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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), and the National Marine Fisheries Service, 
administer the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  The purpose of the ESA is to protect and recover 
imperiled species and the ecosystems upon which they depend.  Under the ESA, species may be 
listed as either endangered or threatened.  “Endangered” means a species is in danger of extinction 
throughout all or a significant portion of its range.  “Threatened” means a species is likely to 
become endangered within the foreseeable future.  All species of plants and animals, except insect 
pests, are eligible for listing as endangered or threatened. 
The ESA protects endangered and threatened species and their habitats by prohibiting certain 
activities, except under Federal permit (such permits generally are available for conservation and 
scientific purposes though).  What are these prohibited activities?  Under Section 9 of the ESA it 
is unlawful to import or export; deliver, receive, carry, transport, or ship in interstate or foreign 
commerce in the course of a commercial activity; sell or offer for sale in interstate or foreign 
commerce; take (includes harm, harass, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect 
any wildlife within the United States); take on the high seas; possess, ship, deliver, carry, transport, 
sell, or receive unlawfully taken endangered or threatened wildlife; remove and reduce to 
possession any plant from areas under Federal jurisdiction; maliciously damage or destroy an 
endangered plant on areas under Federal jurisdiction; and remove, cut, dig up, or damage or destroy 
any endangered plant in knowing violation of any State law or regulation or in the course of a 
violation of a State criminal trespass law (it is also unlawful to attempt to commit any of these 
offenses).  These prohibitions apply to live or dead animals or plants, their progeny (seeds in the 
case of plants), and parts or products derived from them. 
Unless specifically allowed by Federal permit (or through a 4(d) rule, 10(j) population designation 
or a Section 7 consultation), the ESA prohibits the previously mentioned activities that affect listed 
species and their habitats.  However, the Service may issue permits for purposes consistent with 
the conservation of listed species or their habitats.  Section 10 of the ESA is designed to provide 
exemptions for a wide range of activities that affect endangered and threatened plants and animals 
and the habitats upon which they depend.  The following steps outline the overall Section 10 permit 
process. 
The purpose of this document is to assist agencies, businesses, tribes and individuals (such as 
researchers and/or biologists, private landowners, contractors, etc.) in determining when, if, and 
what kind of permit may be recommended or necessary for a variety of actions or activities. 
Note: If additional information is needed, or if you would like personal assistance, please contact 
the New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office’s (NMESFO) at (505) 346-2525.  

https://www.fws.gov/endangered/laws-policies/esa.html
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/laws-policies/section-9.html
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/laws-policies/section-10.html
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When should I apply for a Section 10 permit? 
Does your activity or your business/group/tribe/organization/State entity activity involve a listed 
species?  Is the otherwise lawful activity likely to result in take of a listed species (e.g., 
monitoring/presence-absence surveys for the species, structure building, water operations)?  If no 
(meaning no listed species would be taken by the activity), then a Section 10 permit is not 
necessary and you do not need this guidance.  If yes, then a Section 10 permit is recommended so 
that you are not in violation of the ESA.  If you are unsure if there are listed species in the area of 
your activity or your activity’s potential take of listed species, then please review the “Guidance 
for Completing Project Reviews Under the Endangered Species Act”.  If further assistance is 
required then contact a species lead listed on the NMESFO Species Lead webpage. 

What type of Section 10 permit do I need? 
There are three different types of Section 10 permits. 

1. 10(a)(1)(A) Recovery (Recovery Permit) and Interstate Commerce Permits. 
Recovery Permits may be recommended if your activity involves: 

● Conducting purposeful take by engaging in scientific research on a listed 
species, 

● Recovering a listed species by propagation, or 
● Increasing survival of a listed species. 

An Interstate Commerce Permit may be recommended if your activity involves: 
● Transporting or selling listed species across state lines. 

Examples of activities for which a Recovery or Interstate Commerce Permit may be 
recommended include, but are not limited to: some presence/absence surveys, 
population monitoring, genetic research, relocations, capture and marking, telemetric 
monitoring and (under certain circumstances) to possess or transport tissues or body 
parts of listed species. 
See Recovery and Interstate Commerce Permits Section 10(a)(1)(A) Guidance in 
Appendix A and steps one through four of this guidance document or contact the 
NMESFO for more information. 

