and everything el se that's going on.
But if you put into our area a high -- just like a
hi gh-kill predator |like a wolf does, they don't just kill for
neat. Regardl ess of what your studies say or what you do,
t here have been countl ess docunentations that they just kill
just to kill, just to do it, because that's what they enjoy.
They are good at it. They are designed to do that. That's
their design in nature.
Once humans hit this earth and start changi ng
| andscape, you can't go back to nature like it was. And now
that we have the elk comng in, and they have again shot elk

and the breed brought inis a different kind than what was

here -- the cabin crews, stock ponds, dirt tanks, whatever
you want to call it, develops springs, created nore water,
| oggers clear trees, nore grasses wll be grow ng that way

t hrough that system Now the | oggi ng system has been shut

down, so everything is getting overgrown again.

There is less feed, but we still have an increase of
animal s, and then there is -- also, you got your hunters that
you got to think about, your recreational deals -- you can't

tell sonebody that this is a right they have had so many

years, and you say, "OCh, no nore. You can't do that. There
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is awlf out there, and that's what they need to live on."

That's not right when you are putting an ani mal over
people. That's just backwards and wong. |If we weren't
supposed to be in charge, we woul dn't have opposabl e t hunbs
and a free-thinking mnd. It just wouldn't work that way.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

M5. BAHR Thank you. M nane is Sandy Bahr,
SA-NDY, BA-HR and I'"'mthe chapter director for the
Sierra Cub, Gand Canyon Chapter. On behalf of our 35, 000
menbers and supporters in Arizona, | ask the Fish and
Wldlife Service to nodify Alternative 3 to make it a true
recovery alternative for Mexican Wl ves.

Pl ease elimnate the arbitrary lines on the map and
all ow these highly endangered animals to roamnorth and into
the greater Grand Canyon area and beyond. Redesignate these
wol ves to provide themthe full protection of the Endangered
Species Act. Nonessential status is inaccurate and does not
pronote their recovery as the | aw nandates. Do not expand
the provisions that all ow wol ves to be renoved or kill ed.

Despite the best avail abl e science, the Service
continues to provide boundaries that restrain the wol ves and
keep them from novi ng nort hward and now east into parts of
Texas. That is unacceptable and scientifically indefensible.

Pl ease hel p ensure the genetic health of these

animals by allow ng for establishnment and novenent anong
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addi ti onal popul ati ons of Mexican wol ves. The wol ves shoul d
be treated as the endangered aninmals they are and have the
full protections of the Endangered Species Act.

Sierra Club has advocated for that fromthe
begi nning of this effort, and it becones clearer each year
that it is the right thing to do norally, scientifically, and
legally. At a mininmnum these wild wolves should be
desi gnated as essenti al .

Per haps the nost disturbing about the Service
proposal are the expanded provisions for killing, trapping,
and renovi ng Mexi can wol ves. How can you justify that? How
does this in any way further the recovery of these endangered
ani mal s?

The Service itself has acknow edged that killing and
per manent renoval of wolves for so-called conflicts will not
contribute to their recovery. You knowit's wong. Thank
you.

M5. TRAVERS: Next speaker. |'mgoing to read sone
nore nanes. (Ceorge Fol ey, M chael Robinson, Daniel Bell, Tom
McNab, Gayl ene Soper, Mary Newby, David Troy.

MR, DUVALL: Thank you. Dennis Duvall, D U V-A-L-L.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak out for the Mexican
wol f. After surviving exterm nation, our wolves deserve our
respect and our help to live again in their historic range

and to regain their natural place in the ecosystem
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| support expanding the recovery area and elimnate
boundaries to the wol ves' novenent, and | ask you to end the
practice of capturing and rel ocati ng wol ves.

| especially ask you to accept the reality that
recovery will never happen if you keep allow ng fear and
politics to be the reasons for killing, trapping, and
renmovi ng wol ves, making it easier to shoot wol ves suspected
of attacking |livestock or donmestic animals or in conpetition
with hunters for gane aninmals defeats the objective of
reintroduction. W need to take the conflict of interest of
the Arizona Gane and Fi sh out of the equation.

