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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Mountain-Prairie Region
IN REPLY REFER TO: MAILING ADDRESS: STREET LOCATION:
FWS/R6 P.O. Box 25486, DFC 134 Union Boulevard
ES Denver, Colorado 80225-0486 Lakewood, Colorado 80228-1807

July 29, 2011

Honorable First Name Last Name
Chairman, Name of Tribe
Address

City, State Zipcode

Dear Chairman Last Name:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) requests a government-to-government consultation
under Executive Order 17135 and Secretarial Order 3206 to discuss its intent to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on the Great Plains Wind Energy Habitat Conservation
Plan (HCP). The planning area for this effort includes Tribal lands which may be considered for
locations to establish wind energy facilities, species mitigation sites, or be avoided. Actual use
of Tribal lands will be based upon future arrangements between your Tribe and the wind energy
companies participating in this planning effort. The HCP will not likely cover specific project
sites at this time, rather it will address the potential for their future development across the
planning area. We must include environmental effects to Tribal lands in our EIS analysis; thus,
we welcome your input on concerns or information relevant to the proposed HCP on both Tribal
and aboriginal lands.

The HCP is being developed by the Wind Energy Whooping Crane Action Group, hereafter
referred to as the Proponent. The goal of the Great Plains Wind Energy HCP is to develop a
consistent, systematic, and predictable approach for wind energy development while ensuring the
conservation of certain species. The Service has been working with the applicant on the
preparation of the HCP, but a draft of this document is still in progress.

The objective of the EIS is to evaluate the potential impacts that would result from the Great
Plains Wind Energy HCP and an associated Incidental Take Permit (ITP). Under the Proposed
Action, the Service would issue an ITP to the applicant under the provisions of Section 10 of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The Great Plains Wind Energy HCP and
potential ITP covers construction, operation, and maintenance associated with multiple
commercial, wind energy facilities within all or portions of North Dakota, South Dakota,
Montana, Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas.
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Species being considered for inclusion in the Great Plains Wind Energy HCP by the Proponent
include certain species listed as federally threatened or endangered, or having the potential to
become listed during the life of the HCP, and having some likelihood of being taken by the
Proponent’s activities within the proposed permit area. Species currently considered for take
coverage include the whooping crane (Grus americana), endangered; interior least tern
(Sterna antillarum athalassos), endangered; piping plover (Charadrius melodus), endangered;
and lesser prairie-chicken (Tympanuchus pallidicinctus), candidate.

The permit area for the Great Plains Wind Energy HCP is defined as the non-Federal lands
within the 200-mile wide corridor determined by defining the center line of the whooping crane
migration observations and extending that line by 100 miles on either side, between the Gulf
Coast of Texas north to the Canadian border. In addition, the permit area includes the
non-Federal lands within the range of the lesser prairie-chicken, with the boundary extending
into parts of Kansas, Colorado, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Texas (refer to enclosed Permit
Area Map). In total, approximately 268 million acres and 470 counties in 9 States are located
within the permit area. The ITP would cover anticipated incidental take of covered species that
may result from the Proponent’s covered activities you have approved on your lands that occur
within this area.

In addition to consultation, the Service requests your assistance in identifying Tribal cultural and
spiritual sites and interests in the planning area for the HCP in accordance with the National
Historic Preservation Act to ensure that these sites and interests are taken into account and
protected during project planning.

The Service is in the first stage of preparing a draft of the EIS and has opened the public scoping
period (see enclosed Federal Register notice). There will be a series of agency and public
informational meetings across the nine-state planning area. The agency meetings will be held in
a round-table discussion format, while the public scoping meetings will be held in an open-house
format. We invite you to attend the agency meetings to be held before the public meetings;
however, to fully meet the intent of government-to-government consultation, the Service will be
happy to meet with the Tribe individually. You are welcome to attend the public scoping
meetings as well. We have enclosed a list of all agency and public meeting locations and dates.

The Service is not taking formal comments at the public scoping meetings, but we will make
note of any issues raised and will accept written comment during the 90-day scoping period,
ending on October 12, 2011. However, for the government-to-government consultation with
your Tribe, we will accept comments throughout the process of preparing the draft EIS and draft
HCP. However, we recommend your Tribe provide its comments during the 90-day scoping
period so they can be adequately addressed in the planning process. We will continue this
consultation throughout the finalization of the EIS and HCP, which is expected in

December 2012.

Thank you for your review of this request and invitation. The Service appreciates any
information you can provide, and we look forward to working with you on this project.
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Any questions regarding this project may be directed to Laila Lienesch at (505) 248-6494,
Laila_Lienesch@fws.gov; Amelia Orton-Palmer at (303) 236-4211, Amelia Orton-Palmer@fws.gov,
or Marty Tuegel at (505) 248-6651, Marty Tuegel@fws.gov. In addition, our Regional Native
American liaison, Kim Greenwood at (303) 236-4575, Kim_Greenwood@fws.gov, may be
contacted to facilitate input from you or your Tribal agencies.

