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About the Plan 

The Partners in Flight North American Landbird Conservation Plan (hereafter Plan) provides a continental 
synthesis of priorities and objectives that will guide land bird conservation actions at national and international 
scales. The scope for this Plan is the 448 species of native landbirds that regularly breed in the U.S. and 
Canada. Fully 100 of these species warrant inclusion on the PIF Watch List, due to a combination of threats to 
their habitats, declining populations, small population sizes, or limited distributions. Of these, 28 species require 
immediate action to protect small remaining populations, and 44 more are in need of management to reverse 
long-term declines. 

This Plan also highlights the need for stewardship of the species and landscapes characteristic of each portion of 
the continent, identifying 158 species (including 66 on the Watch List) that are particularly representative of large 
avifaunal biomes, and whose needs should be considered in conservation planning. Taken together, the pool of 
Watch List and Stewardship Species represent the land birds of greatest continental importance for conservation 
action. Although the recommended actions may vary from region to region, no area in North America is without a 
conservation need for land birds. 

Accessing the Plan 

You can access the Plan in four sections, as described below, using 
two PDF versions (one for web viewing and one higher quality version 
for printing). To view the Portable Document Format (PDF) fife, you 
will need to use Adobe Acrobat Reader. If you don't already have this 
free tool, please go to: 
http://www.adobe.com/prodindex/acrobatlreadstep.htmlto download 
and install the latest version of Adobe Acrobat Reader. 

Funding from the USDA Forest Service made the creation of the PDFs 
possible. 

Executive Summary 

Authors 

Acknowledgements 

Table of Contents 

http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/piflcontylan! 

• Click here for instructions on how to obtain 
hard copies of the Plan. 

• Click here for access to various 
documents providing information on 
research and monitoring needs of North 
American landbirds. 
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Executive Summary and Invitation to Action 

Executive Summary - PDF (810 KB) 

Executive Summary - Print Format PDF (1.7 MB) 

Part I. The Continental Plan 

Introduction 

Assessing Conservation Vulnerability 

Species of Continental Importance 

Table 1. PIF Species of Continental Importance for the US & Canada 

Continental Landbird Objectives 

Landbird Monitoring and Research Needs 

Taking Action 

Part 1 - PDF (3.3 MB) 

Pi3rt 1 - Print F9Iffiflt PDE(16.3I'vt6} 

Part 2. Conservation Issues and Recommendations 

(Includes Tables 2 - 8, listing Species of Continental Importance in each avifaunal biome) 

Arctic Avifaunal Biome 

Northern Forest Avifaunal Biome 

Pacific Avifaunal Blome 

Intermountain West Avifaunal Blome 

Southwest Avifaunal Biome 

Prairie Avifaunal Biome 

Eastern Avifaunal Blome 

Part 2 - PDF (3.6 MB) 

Part 2 - Print Format PDF(14.4 MB) 

Literature Cited and Appendices 

Literature Cited 

Appendix A. Assessment scores and estimated population size of North American land birds 

Appendix B. Methods used to estimate population sizes and percents 
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PIF Landbird Population Estimates Database IJ.m1 

Appendix C. Wet!ant-associated landbird Species of Continental Importance 

Appendix D. Species of Continental Importance in Bird Conservation Regions 69 - Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands 

Literature Cited and Appendices - PDF (1.2 MB) 

Literature Cited and Appendices - Print Format PDF (2.6 MB) 

Recommended citation: 

Rich, T. D., C. J. Beardmore, H. Berlanga, P. J. Blancher, M. S. W. Bradstreet, G. S. Butcher, D. W. 
Demarest, E. H. Dunn, W. C. Hunter, E. E. Inigo-Elias, J. A. Kennedy, A. M. Martell, A. O. Panjabi, 
D. N. Pashley, K. V. Rosenberg, C. M. Rustay, J. S. Wendt, T. C. Will. 2004. Partners in Flight 
North American Landbird Conservation Plan. Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Ithaca, NY. Partners in 
Flight website. httQ:llwww.partnersirrtJjght.or.9icont plan! (VERSION: March 2005). 

How to Obtain a Hard Copy 

PIF will send, free of charge, as many hard copies of this plan as you can use. Contact Terry Rich, Partners in 
Flight National Coordinator, at terry rich@fws.gov. 

Accessing the French version of the Plan 

Plan nord-americain de conservation des oiseaux terrestres (2.3 MB PDF) 

Survey of Users of PIF North American Landbird Conservation Plan 

Last updated: 0612412011 
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Species 

Lesser 
Prairie-
Chicken 

PIF Landbird Population Estimates Database 

Database Home I About the Database I Query Database I User Guide I Related Links 
Population Estimation Data at Continental scale 

Sequence 
AOU 47 

108 

@Species (Common Name) 

o Species (Scientific Name) 

Lesser Prairie-Chicken 

Display rows per page 

Be sure to click "submit query" after changing any criterion in your data query 

Population Data Quality 
Population Data Quality Population 

Data Quality 
Source for N. 

