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WHITE-TAILED PTARMIGAN  Lagopus leucurus altipetens Osgood. [304c]

RECOGNITION.—Length 12-13 inches; a medium-sized grouse inhabiting the alpine tundra areas. Completely
white in winter except bluck bill, eyes, and claws. Adults in summer: plumage mottled with brown, black, and white,
except for the all-white wings, tail, belly, and legs. Mule has a small red comb vver the eye which is most conspicuous
during breeding season. Young: tail gray. (Plate 3G) )

RANGE.—The Rocky Mountains from Montana through Wyoming to northerd New Mexico. Utah: Reported
from Utnta Mountains, but no specimens collected; Wyoming: uncommon on highest mountains. .

COLORADO.—Resident, local in the high alpine areas, dropping to the ITudsonian Zone in winter. Numerous
nests have been located on the wind-swept Arctic-Alpine slopes.

GREATER PRAIRIE CHICKEN  Tympanuchus cupido pinnatus (Brewster). [305]

RECOGNITION.—Length 17-19 inches; a large grouse with mottled plimage, long, omamental neck feathers,
and tip of hlack tail feathers rounded. Adult male: bully-brown and white above, barred with black; white below,
barred with brown, neck pouch orange-yellow, Adult female: like male, but ornamental neck feathers short; rounded
tail feathers hrown. {Plate 37}

RANGE —Resident from central Alberta, southern Saskatchewan, Manitaba, Ontario, Wisconsin, and Michigan
south to eastern Colorado, Arkansas, Missouri, Tlinois, Indiana, and formerly Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee to
Texas.

Nebrasku: common locally in the grasslands north of the Platte River; Kansas: locul resident but absent in south-
west; Wyoming: rare on eastern border.

COLORADO.—Resident in northeastern Coloradoe; formerly common locally but now scarce.

LESSER PRATIRIE CHICKEN  Tympanuchus pallidicinctus (Ridgway). [307]

RECOGNITION.—Length 16-18 inches; smaller than the Greater Prairie Chicken, plumage similar, but paler
and the barring camposed of two narrow dark hars enclosing o brown bar. Neck pouch of male reddish instead of
orange as in the Greater Prairie Chicken. (Plate 37)

RANGE.—The Creat Plains from southeastern Colorado and Kansas, western Oklahoma, to east-central New
Mexico and west-central Texas.

Nebraska: formerly resident of grassland arens; Kansas: local resident in southwest counties, set of ten eggs in
this Museum (no. 5193} from Angelus, Sheridan Co.; New Mexico: formerly loeally numerous over eastern grass-
lands, now most common in Lea and Roosevelt Counties.

COLORADO.—Resident and formerly common locally in southesstern Baca Co.; first specimens from the state col-
lected in 1914 (Lincoln, 1918).

SHARP-TAILED CROUSE  Pedivecetes phasianellus jemesi Lincoln. [308e]

RECOGNITION.—Length 15-19 inches; a brown and baffy-colored grouse with pointed tail. Adult: buffy-gray
above, barred with black; wings more brown, mottled with black and white; foreneck, breast, and sides heavily mot-
tled with dark V-muwks; belly white; comb over eye yellow, and neck pouch purple in the male. Distinctly paler than
other races. (Plate 37)

RANCE.—The species is resident from north-central Alaska, Yukon, Mackenzie, Manitoha, Ontario, and Quebec
south to Oregon and east to South Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan, and this race from north-central Al-
berta and Saskatchewan to Wyoming, eastern Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, and New Mexico.

Nebraska: fairly commen in sand hills and grasslands of the west; Kansas: formerly resident in the west but
now nearly extirpated; New Mexico: tmcommon and confined to Johnson Mesa and areas east of Raton; Wyoming:
cominon on native grasslands of novtheast,

COLORADO.~Resident, formerly common locully upon the eustern plains, but now rave. Courtship perform-
ances are at their height in late April and early May.

Pedioecetes phasionellus columbianus (Ord). [308a]

RECOGNITION.—Smaller and more grayish above than P.p. jamesi; darker breast and flanks.

RANGE.—Resident from British Columbia south to northern California, western Montana, eastern Oregon, Ne-
vada, and locally east to Utah, western Colorado, and northern New Mexico.

New Mexico: on mesas at 8000 to 9000 feet in northern part of state; Utah: local in northern original grasslands;
Wyoming: uncommon in southern and western counties.

COLORADC.—Resident locally to 9500 feat west ol the Continental Divide from Transition into the Canadian
Zone,
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SHARP-TAILED GROUSE
Pedioecetes phasianellus jomesi
Length 15-19 inches

LESSER PRAIRIE CHICKEN
Tympanuchus pallidicinctus
Length 16-18 inches

Once fairly numercus on the grasstands of south-
eastern Colorade and neighboring states, this
small grouse has become rare over much of its
tormer range. A few areas still remain in Baca
County where the males gather each spring to
perform for prospective mates

Both the Greater Prairie Chicken and the Sharp-
tailed Grouse were abundant when white men
drrived on the scene, but much of the natural
grossland habitat has been destroyed and both
species have diminished in numbers

Six races of Sharp-tailed Grouse are recognized
and the form P.p. jamesi is. resident from Alberta
south to Colorado on the plains, and P.p. colum-
bignus is fairly numerous in shrubby habitat, west
of the Continental Divide

Three races of this prairie chicken are recognized
—the eastern form long-known as the Heoth Hen
is extinct, and the southern T.c. attwateri of Texas
and Louvisiana has become rare. The subspecies
pinnatus still ranges widely in small numbers
from southern central Canada south in the Mis-
sissippi Valley, west to eastern Colorado

GREATER PRAIRIE CHICKEN
Tympanuchus cupido pinnatus
Length 1719 inches

{Pfate 37 by Owen J. Gromme)
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