2. 10(a)(1)(A) Enhancement of Survival Permits. 
An Enhancement of Survival Permit may be recommended if your activity meets the 
following criteria: 

● A landowner interested in conducting conservation activities that could provide 
a net conservation benefit to a listed, candidate, proposed, or at-risk species, 

● A landowner is concerned with potential future Section 9 liabilities under ESA, 
● A landowner wants regulatory assurances that there will be no requirement for 

conservation beyond what was approved to receive a permit, 
● An activity is otherwise lawful, and, 
● There is no federal agency or funding involved (no federal nexus). 

https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/NewMexico/documents/Guidance_for_Completing_Project_Reviews.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/NewMexico/documents/Guidance_for_Completing_Project_Reviews.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/newmexico/ES_SLC.cfm
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An Enhancement of Survival Permit application is supported by either a Safe Harbor 
Agreement for a listed species or a Candidate Conservation Agreement with 
Assurances for an unlisted species. 
Examples of activities that may be covered under an Enhancement of Survival Permit 
include actions to enhance, restore, or maintain habitat (e.g., prescribed burning, 
restoring hydrological conditions) if they provide a net conservation benefit for the 
species. 
See Enhancement of Survival Permit (Associated with Safe Harbor Agreement and 
Candidate Conservation Agreement) under Section 10(a)(1)(A) Guidance in Appendix 
B or contact the NMESFO for more information. 

3. 10(a)(1)(B) Incidental Take Permits. 
An Incidental Take Permit may be recommended if your activity: 

● Is likely to result in the incidental take of a listed species under the ESA, 
● Is otherwise lawful, and 
● Does not involve a federal agency or federal funding (no federal nexus). 

An Incidental Take Permit application is supported by a Habitat Conservation Plan, 
which ensures that the effects of any incidental take are minimized and mitigated to the 
maximum extent practicable. 
Examples of activities where an Incidental Take Permit should be considered include, 
but are not limited to, construction or development of in-stream or watershed activities 
that may take a listed species. 
See Incidental Take Permit (Associated with Habitat Conservation Plans) Section 
10(a)(1)(B) Guidance in Appendix C or contact the NMESFO for more information. 

Additional information on the type of Section 10 permits you may need can be found in Table 1 
below. 
  

https://www.fws.gov/endangered/landowners/safe-harbor-agreements.html
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/landowners/safe-harbor-agreements.html
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/what-we-do/cca.html
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/what-we-do/cca.html
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/what-we-do/hcp-overview.html
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Table 1. Section 10 permit types, who should apply, how they work and more info link. 

Permit type Who can apply?1 How the permit works More Info? 

Recovery and 
Interstate 
Commerce 
Permits 
10(a)(1)(A) 

Companies/Businesses, 
Federal Agencies, 
States, Counties and 
Individuals (e.g., 
Biologists, Consultants, 
Researchers, Scientists) 

Allows for purposeful take. Activities 
authorized must foster listed species 
recovery as described in a species 
Recovery Plan, 5-year review, Species 
Status Assessment (if applicable), or 
other Service approved plans or studies. 
Recovery Permits allow for scientific 
research on a listed species to understand 
the species' long-term survival needs. 
Interstate Commerce Permits allow 
transport and sale of listed species across 
State lines (e.g., for controlled 
propagation programs). 

FWS Recovery Permits 
page 
 
Recovery and interstate 
commerce permits use 
Form 3-200-55 

Enhancement 
of Survival 
Permits 
10(a)(1)(A) 

Non-Federal 
landowners (i.e., states, 
private or non-federal 
landowner, tribes) 
participating in Safe 
Harbor Agreements 
(SHA) or Candidate 
Conservation 
Agreements with 
Assurances (CCAA). 

An Enhancement of Survival Permit 
encourages landowners to take actions to 
benefit species while also providing 
assurances that the landowner will not be 
subject to additional regulatory 
restrictions as a result of their 
conservation actions if they are 
participating in SHA or CCAA. 

FWS Endangered Species 
page click on HCP/SHA/ 
CCA headings under tab 
“For Landowners” 
 
Working Together: Tools 
for Helping Imperiled 
Wildlife on Private Lands 
 
Enhancement of survival 
and Incidental take 
permits use Form 3-200-
54 and Form 3-200-56 
(contact the nearest 
Ecological Services Field 
Office for guidance to 
develop complete and 
adequate application 
materials). 