Estimate BBS Rating BBS 
Estimate North Rating North Estimate Rating Global 

American 
America America Global Estimate 

32,000 32,000 ref 13 

Copyright 2007 Rocky Mountain Bird ObselVatory. All Rights Reserved. 

http://nnbo.org/piC db/lapedIPED4.aspx 

help I field definitions 

Source for 
Global 

Estimate 

ref 13 
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bbs -North American Breeding Bird Survey, 1990-1999 
[http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbs/retrieval/menu.cfm] 

nwt -Northwest Territories / Nunavut Bird Checklist Survey 
[http://www.mb.ec.gc.ca/nature/migratorybirds/nwtbcs/index.en.html]. combined with 
Breeding Bird Census density information [http://dsp-psd.pwgsc.gc.ca/Collection/CW69-5-
342E.pdf] 

piftc -Partners in Flight Technical Committee; 02 - 2002; 03 - 2003 
range -Range maps used to extrapolate population estimates to unsurveyed breeding range; variety 

of range maps used, including NatureServe digital maps: 
http://www.natureserve.org/getData/birdMaps.jsp, Wildspace digital maps 
http://www.on.ec.gc.ca/wildlife/wildspace/intro-e.html. field guides and PIF technical 
committee expertise 

ref 1 -Smith, P.W. 1997. Antillean Nighthawk. Pages 335-340 in J. A. Rodgers Jr., H. W. Kale II, 
and H.T. Smith (eds.), Rare and Endangered Biota of Florida: Volume V. Birds. University 
Press of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 

ref 2 -BirdUfe International. 2000. Threatened birds of the world. Barcelona and Cambridge, UK: 
lynx Edicions and BirdUfe International. [range 26,000-55,000] 

ref 3 -U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. 1991. Black-capped Vireo (Vireo atricapillus) Recovery Plan. 
Austin, Texas. Pp vi + 74. http://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plans/1991/910930h.pdf 

ref 4 -rough extrapolation from 2001-02 owl survey data from British Columbia, Alberta, Manitoba, 
Ontario, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island 

ref 5 -Johnson, R. E., P. Hendricks/ D. L. Pattie/ and K. B. Hunter. 2000. Brown-capped Rosy-Finch 
(leucosticte australis). In The Birds of North America, No. 536 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). 
The Birds of North America/ Inc., Philadelphia, PA. 

ref 6 -Atwood, J. lo, and D. R. Bontrager. 2001. California Gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica). In 
The Birds of North America, No. 574 CA. Poole and F. Gi", eds.). The Birds of North America, 
Inc., Philadelphia, PA. 

ref 7 -Woolfenden/ G. E., and J. W. Fitzpatrick. 1996. Florida Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma coerulescens). 
In The Birds of North America, No. 228 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The Academy of Natural 
Sciences/ Philadelphia, and The American Ornithologists' Union, Washington, D.C. 

ref 8 -U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. 1992. Golden-cheeked Warbler (Dendroica chrysoparia) Recovery 
Plan. Albuquerque, New Mexico. 88 pp. 
http://ecos. fws.gov /docs/recovery _plans/1992/920930f. pdf . 
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ref 9 -Ladd, c., and L. Gass. 1999. Golden-cheeked Warbler (Dendroica chrysoparia). In 
The Birds of North America, No. 420 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The Birds of North 
America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA. [cited in BirdLife Int 2000, range 9600-32000] 

ref 10 -Braun, C.E. 1998. Sage grouse declines in western North America: what are the 
problems? Proc. West. Assoc. State Fish and Wild!. Agencies 78: 139-156. 

ref 11 -Federal Register 
ref 12 -Atwood, J. L, C. T. Collins. 1997. The Island Scrub-Jay: origins, behavior, and 

ecology. Birding 29: 476-485. [cited in BirdLife Int. 2000, range 8,000-10,000] 
ref 13 -Kirtland's Warbler Singing Male Survey 2002 
ref 14 -Lesser Prairie-Chicken Interstate Working Group 2003 
ref 15 -BirdLife International. 2000. Threatened birds of the world. Barcelona and 

Cambridge, UK: Lynx Edicions and BirdLife International. 
ref 16 -Winker, K.[ D. D. Gibson, A. L Sow Is, B. E. Lawhead, P. D. Martin, E. P. Hoberg, 

and D. Causey. 2002. The birds of St. Matthew Island, Bering Sea. Wilson Bulletin 
114: 491-509. 

ref 17 -Arizona Game and Fish Department. 2002. Hunt Arizona 2002 Edition: Survey, 
Harvest and Hunt Data for Big and Small Game 

ref 18 -Enkerlin-Hoeflich, E. C., and K. M. Hogan. 1997. Red-crowned Parrot (Amazona 
viridigenalis). In The Birds of North America, No. 292 CA. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). 
The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia! PA, and The American 
Ornithologists' Union, Washington, D.C. 

ref 19 -Dunn et al 99 Birding 
ref 20 -Macias et at in prep 
ref 21 -Hodgman, T. P. and P. U. Wilson. 1999. Saltmarsh Birds. In: A. P. Weik, P. 

deMaynadier and T. P. Hodgman, compilers. A survey of rare, threatened, and 
endangered fauna in Maine: eastern coastal and eastern interior regions. Maine 
Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Bangor, ME. 

ref 22 -Briskie, James V. 1993. Smith/s Longspur. In The Birds of North America, No. 34 (A. 
Poole, P. Stettenheim! and F. Gill, Eds.). Philadelphia: The Academy of Natural 
Sciences; Washington, DC: The American Ornithologists' Union. 

ref 23 -Swallow-tailed Kite International.Working Group 
ref 24 -Lammertink, J. M., J. A. Rojas-Tome, F. M. Casillas-Orona, and R. LOtto. 1996. 

Status and conservation of old-growth forests and endemic birds in the pine-oak 
zone of the Sierra 