Sincerely,
Stephen D. Gueftin

Regional Director
Enclosures

cc: Director, Fish and Wildlife Agency
Name of Tribe

Director, Cultural Resources Agency
Name of Tribe

Director, Energy Agency
Name of Tribe
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FISH & WILDLIFE DIRECTORS

Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes of Fort Peck
Blackfeet Nation Office
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribal Office

Chippewa-Cree Tribe of Rocky Boy's Reservation

Crow Tribal Office

Crow Creek Sioux Tribal Office

Wind River Reservation

Flandreau Santee Sioux

Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation
Gros Ventre and Assiniboine Tribes of Ft. Belknap
lowa Tribe of Kansas & Nebraska

Lower Brule Sioux Tribal Office

Northwestern Band of Shoshoni Nation of Utah
Northern Cheyenne Tribal Office

Oglala Sioux Tribal Office

Omaha Tribal Office

Osage Tribal Office

Ponca Tribe of Nebraska

Prairie Band of Potawatomi of Kansas

Rosebud Sioux Tribal Office

Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribal Office
Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska

Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Tribal Office
Skull Valley Band of Goshute Indians
Shoshone-Bannock Tribal Office
Southern Ute Indian Tribal Office

Spirit Lake Sioux Tribal Office

Standing Rock Sioux Tribal Office
Three Affiliated Tribes Office

Turtle Mountain Chippewa Tribal Office

Uintah and Ouray Tribes Office
Ute Mountain Ute Tribal Office

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
Yankton Sioux Tribal Office

Robert Magnan

Gayle Skunkcap, Jr.

Dennis Rousseau
Curtis Monteau

Arnold Coyote Runs

Wayne Big Eagle
Benjamin Synder
Mark Allen

Mark Oppenhein
Mark Azure

Terry Mooney
Ben Janis

Patty Timbimboo
Allen Clubfoot
Birgil Kills Straight
Mike Tyndalll
Diane Daniels
Julia Sage
Virginia LeClere
Joseph Cordier

Richard Janssen
Don LaPointe, Jr.

Alvah Quinn
Marlinda Moon
Chad Colter
Lena Atencio
Andrew Morin

Jeff Kelly
Fred Poitra

Kade Ferris
Raymond Wissiap
George Wells, Jr.
Pete Snowball
Robert Abdo

PO Box 1027, Poplar MT 59255

PO Box 850, Browning MT 59417

PO Box 590, Eagle Butte SD 57625

RR 1, Box 542, Box Elder MT 59521

PO Box 159, Crow Agency MT 59022
PO Box 50, Fort Thomspon SD 57339
PO Box 217, Fort Washakie WY 82514
PO Box 283, Flandreau SD 57028