Incidental 
Take Permit 
10(a)(1)(B) 

Anyone (i.e., private 
landowner or project 
proponent) whose non-
Federal otherwise-
lawful activity is likely 
to result in incidental 
take of listed species. 

Incidental Take Permits (ITP) are issued 
when the Service receives an application 
that is supported by a Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP) that meets 
issuance criteria. The HCP is tied to the 
ITP to authorize incidental take and 
ensure that the effects of the take are 
minimized and mitigated to the maximum 
extent practicable. 

1Section 10 permits can be issued to businesses/companies, States, Counties or individuals.  Federal or State agencies/Companies 
must identify one person as the “principal officer” and other employees can apply to be listed as “permittees” under the principal 
officer.  Where applicable, Federal, State, or Tribal agencies must follow the same process for obtaining Section 10 permits that 
are described in this guidance document. 

 

Information Specific to Recovery Permits 
 

Step 1. What qualifications do I need for a Recovery Permit? 
Issuance criteria in 50 CFR Part 17 and any species specific qualifications must be met in order to 
conduct certain activities associated with listed species prior to issuance of a Recovery Permit.  
The qualifications may vary depending on the species or activity requested.  Please see Table 2 in 
Appendix D for Examples of Species Specific Qualifications.   
When addressing the required qualifications, applicants should explicitly document their 
experience with the species and activities that they are requesting to be included in the permit.  
Applicants must submit copies of resumes, including a qualification statement and any applicable 

https://www.fws.gov/endangered/permits/recovery-permits.html
https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-55.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/ImperiledWildlifeFinalDec2005.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/ImperiledWildlifeFinalDec2005.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/ImperiledWildlifeFinalDec2005.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-54.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-54.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-56.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/ecological-services/map/index.html
https://www.fws.gov/ecological-services/map/index.html
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=cb12e5db9d6a86e01c838c9df40040a8&mc=true&node=pt50.2.17&rgn=div5
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training certificates with the permit application.  This information documents an individual's 
relevant educational background, work history, and details of direct field experience with specific 
species and activities being requested.  These required qualifications assist the Service in 
evaluating expertise and ability to independently conduct recovery activities requested in the 
permit application.  Examples of required qualifications to conduct work with listed species in 
New Mexico include the following: 

1. Details of your educational background, including degrees received, relevant theses, 
independent studies, or related projects completed.  

2. Additional relevant details from your background; including any species related 
projects or experience working at universities, museums, consulting firms, government 
agencies, or other relevant organizations. 

3. Letter(s) of reference by other permittees from whom you acquired relevant field 
experience or training, these individuals should be available to reference, quantify, or 
verify your experience(s). 

4. Qualifications including field experience with the specific species (or any similar or 
sympatric species), in addition to any experience conducting similar activities (as those 
requested in your permit application) with listed or other species. 

5. References to any scientific journal article(s) that you have authored or coauthored, 
especially if the article(s) pertain to species or activities as requested in your permit 
application.  

6. Statements about familiarity with pertinent environmental laws and regulations.  
7. Species specific protocol training certificates, with dates and locations.  Check the 

NMESFO Species Protocol webpage to see if protocol training is applicable or contact 
a species lead using the NMESFO Species Lead webpage to learn about species specific 
training. 

8. Detailed study plans that describe how the requested activity contributes to the recovery 
of a listed species and how you plan to collect and report your results, including a 
species protocol, Recovery Plan task, or methods that you intend to follow (if 
applicable). 

9. Copies of any permits from other regulatory agencies that may be required.  In New 
Mexico, collection or handling of protected wildlife requires a permit from the New 
Mexico Department of Game and Fish.  Before conducting activities on tribal land, a 
tribal permit or authorization may need to be obtained.  For information about working 
with tribes, contact the affected tribe (a contact list of tribal leaders is available on the 
Service's Office of the Native American Liaison webpage). 

