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closest flycatcher detection is estimated to be more than one mile upstream of this area on the 
Verde River. However, we believe the Permit Zone may be closer to flycatcher nesting and non­
breeding sites (e.g., unpaired male) based on survey information and the Forest's GIS data. This 
flycatcher breeding site is also located outside of the Cliff Sensitive Species Area Seasonal 
Closure, not inside as the BA concludes. Despite the close proximity, we do not anticipate that 
noise disturbances from OHV use would significantly disturb nesting flycatchers as they do not 
appear to be sensitive to motor vehicle noise. We do not anticipate that the designation of the 
Permit Zone would impact flycatcher habitat because it is located outside of the riparian area. 

Areas Designated/or Motor Veliicle Use 
There are 2.92 acres of flycatcher habitat within the Roosevell OHV area near the Tonlo Creek 
arm. The Tonto NF's proposed mapped polygon for this OHV area is an approximation of the 
location and would not actually include any sensitive resources such as listed species habitat or 
archaeological sites once the OHV area boundary is finalized (USFS 2015). As a result, the 
acres within flycatcher habitat and the 300-foot buffer were eliminated for this analysis. 
Therefore, we do not anticipate any effects to riparian habitat in these areas from OHV use. 

Motor Vellicle Use/or Big Game Retrieval 
Approximately 8,236 acres of southwestern willow flycatcher habitat could be impacted by 
MBGR. These acres include all areas where unrestricted cross-country travel is currently 
authorized in flycatcher habitat. Depending on climatic conditions in a given year, some portion 
of these acres that support perennial water would not be accessible to motorized vehicles. 

Southwestern willow flycatcher habitat is located in portions of GMUs 21, 22, 23, 24A, and 24B. 
Game retrievals in these five GMUs may occur on approximately 1,933,288 acres with an 
estimated 210 out and back trips ( 194 for elk and 16 for bear) expected in a given year (AGFD 
2014). Since the normal range of elk occurrence in Arizona is above 5,500 feet, MBGR would 
likely only occur for bear since all flycatcher nesting habitat is below 3,500 feet. The number of 
acres for bear retrieval in flycatcher habitat represents a very small portion of the acres (0.004%) 
in the five GMUs. Under the proposed action, no MBGR would be allowed in the closure area 
around Roosevelt Lake. 

The BA stated that nearly all MBGR would occur between June and August, which would 
overlap with the flycatcher breeding season (late April to mid-May through late August to mid-
September). It is anticipated that no more than a few bear retrievals are expected across all five 
units in August, but retrievals could occur in September (AGFD 2011 ). While an increase in the 
number of acres authorized for big game retrieval could occur in flycatcher habitat, we anticipate 
that the likelihood of MBGR occurring in its habitat will be low. Bears tend to be found in 
chaparral and pine-oak woodlands with most retrievals known to occur near the Mogollon Rim 
or in canyon habitat (AGFD 2014), which does not exist around Roosevelt Lake and the 
confluence of the Salt River (GMUs 23 and 24B ), or the Verde River (GMUs 21 and 22) where 
most breeding flycatchers occur. Additionally, flycatchers use dense riparian areas for nesting 
that would not be conducive for vehicular travel. Further, the proposed action specifies that 
hunters are required to use the most direct and least ground-disturbing route to access the bear; 
that only one vehicle trip is allowed; and that motorized vehicles are not allowed to cross riparian 
areas, streams and rivers except at hardened crossings or crossings wi1h existing culverts. While 
it is possible that a limited number of bear 








































































