Finally, | agree with the editors of the Arizona
Republic that if achieving a healthy popul ation of wol ves
proves inconvenient for public-land ranchers, then it m ght
be tinme to rethink those grazing | eases.

And, finally --

M5. TRAVERS: [|'msorry. When you clap, | can't
hear, and neither can the reporter, so | appreciate respect.
Thank you.

MR DUVALL: Shall | repeat that?

M5. TRAVERS: No. |It's okay. | got that one.

MR. DUVALL: Reintroduction of our Mexican wolf is a
nati onal value, not a willful political issue. Thank you
very much

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

BARTELT REPORTING, LLC
602-254-4111




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

- August 11, 2014

101
M5. NEVBY: M nane is Mary Newby, MA-RY,
NE-WB-Y. | want to first thank the fol ks at Fish and
Wldlife Service for the opportunity to speak tonight. | am
a | ong-standi ng supporter of the Mexican WIf Recovery
Program | have lived in the honme territory of the Blue Stem

Pack for the last 13 years. Let ne assure people, the elk,
deer, antel ope, turkey, and Big Horn Sheep are still there.
No shortage, if you know where to | ook

The wild fire has opened up a vast expanse of new
grazing areas for all ungulates, wild and donestic. | would
|ike to see the foll owi ng changes nmade in the draft proposal,
which | believe are necessary according to science to benefit
the Mexican gray wolf in their ongoing recovery in their
traditional range.

Direct rel eases throughout the Mexican gray wolf's
traditional range, expanding areas currently in Arizona and
New Mexi co that woul d provi de good habitat for the wolves. |
woul d like to see the states of Uah and Col orado included as
part of this traditional range.

Desi gnate the Mexican gray wolf as experinental and
essential. They are part of the bal ance providing sportsnen
with healthy herds of el k. Again, science has suggested that
the current popul ati on of Mexican gray wol ves needs to grow
to nunbers over 100 to ensure genetic diversity and pack

heal t h.
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Do not allow any taking, intentional harrassnment, or
killing of any Mexican gray wolf on state or federal | ands.
| ask respectfully for livestock interests to exercise the
practice of shepherding to mnimze the cattle/wolf conflicts
we so often see.

Much information about a herd's health is determ ned
by eyes and hands-on interaction, not just the occasi onal
novi ng of cattle from pasture to pasture. | have been
putting stays in fencing for nmy nei ghbor who has 100 head of
cattle, and he appreciates ny visual reports.

| ask canpers and day-use fol ks --

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Thank you. Next
speaker.

MR TROY: M nane is David Troy, T-ROY. | don't
represent anything other than nmyself. So it appears these
days that our rights are under attack an awful lot -- our
right to privacy, our right to bear arnms. Free speech is
al so in danger. So now we are considering even nore | aws,
nore regul ations that are going to tell us what we can do on
our own land or the |land we | ease, so why should we entertain
this or entertain any further expansions.

Vell, the sad truth is that unless we show sone
noderation and restraint, at the rate we are going, it wll
continue to take over our |ands and continue to drive the

speci es out of existence.
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So that having being said, if sonme of the
testinonies here tonight fromthe ranchers and fromthe
County and fromthe State are to be believed, and | do
believe them it would appear that the Fish and Wldlife is
not listening to the State, and no one is listening to the
County, and no one is listening to the ranchers. They have
already told you the response to predation has been

m serabl e, and they have no choice, but to work with this.

It's a | aw
So we have a choice. The lawis on our side. | say
"we." |'ma conservationist, but | also respect the rights

of peopl e whose animals have been killed. Wth all due
respect, conservation groups, who |'mvery supportive of, it
seens you are not listening to the ranchers, either.

