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Plan Developed to Continue Monitoring Southwest Bat  

Tracking bat numbers and forage will guard populations, even following recovery from peril 
 
Approximately one year ago, the Service determined that the lesser long-nosed bat has recovered 
from the brink of extinction and removed it from the list of species protected under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA).  To ensure the species continues to thrive without the protections of the ESA, we 
have drafted a Post-Delisting Monitoring Plan (PDMP) for the migratory bat. We are seeking 
comment on the draft PDMP through October 2, 2019. 
 
When initially protected under the ESA in 1988, the nectar-feeding, lesser long-nosed bat was 
struggling for survival. Today, vastly improved numbers of bats and roosts in the U.S. Southwest 
and Mexico have conservation partners anticipating that their 30-year recovery efforts have paid off. 
In 1988, there were thought to be fewer than 1000 bats at the 14 known roosts range wide. There are 
now an estimated 200,000 bats at 75 roosts. The lesser long-nosed bat is the first bat ever delisted. 
 
The Service worked closely with state wildlife agencies and other conservation partners to develop 
the draft monitoring plan and will continue to work closely with these same entities during the 
implementation of this plan. 
 
The draft plan proposes monitoring for 15 years focusing on continued roost occupancy, as well as 
monitoring and assessing the bats’ forage availability. While it is our determination that threats to 
the viability of the lesser long-nosed bat population have or are being addressed, the post-delisting 
monitoring will alert wildlife managers to any threats to future species viability, namely the effects 
of climate change on forage resources and impacts affecting the viability of known roost sites. 
 
The draft PDMP is available at: https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/arizona/Lesser.htm. Comments 
must be received on or before October 2, 2019 and can be submitted by one of the following 
methods:  
 
(1)  Electronically:  You can email your comments to Scott Richardson, FWS lesser long-nosed bat 
lead, at scott_richardson@fws.gov   
 
(2)  By hard copy:  Submit by U.S. mail or hand-delivery to:  DOI-US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
9828 North 31st Ave #C3, Phoenix, AZ 85051-2517 or by calling (602) 242-0210. 
 
For more information or to obtain documents by regular mail, please contact us using the above 
contact information.   
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service works with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, 
plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. For more information, 
visit www.fws.gov, or connect with us through any of these social media channels: Facebook, 
Twitter, Flickr, YouTube. 
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