
United States Depart1nent of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office 

2105 Osuna NE 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87113 

Phone: (505) 346-2525 Fax: (505} 346-2542 

June 30, 1999 

Eleanor S. Towns, Regional Forester 
U.S. Forest Service, Southwest Region 
517 Gold Avenue SW, Room 6428 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102-0084 

Dear Ms. Towns: 

Cons. # 2-22-99-F-016 

This is in response to your October 1, 1998, request for formal consultation with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act of 1 973, as amended (Act), for the reauthorization of livestock grazing permits for a 
period of ten years for 7 allotments in the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest, Coronado 
National Forest, Gila National Forest, and the Tonto National Forest. The Forest Service 
has determined that the proposed action may affect. is likely to adversely affect the 
endangered lesser long-nosed bat (Leptonycteris curasoae yerbabuenae), threatened 
loach minnow (Rhinichthys {= Tiaroga] cobitis), threatened spikedace (Meda fulgida), and 
endangered Sonora tiger salamander (Ambystoma tigrinum stebbinst1. The 
determinations of effects were made in compliance with the July 2, 1998, guidance 
criteria with which the Service concurred on September 18, 1998. The Forest Service 
has made the finding of may affect. is not likely to adversely affect the endangered 
Arizona hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus triglochidiatus var. arizonicus) and the 
threatened Zuni fleabane (Erigeron rhizomatus).

Concurrences 

On September 18, 1998, the Service concurred with the Guidance Criteria for
Determining the Effects of Issuing Term Grazing Permits on Threatened, Endangered, or 
Species Proposed for Listing (Guidance Criteria) dated August 25, 1998, that was 

- ..
.. 

,._ 

prepared by the U. S. Forest Service. The Service's concurrence on this document � meant that project-level grazing activities that met criteria for no effect or may affect, is '
( not likely to adversely affect for a species would meet the informal section 7 

consultation requirements of 50 CFR § § 402.13 and 402.14(b}. The Service concurred 
with the August 25, 1998, grazing criteria with the following understanding: 

1 . Determinations of not likely to adversely affect using these criteria will only be 
made when the grazing activity in question is found to have beneficial, 






















































































