So | would say that until we have proper cooperation
fromFish and Wldlife through the |local |evel, because it is
on the individuals who are going to have to sign this in the
end, the person who is going to pull the trigger on the wolf
is going to be soneone locally, so until we get a trust
rel ati onshi p developed with the Fish and WIldlife through the
| ocal and state levels to the ranchers, | don't see that we
shoul d be maki ng any changes to the current
situation until --

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you

MR TROY: Appreciate it.
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M5. TRAVERS: Next speaker. Next speaker.
MR BELL: Hello. M nanme is Dan Bell. [|I'm
president of the Arizona Cattle G owers Association. | just

want to start off by saying it's a really sad state of
affairs that we have to gat her here because of a broken
Endanger ed Species Act, an act that shoul d be | ooking at

sci ence-based information with regards to the wolf, the

j aguar, whatever the species is, but we are here because of a
litigation effort that has forced us to be here tonight, and
that's not why we should be here. W should be here because
of science.

First of all, you are failing to show t he purpose
and need for the expansion. Another point 1'd like to bring
out is that all of the different alternatives, new
alternatives that are being presented in the draft EIS,
enconpass every county in the State of Arizona, yet we have
only one public hearing to address the entire State of
Arizona and in a location that's hard for nmany to get to at a
time that is hard for many to get to. As a result of that,
bel i eve that you should extend the conment period and you
shoul d allow the counties that are involved to participate.

W have submitted comments of scientific nature that
were ignored by the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service. They
have been cooperative -- a cooperative group that submtted

an alternative that was ignored. Counties were wanting to
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partici pate and were ignored, so we ask that you extend the
time period and allow themthe opportunity.

W are approaching -- we have 83 wolves in the wild
right now. W are approaching the goal of the 1982 recovery
pl an, which is the overarching docunent in all of this. So
you need to focus on Mexico and al so you need to stop forcing
nore bad policy on the folks in rural Arizona. You need to
focus on rebuil ding the businesses that you have damaged
with --

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you, sir.

MR. BELL: -- this program

M5. TRAVERS: Next speaker.

M5. SOPER M nane is Gayl ene Soper, S-OP-E-R
cone froma western background here in Arizona.

| was a 4H leader. | was a nmenber of the Anmerican
Quarter Horse Association, and | had a conpany cal |l ed Feat her
Tree Livestock. That said, | encourage the U S. Wldlife
Service torely on the scientific data that encourages us to
take a mgratory path north of 1-40 for the Mexican gray
wol f, tighten restrictions on the taking of the Mexican gray
wol f, and be nore vigilant in protecting them by designating
them as an essential animal to the bal ance of nature.

There is an opportunity here to | earn, |earn about
our natural resources and | earn how t he Mexican gray wolf can

affect those natural resources and inprove those natural
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resources. Fish and Wldlife have the opportunity here to be
a brave person -- a brave entity and | ook to the future.
Let's learn howto live in a nore bal anced environnment, not
by managing wildlife, but by nonitoring, preserving, and
|l earning fromw ldlife.

Pl ease do not continue to delay designating the
Mexi can gray wolf as an essential animal to our natural
| andscape and natural resources. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR. ROBINSON: M chael Robinson, MI-CH A-E-L,
R OB-I-NS-ON | represent the Center for Biol ogica
Diversity and our nore than three-quarter mllion nenbers and
supporters throughout the United States. | live at the edge
of the Blue Range Wl f Recovery area in rural Gant County,
New Mexi co.

| amthe author of the 2004 Petition for Rule Muking
that led after, unfortunately, to the necessity of two
| awsuits to conpel you to |look at the petition and respond to
it leading to the current rule making process. And in that
petition, | and the Center for Biological Diversity requested
t hat wol ves be allowed to be released directly into the Gl a
Nat i onal Forest as scientists in the Amrerican Society --
Soci ety O Manmol ogi sts have reconmended, that wol ves be
allowed to roamfreely outside of the arbitrary politica

boundari es that have restricted them and that |ivestock
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owners be required to take sone responsibility for cleaning
up or rendering inedible as, for exanple, through the use of
| ime, the carcasses of non-wolf killed stock that have been
cl osely associated with wol ves changi ng their predatory
behavi or fromnnatural prey to |livestock after they scavenged
on these. W should be protecting the wolves and preventing
these conflicts rather than scapegoating the wol ves
afterwards.