PO Box 6104, Ibapah UT 84034

RR 1 Box 66, Harlem MT 59526

3345 B Thrasher Road, White Cloud KS 66094
PO Box 246, Lower Brule SD 57548

707 North Main, Brigham City UT 84302
PO Box 128, Lame Deer MT 59043

PO Box 570, Kyle SD 57752

PO Box 399, Macy NE 68039

PO Box 1495, Pawhuska OK 74056

PO Box 288, Niobrara NE 68760

16281 Q Road, Mayetta KS 66509

PO Box 430, Rosebud SD 57570

PO Box 278, Pablo MT 59855
108 Spirit Lake Avenue West, Niobrara NE 68760

PO Box 509, Agency Village SD 57262
PO Box 448, Grantsville UT 84029

PO Box 306, Fort Hall ID 83203

PO Box 737, Ignacio CO 81137

PO Box 359, Fort Totten ND 58335

PO Box D, Fort Yates ND 58538
404 Frontage Road, New Town ND 58763

PO Box 900, Belcourt ND 58316

PO Box 190, Fort Duchesne UT 84026
PO Box 248, Towaoc CO 81334

PO Box 687, Winnebago NE 68071
PO Box 248, Marty SD 57361

Environmental Impact Statement for the Great Plains Wind Energy Habitat Conservation Plan
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Deb Madison Director Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of Ft. Peck P.O. Box 1027 Poplar MT 59255
Gerald Wagner Director Blackfeet Nation P.O. Box 2029 Browning MT 59417
David Nelson Director Cheyenne River Sioux P.O. Box 590 Eagle Butte SD 57625
Tim Rosette Director Chippewa-Cree of Rocky Boys P.O. Box 544 Box Elder MT 59521
Gina Howe Director Crow Creek Sioux P.O. Box 50 Fort Thompson SD 57339
Don Aragon Director Eastern Shoshone P.O.Box 217 Fort Washakie WY 82514
Randal  Eagleshield Sr. Director Flandreau Santee Sioux P.O. Box 283 Flandreau SD 57028
Ed Naranjo Director/Tribal Administrator Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation P.O. Box 6104 lbapah ut 84034
Ina Nez Perce Director Gros Ventre and Assiniboine Tribes of Ft. Belknap RR 1 Box 66 Harlem MT 59526
Luke Terry Director Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas 1107 Gold Finch Road Horton KS 66439
George  Honeywell Director Lower Brule Sioux P.O.Box 187 Lower Brule SD 57548
Patty Timbimboo Director Northwestern Band of Shoshoni Nation of Utah 707 North Main St. Brigham City ut 84302
Charlene Alden Director Northern Cheyenne P.O. Box 128 Lame Deer MT 59043
Robert Pille Director Oglala Sioux P.O. Box 2070 Pine Ridge SD 57770
Ida Blackbird Director Omaha Tribe P.O. Box 400 Macy NE 68039
Diane Daniels Director Osage Tribe P.O. Box 1495 Pawhuska OK 74056
Gaylord  Robb Director Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah 440 N. Paiute Drive Cedar City ut 84720-2613
Julia Sage Environmental Specialist Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 252-1 Spruce Ave. Niobrara NE 68760
Virginia  LeClere Director Prairie Band of Potawatomi of Kansas 16281 Q Road Mayetta KS 66509
Kevin Kbame Director Rosebud Sioux P.O. Box 430 Rosebud SD 57570
Rick Cambell Director Sac and Fox 305 N. Main §t. Reserve KS 66434
Mike Durglo Director Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes P.O. Box 278 Pablo MT 59855
Felix Kitto Director Santee Sioux 108 Spirit Lake Ave. West Niobrara NE 68760
Myrna Thompson Director Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate P.O. Box 509 Agency Village SD 57262
Nicole Howell Director Skull Valley Band of Goshute Indians P.O. Box 448 Grantsville ut 84029
Chris Osborne Director Shoshone-Bannock P.O. Box 306 Ft. Hall ID 83203
Tom Johnson Director Southern Ute Indian Tribe P.O. Box 737 Ignacio CO 81137
Silas Ironheart Director Spirit Lake Sioux Tribe P.O. Box 99 Fort Totten ND 58335
Adrienne Swallow Environmental Specialist Standing Rock Sioux P.O.Box D Fort Yates ND 58538
Joe Gillies Director Three Affiliated Tribes 404 Frontage Rd. New Town ND 58763
Rhonda  Azure Director Turtle Mountain Chippewa P.O. Box 730 Belcourt ND 58316
Elaine Willie Director Uintah and Ouray Tribes P.O. Box 460 Ft. Duchesne ut 84026
Scott Clow Director Ute Mountain Ute P.O. Box 448 Towaoc cO 81334
Denise  Jensen Director Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska P.O. Box 687 Winnebago NE 68071
Richard  Leasure Director Yankton Sioux P.O. Box 248 Marty SD 57361

Environmental Impact Statement for the Great Plains Wind Energy Habitat Conservation Plan
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CULTURAL RESOURCE

Name Name  CuliuralResource ~ Tibe ~ Address  Cty st wp
Curley  Youpee Director Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of Ft. Peck P.O. Box 1027 Poplar MT 59255
John Murray Director Blackfeet Nation P.O. Box 850 Browning MT 59417

Ed Naranjo Director/Tribal Administrator Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation P.O.Box 6104 lbapah ut 84034
Claire Green Director Lower Brule Sioux P.O.Box 187 Lower Brule SD 57548
Dorena Martineau Director Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah 440 N. Paiute Drive Cedar City ut 84720-2613
Gary Robinette Director Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 252-1 Spruce Avenue  Niobrara NE 68760
Dana Dupris Director Cheyenne River Sioux P.O. Box 590 Eagle Butte SD 57625
Hubert  Big Leggins Director Crow P.O. Box 159 Crow Agency SD 59022

Sam Allen Director Flandreau Santee Sioux P.O. Box 283 Flandreau SD 57028
Steve Brady Chairman Northern Cheyenne P.O. Box 128 Lame Deer MT 59043
Michael Catches Enemy Director Oglala Sioux P.O. Box 2070 Pine Ridge SD 57770

Environmental Impact Statement for the Great Plains Wind Energy Habitat Conservation Plan
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Dana Dupris Director Cheyenne River Sioux P.O. Box 590 Eagle Butte SD 57625
Hubert  Big Leggins Director Crow P.O. Box 159 Crow Agency SD 59022

Sam Allen Director Flandreau Santee Sioux P.O. Box 283 Flandreau SD 57028
Steve Brady Chairman Northern Cheyenne P.O. Box 128 Lame Deer MT 59043
Michael Catches Enemy Director Oglala Sioux P.O. Box 2070 Pine Ridge SD 57770
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