The NMESFO will review the permit application and supporting materials to determine whether 
applicants meet the required qualifications necessary for specific species and specific activities 
requested.  If applicants are uncertain about whether or not they meet the required qualifications 
or if the activities requested in a study plan require a permit, contact the appropriate species lead 
biologist using the NMESFO Species Lead webpage prior to submitting the application. 
  

https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/NewMexico/ES_Protocols.cfm
https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/NewMexico/ES_SLC.cfm
http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/enforcement/special-use-permits/
http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/enforcement/special-use-permits/
http://www.bia.gov/WhoWeAre/BIA/OIS/TribalGovernmentServices/TribalDirectory/index.htm
https://www.fws.gov/nativeamerican/
https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/newmexico/ES_SLC.cfm


6 

Step 2.  How do I apply for a Recovery Permit? 
Recovery Permits are issued by the Service’s Regional Offices.  For activities conducted wholly 
in one state, contact the Regional Office associated with that state.  For activities conducted wholly 
in New Mexico, contact the Southwest Region 2 Ecological Services office.  For activities taking 
place in multiple states that cross regional office lines, submit one application to one of the 
Regional Offices where your activities will take place. 
A processing fee is required to apply for a permit from the Service or to amend or renew an existing 
permit.  Fee exempt entities include States, counties, Tribes, other Federal agencies and also 
organizations contracted to work on behalf of these fee exempt entities (by providing a letter in 
the application request).  Associated fees for permits are included below: 

● $100 for a new permit or renewal, 
● $100 for a major amendment (adding a new species, activity or new location), 
● $50 for a minor amendment (adding or removing individuals to an existing permit). 

Instructions 
1. Use Form 3-200-55 for Section 10 Recovery Permits and Interstate Commerce Permits.  

Before starting the application, please read the instructions (last two pages of the form). 
2. Fill out the form (this information is needed for both Recovery Permits and Interstate 

Commerce Permits). 
● On page 1, to add the return address to the upper left corner of the application 

form, click on the return address hyperlink in the upper left corner of the form.  
This will send you to a separate web page that lists the Regional Office 
addresses for our Endangered Species Permit program.  The top of the address 
page contains instructions for copying the return address from the address web 
page and pasting it into the application form.  

● On page 3, under “Referral of a Recovery permittee’s contact information 
(optional)” if you select yes then the Service can share your contact information 
with companies or individuals looking for permitted biologists to conduct 
surveys.  

3. Provide the remaining required information in a separate document (for either the 
Recovery Permit or Interstate Commerce Permit).  To process your application more 
efficiently, first type the item number and title in bold text, and then provide your 
response underneath.  

4. For activities in Region 2, you must submit your permit to the Southwest Region 2 
Endangered Species Permit Office at the Regional Office via email to 
permitsR2ES@fws.gov or by mail to: 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
Southwest Region 2 Endangered Species Permit Office  
500 Gold Avenue S.W. (street address) 
P.O. Box 1306 (mailing address)  
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103-1306  

ttp://www.fws.gov/endangered/regions/index.html
https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/regions/index.html
https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-55.pdf
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Step 3.  What should I expect after submitting a Recovery Permit application? 

Applicants should expect at least 90 days for processing of a completed application (for either 
the Recovery Permit or Interstate Commerce Permit).  However, average processing times may 
vary based on complexity of the activity or number of species proposed in a permit application, 
and current volume of permit applications.   
Upon receipt of a permit application, the following will occur: 

1. The Regional Office will check for permit application completeness and perform the 
necessary background checks. 

2. A Federal Register publication and a 30-day public comment period will be required for 
Recovery Permits where individuals apply for activities with endangered species  including 
new permit applications, renewals for an existing permit with endangered species, or 
amendments which request to add new endangered species, add a new geographic location 
for a currently endangered species, or add a new activity for a currently permitted  
endangered species (see Appendix E for a Federal Register publication example for 
10(a)(1)(A) Recovery and Interstate Commerce Permits). 

3. Application packages will also be sent to the lead Service biologist(s) for each species 
indicated on the permit application in each geographic location requested for review of 
qualifications, study proposals submitted, and overall contribution of the proposed activity 
to the recovery for each listed species.  For example, if an applicant requests to be permitted 
to conduct Southwestern willow flycatcher activities in New Mexico and Arizona, the 
permit application would be sent to the lead Service biologist in both states. 

4. The lead biologist for each species will conduct biological reviews that assess the 
qualifications of the applicant(s) and the adequacy of facilities and methodology, ensure 
there is no duplication of research, check changes in species needs or current information 
available, and ensure that proposed activities will benefit species recovery.  The lead 
biologist will send a biological review back to the Regional Office with a recommendation 
to issue (with required species specific terms and conditions for the permit) or deny any 
requested activities and/or individuals.  

5. Authority to approve or deny the permit is made by the Division Chief, Branch of 
Classification and Restoration, in the relevant Regional Office. 