W support Alternative 3 with nodifications. W
bel i eve that the wol ves should be allowed to roam outside of
t he boundary of the 1-40 and not get to the recovery
ecosystens identified including those on the recovery team

We believe that wol ves from Mexi co shoul d be given
full protection when they enter the United States as a fully
endangered species. As indeed this popul ati on needs now to
be designated fully essential to the opportunity of survival
and recovery of this species as the science indicates.

And livestock -- livestock should be cl eaned up, and
dead |ivestock fromnon-wolf killed causes should be cl eaned
up to prevent depredation, and telenetry receivers that are
associated with the illegal shooting of wolves should be
retrieved fromprivate hands. Thank you very nuch.

M5. TRAVERS: Next speaker.

MR MACNAB:. M nane is Tom Macnab, T-OM
MA-CNA-B. | live on the Bl ue.
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|"mgoing to read sonething, start out by readi ng
sonething fromthe WIld Earth Magazi ne, the publication of
the WIdlands Project, Spring 2000.

"So why shoul d conservationists listen to
econom sts? Perhaps the nost obvious reason i s because
people matter. Al too often ecol ogi sts and conservationi sts
have portrayed ecosystens as being devoid of humans,” as the
wol f maps that you all put out, they kind of say that. "The
appropriate discipline should be called human ecol ogy, the
study of the role of the human in the ecosystem In this
approach, people matter, because we inpact the ecosystens.

Peopl e al so matter, because we all have legitinate
needs and aspirations. Economcs is one of the tools we can
use to understand these neans and aspirations as well as
consequences of our actions."

It seens back in 2000, you all were a bit nore

conmpassi onate. And, as for your expansion program | nmean,

it seenms to ne you don't even have a -- you don't even have
a -- you don't even have a nunber of wolves that you are
pl anning to put in there -- or nobody can seemto --

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you, sir.

MR, MACNAB: Ckay.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Next speaker.

MR COLEE: M nane is CGeorge Colee, GO L-E-E, and

|'"'ma fourth generation rancher, current |ivestock owner in
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t he beautiful State of Arizona, and nowhere do | see on the
state or federal grazing permt that that land is going to be
free of predators. That is sonething that as ranchers we
have to learn to live with regardl ess of what federal lawis
going to do to protect aninals.

And, that being said, it's ridiculous that these
wol ves have not been rel eased on national parks and nationa
w ldlife refuges and national nmonunments, which there are
plenty in this state for themto roamfree in, and these are
| ands that were set aside for animals |ike the Mexican gray
wol f, and | think it would just be a travesty if free hunting
of the wol ves was al | owed.

| spent a sumer in Womng, and | got to see
firsthand what happens, and it was unfortunate that the
wol ves were blaned for it such as they were. They are
definitely going to be m ssed, because in a |lot of parts of
Wom ng, because they are shoot on sight now Thank you very
much for your tine.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you

| have tinme for a few nore. Janes Goughnow? M ke
Sorun? Mke? James GOUGHNOW Yes? No? How about
Maggi e Howel | ?

