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monzonite bedrock that are in valley bottoms, on small knolls, or on ridgetops, and are
generally on slopes of less than 30 percent.

Determination of Effects

We concur with your determination that the proposed action may affect, but is not likely to
adversely affect acufia cactus and its proposed critical habitat for the following reasons:

* Because all TIMR activities near acuiia cactus will occur within the footprint of roads,
direct effects to acufia cactus from being crushed by vehicles or pedestrians associated
with TIMR are discountable.

e Although dust can impact acuiia cactus (e.g., negatively affect plant photosynthesis,
respiration, transpiration, water use efficiency, leaf conductance, growth rate, vigor, and
gas exchange), BMPs are in place to control dust resulting from TIMR activities (Acuiia
Cactus BMP #1 and other dust control BMPs included in the 2012 Biological
Assessment). Therefore, potential indirect effects to acufia cactus from dust are
insignificant.

» Although invasive species can impact acufia cactus and its proposed critical habitat,
BMPs are in place to ensure invasive species introduction is prevented (Vegetation
BMP #5). Therefore potential indirect effects to acufia cactus and its proposed critical
habitat from invasive species are discountable.

» It is likely that road maintenance may help reduce off-road incursion (or “drive
arounds”) due to poor road conditions. Therefore, potential indirect effects to acufia
cactus and its proposed critical from reduced incursion into acuiia cactus proposed
critical habitat may be beneficial.
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FIGURES

Figure A-1. Proposed critical habitat for the yellow-billed cuckoo in Arizona (note Unit A27
should be located in the southeastern corner Qf Arizonar}.
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Figure A-3. Proposed acua cactus critical habitat in Arizona.
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