If approved, then the applicant is issued a permit.  The permit is considered a legal document which 
lists the permittee or permit principal officer, named permitted individuals and the activities they 
are permitted to conduct for each listed species.  All permittees must read and adhere to the Terms 
and Conditions listed in the permit and a physical copy of the permit must be kept with the 
permittees when conducting permitted activities.  Additionally, permittees or principal officers are 
required to submit annual survey reports, including reports if no surveys were conducted or surveys 
with results of no presence for each permitted species/activity.  Reporting details for each species 
may vary and will be listed in the permit.  See Appendix F for an Approved 10(a)(1)(A) Recovery 
and Interstate Commerce Permit Example. 

Please note that individuals will not be authorized with contingencies such as stipulations for 
additional training or experience (these individuals will be “denied”/not permitted until species 
training/experience is documented and submitted to the Service as an amendment).  If an 
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individual is not qualified to conduct independent monitoring, his/her name will appear within a 
cover letter (see Appendix G for a 10(a)(1)(A) Recovery and Interstate Commerce Permit Cover 
Letter with Denied Individual(s) Example) that stipulates the training or additional experience 
required of the individual.  After fulfilling the requirements, the individual can reapply for a permit 
or the permit can be amended to add the individual to the permit. 
 

Step 4.  How do I renew or amend my existing Recovery Permit? 
The permittee or the principal officer can either renew or amend an existing permit.  An 
application for renewal needs to be submitted and received at the appropriate Service’s Regional 
Office at least 30 days prior to the existing permit expiration (Recovery Permits and Interstate 
Commerce Permits are typically valid for up to five years).  If the application is received after 
this timeframe, all activities authorized under that expired permit must cease immediately until 
the Service issues the renewed permit.  Applying for a renewal allows the permittee(s) to retain 
authorizations from the original permit while the renewal is being processed, provided the 
application was submitted and received by the Service 30 days prior to the permit’s expiration 
date.  In addition to providing all of the above-mentioned qualifications (see Step 1), permittees 
or principal officers are required to be current on submittal of required annual reports. 
An amendment to an existing permit would be needed for: 

● Adding or deleting permittees (for seasonal/temporary individuals see the List of 
Authorized Individuals (LAI) process, below); 

● Adding a new species or new activities; 
● Changes in study plan; 
● Addition of locations. 

In order to complete a renewal or amendment, follow guidance from Step 1 above.  On page 1 of 
Form 3-200-55, select “Yes” for an existing permit and include the permit number.  On page 2 or 
3, select the appropriate box for “Amendment” or “Renewal” and list the reason(s). 
Adding seasonal/temporary individuals to a permit will require a letter from the permittee or 
principal officer and a List of Authorized Individuals (LAI) issued by the NMESFO (see Appendix 
H for a List of Authorized Individual [Blank Example]).  The letter (which lists specific individuals 
to be added to the permit, details of their qualifications, the requested activities, locations and 
timings) is sent to the NMESFO without having to submit an amendment request to the Regional 
Office.  If qualified, these individuals may conduct the requested activities under the authorization 
of the permit on a “temporary” basis, working for a 12-month period under the principal officer.  
Qualifications listed under Step 1 are also required for these individuals.  Species leads review 
individual qualifications or any study plan(s) submitted, and will recommend the LAI be issued or 
denied (the species lead may also contact the permittee or principal officer to request additional 
information).  Based on the species lead recommendations, the NMESFO Field Supervisor has 
signature authority over the LAI (which will be attached to the corresponding Recovery permit). 
 
 
 
All hyperlinks in this document can also be found in Appendix I – List of web links. 

https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-55.pdf
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Appendix A – Recovery and Interstate Commerce Permits Section 10(a)(1)(A) Guidance 
 

 
LOD – Letter of Delegation (from Federal Action Agency) 
LAI – List of Authorized Individuals (issued by the NMESFO) 
Listed species – any species of fish, wildlife or plant which has been determined to be endangered or threatened under section 4 of the Endangered Species Act. 
Permit (Scientific Purposes, Enhancement of Propagation or Survival [Recovery and Interstate Commerce] Permits Form 3-200-55) – https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-55.pdf 
New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office Endangered Species Leads (with contact information) – https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/newmexico/ES_SLC.cfm 
Service – US Fish and Wildlife Service 
US Fish and Wildlife Service Ecological Services Regional Contacts Information - https://www.fws.gov/ecological-services/about/contacts-new.html#tabs-2 

