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PRAIRIE CHICKEN

The prairie chicken is reported well established on Niihau according to
Mr. Lester Robinson of Kauai and Niibau. From his description and the
observations on Niihau by Dr. Harvey Fisher of the University of Hawaii it
is assumed to be the lesser prairie chicken (Tympanuchus pallidicincius).
This bird does not occur on any other island. Since this species is dwindling
in its original range in the United States, the development of this colony on
Niihau will be very important. Because the prairie chicken has demonstrated
an ability to beécome adapted to Hawaiian conditions and does not appear
detrimental fo other species, it is suggested that if stock could be secured from
Niijhau, plantings might he made in suitable areas on other islands. A
thorough study of its requirements on Nithau should be made in order to
ascertain under what conditions it thrives there so that proper ranges may
he selected on other islands.

REFERENCES

(1) Beebe, W. 1936. Phcasants. their lives and homes. Doubleday, Doran and Co,
New York, 309 pp.
(2) Caum; E. L. 1933. The cxotic birds of Hawaii. B. P. Bishop AMus. Occ. Papers,

vol. X, no. 9, 55 pp.
(3) Nagel, W. O. 1945, Adaptability of the chukar partridge to Missouri conditiens.
Journ. Wildl. Mgt. vol. 9. ne. 2, 207 - 216.

Right—The nene.






154 THE GAME BIRDS IN HAWAIL

Table 18. Existing cover plants recommended for encouragement

i Vegetation Zone

I
Scientific name j Commonname | A | B G| G , D, {D,: Ds| E, (_}E-_.

Acacia farmesiana "k XX 0. N
Acacia Koa koa . }} XX XX ::‘E X
Chenopodium oahuense aweowdo 2 B x 1% "’( %
Coprosma ernodeoides kukainene 4 - 4

var. typica . .
Dodonaea viscosa aakii XXX X
Leucaena glauca koa haole XXX X
Lythrum maritimum puakawmaole l=i X "E
Myoporum sandwicense naio XX
Prosopis chilensis algaroba, kiawe | ¥ | X
Sophora chrysophyila mamani X | X
Styphelia Tameiameiae puakeawe X X X | X
Wikstroemia phillyraefolia | akia X 1X J

COOPERATIVE SHOOTING AREAS

Because many plantations have idle or waste land capable of supporting
good game-bird populations with proper environmental improvement, it is
suggested that cooperative organizations be formed between plantation hunters
and management. A similar arrangement may be worked out between local
hunting clubs and private land holdings. Such areas which will have great
recreational value ¢an be developed and managed through the combined ef-
forts, time, and money of the organized hunting group. Pre-season censuses
will determine the harvestable surplus and this can be regulated by the co-
operative group. A territorial Game Biologist will gladly assist in the or-
ganization of these groups and advise concerning plans of management,

HUNTING ON PRIVATE LAND

Unfortunately, in the past unscrupulous hunters have too often abused
the propriety of private ownership with the result that hunting privileges
have been greatly curtailed and in many cases entirely withdrawn from pri-
vate lands. Only by combined cooperation and good will can hunters expect
leniency on the part of owners in permitting hunting on their land.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Law enforcement is an integral part of any large scale game-management
program. Every effort should be made by hunters to cooperate and abide by
the territorial game laws since they are established in an effort to provide
the most hunting for the most people over the longest period of time.
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STOCKING

The rancher knows that he cannot increase his herd by merely buying
more cattle and turning them out to pasture unless the land can support them.
Rather, he must improve the carrying capacity of his range by judicious food
plantings, fertilizing, and providing a satisfactory water. supply. So it is
with game birds. Unless the environment has the qualifications of proper
faod, cover, water, and. climate, birds already established in the islands will
not be found in the coverts and further stocking is futile.

The most practical method for achieving good hunting success is that of
environmental improvement since game birds can be ¢xpected to fill the range
to capacity by natural colonization. When isolated areas have been sufficiently
developed to accommodate a game species, stocking by wild-trapped birds may
be undertaken. '

INTRODUCTION OF EXOTIC GAME BIRDS

Many island hunters have often expressed a desire to import additional
game-bird species either to add to the variety of their bag or increase their
daily take. This is entirely understandable since the present game birds and
many other species now found in Hawaii are the result of the introduction
of exotics. However, it is not always practical or desirable to introduce
exotics whether plants or animals. That introductions are not all practical
is exemplified by the large numbers of bird species, not to mention the mam-
mals, insects, and plants, which have been introduced at one time or another
into the Hawaiian Islands at considerable expense. Ounly a very few of
these have succeeded in becoming established. In spite of the good inten-
tions of their importers, many exotics have become serious agricultural and
conomic pests. Others may harbor and transmit inter-specific internal and
external parasites or diseases which may upset an already-established ecolog-
icul balance or exert a depressing influence on the fauna of the islands. An-
other undesirable situation may arise through competition between newly-
introduced and already-established species for the same habitat.

In reviewing the game-bird ranges in Hawali, it is obvious that certain
areas or niches are not suitable for geod populations of established game-hird
species and it is entirely possible they might support exotics adapted to such
environmental conditions. Tf further exotic game birds are to be introduced,
only those that seem likely to stay within definite ecological bounds and that
will not interfere with native fora and fauna should be considered.
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