MR. SOCRUM Good evening. M nanme is M ke Sorum

"' man equi ne veterinarian, and | own ny own

practice as well as sone cattle, horses, and dogs. | have
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hunted, and | aman avid fly fisherman. | enjoy a good steak
every once in awhile.

| just spent the last three days and nights in the
Bl ue Range Recovery Area. A few years back, | becane
increasingly interested in the Mexican wolf and its
reintroduction. | have attended and comrented at several
Ari zona Gane and Fish neetings, Arizona |egislature hearings,
a US Fish and Wildlife neeting last fall, and | have sent
letters to the editor of the Arizona Republic all in favor of
t he Mexi can wol f reintroduction.

| amcurrently in ny dissertation year of a master's
program | ooki ng at the Mexi can Wl f Rei ntroducti on Program
and the factors required for a long-term sel f-sustaining
Mexi can wol f popul ati on.

| feel | need to engage the political process to
undue the results of years of persecution, which resulted in
the near extinction of this species, so | expect ny
governnent, including the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service, to
use current scientific know edge and any avail able neans to
fully recover this species.

This project has been a great scientific
achi evenent, but the scientific literature indicates that the
alternatives are insufficient to fully recover the species.
Hopeful |y, the new recovery plan will include the popul ation

north of Interstate 40, which includes the G and Canyon
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ecosystem to ensure full recovery.

In light of this, | support Alternative 3 with
nodi fications in that it allows for the greatest anount of
wol f habitat rel ease areas with the | east anthropogenic
effects. Thank you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you. Last speaker.

M5. HONELL: H. M nane is Maggie Howell. |I'm
fromNew York. I'mthe Director of the Wl f Conservation
Center and participate in the Mexi can Wl f Speci es Survival
Pl an.

| do want to thank you for this opportunity to
participate and also for including the expansion of the
recovery boundaries. However, for the nost part, | feel |ike
this nost recent draft proposal really -- it doesn't refl ect
the |l evel of conm tnent necessary to recover this critically
endanger ed speci es.

Last fall | saw a public presentation given by
menbers of the Mexican Wl f Science Planning Subgroup, and |
was very di sappointed not to see these reconmendati ons
reflected in the proposal nor even in the acknow edgnent t hat
t hese recommendati ons exi st.

Anmong the recommendati ons were an expanded recovery
area, actually north of 1-40 all the way up to suitable
habi tat in Southern Utah and Col orado, the establishment of

three naturally connected subpopul ati ons of wolves wth 200
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wol ves each with a netapopul ation of 750, and also their
support of a redesignation fromnonessential to essential.

O her problematic provisions within the current
proposal woul d include the preenpted pardon given to Wldlife
Services for any take of a Mexican wolf. | thought that we
could hold that to the sanme standard as a nenber of the
public, if not higher, and also really not having to mandate
to require nore responsible |ivestock husbandry to prevent
predators frompreying on livestock in the first place.

You know, it was June of |ast year when U S. Fish
and Wl dlife announced its nationw de delisting proposal.

One of the justifications for renoving endangered species
protections fromnearly all gray wolves in the | ower 48,
woul d be to refocus their attention and efforts on the
Mexican wolf. | think that's what it's time to do. Thank
you.

M5. TRAVERS: Thank you

It is now 9:02. On behalf of the U S. Fish and
WIldlife Service, we appreciate your tine and effort you took
this evening to present your conments. You have been very
informative and will be fully considered in our decision.

Again, as a remnder, witten comments may be
submtted to the staff at the registration table, or they may
be submtted to the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service by
Sept enber 23, 2014.
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The hearing is closed. | showthe tine to be 9:02.

want to thank you again for your participation.

(The hearing concluded at 9:02 p.m)

* * *
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
) SS
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE I T KNOM that the foregoing hearing was
transcribed by nme, VICKI L. O CEALLAI GH CHAMPI ON
CR No. 50534, a Certified Reporter for the State of Arizona;
that the proceedings thereto were recorded and taken down by
me and thereafter reduced to conputerized transcription under
ny direction and supervision; that the foregoing is a true
and correct transcript of all proceedi ngs had upon the taking
of said hearing, all done to the best of ny skill and
ability.

| further certify that I amin no way related to any
party to said action nor in any way interested in the outcone
t her eof .

DATED at Phoeni x, Arizona, this 22nd day of
Sept enber, 2014.

VI CKI L. O CEALLAI GH CHAWPI ON
CR No. 50534
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