 
 

https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-55.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/newmexico/ES_SLC.cfm
https://www.fws.gov/ecological-services/about/contacts-new.html#tabs-2
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Appendix B – Enhancement of Survival Permit (Associated with Safe Harbor Agreement 
and Candidate Conservation Agreement) under Section 10(a)(1)(A) Guidance 

 

 
Action area – all areas to be affected directly or indirectly by the action and not merely the immediate area involved in the action. 
Candidate or at-risk species – plant and animal taxa considered warranted but precluded for listing as Endangered or Threatened under the Endangered Species Act (e.g. Lesser 
prairie chicken is not currently a candidate species but is an at-risk species). 
Listed species – any species of fish, wildlife or plant which has been determined to be endangered or threatened under section 4 of the Endangered Species Act. 
NMESFO – New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office 
New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office Endangered Species Leads (with contact information) – https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/newmexico/ES_SLC.cfm 
Section 10(a)(1)(A) Permit (Enhancement of Survival Permits Associated with Safe Harbor Agreements and Candidate Conservation Agreements with Assurances Form 3-200-54) 
– https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-54.pdf 

https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/newmexico/ES_SLC.cfm
https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-54.pdf
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Appendix C – Incidental Take Permit (Associated with Habitat Conservation Plans) Section 10(a)(1)(B) Guidance 
 

 
Harass – an intentional or negligent act or omission which creates the likelihood of injury to wildlife by annoying it to such an extent as to significantly disrupt normal behavioral 
patterns which include, but are not limited to, breeding, feeding or sheltering. 
Harm – in the definition of ‘take’ in the ESA means an act which actually kills or injures wildlife. 
HCP – Habitat Conservation Plan. 
Listed species – any species of fish, wildlife or plant which has been determined to be endangered or threatened under section 4 of the Endangered Species Act. 
NMESFO – New Mexico Ecological Services Field Office 
NMESFO Endangered Species Leads (with contact information) – https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/newmexico/ES_SLC.cfm 

https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/newmexico/ES_SLC.cfm
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Appendix D – Examples of Species Specific Qualifications 
Table 2. Examples of some species from New Mexico, protocol training/dates (if required), permit activities and qualifications to 
receive a permit for those activities. For a full list of all species and species leads use the NMESFO Species Lead webpage.  For 
information on species protocols and additional qualifications that are necessary visit the NMESFO Species Protocol webpage. 

Species Protocol 
training Activity Qualifications Recovery Plan Link 

(if applicable) 

Jemez Mountains 
salamander 

July 
(every year) 

Presence/absence 
surveys Protocol survey training N/A 

NM meadow jumping 
mouse 

None (available at 
this time) 

Presence/absence 
surveys 

Provide experience with NM meadow jumping mouse surveys 
and habitat ID; significant experience with other small mammal 

ID and surveys should also be included. At least two letter of 
recommendations from jumping mouse or small mammal experts 

documenting field experience required. 

Recovery Plan 

Mexican Spotted owl March/April 
(every year) 

Presence/absence 
surveys 

Protocol survey training (8 hours) plus 40 hours survey 
experience completed under a permitted individual Recovery Plan 

Rio Grande silvery 
minnow 

None (available at 
this time) 

Presence/absence 
surveys 

108 hours of fisheries survey experience for adult RGSM 
216 hours of fisheries survey experience for juvenile RGSM 
432 hours of fisheries survey experience for larval RGSM 

Recovery Plan 

Southwestern willow 
flycatcher 

May 
(every year) 

Presence/absence 
surveys 

Protocol survey training (8 hours) plus 40 hours riparian bird 
experience Recovery Plan 

Yellow-billed cuckoo June 
(every year) 

Presence/absence 
surveys 

 

Protocol survey training (8 hours) plus 40 hours riparian bird 
experience N/A 

 
 

 

https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/newmexico/ES_SLC.cfm
https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/newmexico/ES_Protocols.cfm
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/Recovery%20Outline%20NM%20Meadow%20Jumping%20Mouse%20R2%20ES%20Signed_3.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/MSO_Recovery_Plan_First_Revision_Dec2012.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/022210_v2.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/020830c_combined.pdf
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Appendix E – Federal Register publication example for 10(a)(1)(A) Recovery and 
Interstate Commerce Permits  
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Appendix F – Approved 10(a)(1)(A) Recovery and Interstate Commerce Permit Example 

 



18 

 



19 

 



20 

 



21 

 



22 

 



23 

 



24 

 
 
 
 



25 

Appendix G – 10(a)(1)(A) Recovery and Interstate Commerce Permit Cover Letter with 
Denied Individual(s) Example 
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Appendix H – List of Authorized Individuals (Blank Example) 

 

INSERT DATE HERE 
 

LIST OF AUTHORIZED INDIVIDUALS FOR 
Permit Holder’s Name 

TEXXXXXX 
 

Individuals authorized to conduct activities pursuant to this permit: 

NAME OF PERSON is authorized to conduct ACTIVITY for the SPECIES in LOCATION 
during CURRENT YEAR. This authorization expires on INSERT DATE HERE. 

Each individual named above shall be responsible for compliance with the terms and conditions 
in sections E, F, and H of this permit. The principal officer identified on box 8 on the face of this 
permit is responsible to ensure that the activities of all individuals listed herein are in compliance 
with the terms and conditions of this permit. 

Individuals not named above may conduct activities pursuant to this permit only under the direct, 
on-site supervision of an above-named authorized individual. 

 

           

Project Leader, New Mexico ES Field Office  Date 

This List of Authorized Individuals (LAI) is valid only if it is dated on or after the permit issuance 
date. This permit will be considered invalid without this LAI. 

To request changes to the LAI, the permittee shall submit a written request to the Project Leader. 
The request shall include the name of each individual to be appended to the LAI; a resume of 
qualifications of each person to be appended to the LAI detailing their experience with each 
species and type of activity for which authorization is requested; the names and phone numbers 
of a minimum of two references; and the names of individuals to be deleted from the LAI, if 
applicable. 
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Appendix I – List of weblinks 
 
50 CFR Part 17 - https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-
idx?SID=cb12e5db9d6a86e01c838c9df40040a8&mc=true&node=pt50.2.17&rgn=div5 
 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Tribal Leaders Directory – https://www.bia.gov/tribal-leaders-directory 
 
NM Department of Game and Fish “Protected species permit” – 
http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/enforcement/special-use-permits/ 
 
NMESFO “How to use IPAC – Guidance for Completing Project Reviews” – 
https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/NewMexico/documents/Guidance_for_Completing_Project_Reviews.
pdf 
 
NMESFO Species Leads – https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/newmexico/ES_SLC.cfm 
 
NMESFO Species Protocols – https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/newmexico/ES_Protocols.cfm 
 
USFWS Candidate Conservation Agreements with Assurances – https://www.fws.gov/endangered/what-
we-do/cca.html 
 
USFWS Ecological Services Field Offices - https://www.fws.gov/ecological-services/map/index.html 
 
USFWS Ecological Services Regional Offices Map – 
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/regions/index.html 
 
USFWS Endangered Species Act page with link to Sections - https://www.fws.gov/endangered/laws-
policies/esa.html 
 
USFWS Endangered Species – https://www.fws.gov/endangered/ 
 
USFWS Habitat Conservation Plans –https://www.fws.gov/endangered/what-we-do/hcp-overview.html 
 
USFWS Office of the Native American Liaison – https://www.fws.gov/nativeamerican/ 
 
USFWS Permits – https://www.fws.gov/permits/ 
 
USFWS Permits Form 3-200-54 – https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-54.pdf 
 
USFWS Permits Form 3-200-55 – https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-55.pdf 
 
USFWS Permits Form 3-200-56 – https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-56.pdf 
 
USFWS Recovery Permits – https://www.fws.gov/endangered/permits/recovery-permits.html 
 
USFWS Safe Harbor Agreements – https://www.fws.gov/endangered/landowners/safe-harbor-
agreements.html 
 
USFWS Southwest Ecological Services Region 2 – https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/ 
 
USFWS “Working Together: Tools for Helping Imperiled Wildlife on Private Lands” – 
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/ImperiledWildlifeFinalDec2005.pdf 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=cb12e5db9d6a86e01c838c9df40040a8&mc=true&node=pt50.2.17&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=cb12e5db9d6a86e01c838c9df40040a8&mc=true&node=pt50.2.17&rgn=div5
https://www.bia.gov/tribal-leaders-directory
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