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ESA Science and Policy
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Species Status Assessment informs all ESA Decisions
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SCALE
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SSA Flips the Pyramid
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Edwards Aquifer Recovery Implementation Program Participants
Dr. Robert L. Gulley, Program Manager
November 2011




Edwards Aquifer
Habitat Conservation Plan

e A stakeholder-based T Edwards Aquifer Region
effort that balanced )
human needs with the y /
recovery of listed \
species -

- Edwards Aquifer —HCP ez
permit issued 2013

From the contributing z mufﬁ-!dwndsm d:u lmsla.ilan aast across ha raecharge zone.
The Edwards is a karst aguifer, by

large subsurface drainage s Ihm The aquifer is

to rainfall.
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Edwards Aquifer downstream associated species
Whooping crane (Grus americana)
False spike (Quincuncina mitchelli)
Smooth Pimpleback (Quadrula houstonensis)
Texas Fawnsfoot (Truncilla macrodon)
Texas Pimpleback (Quadrula petrina)
Texas heelsplitter (Potamilus amphichaenus)
Golden orb (Quadrula aurea)

Endangered

Under Review
Under Review
Under Review
Under Review
Under Review
Under Review




BALCONES CANYONLANDS CONSERVATION PLAN
Celebrating 20 years as a leading example of balancing conservation with economic development.

-

'Ii
ER
=4







= |-35

] counties with HePs
m Edwards Aquifer HCP Counties

I:l County Boundaries

Population per square mile (2010)

-+ TR
Williamson
[s-10
20-79
[ 80-499 ,‘ ‘
I 500 -4 999 Travis
B - 5.000
ustin,
Hays Bastrop
Comal *
'Sa. 1
Medina
Uvalde
Bexar.
T
\
HH
[ ] |
he |
0 25 50)) i
Miles
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2016
Area Enlarged

N Golden-cheeked warbler breeding range

I Top 100 Fastest Growing Counties (2013-2014)

0 100 200
—iles







| ;.-!1.:.*".: .
P AR
".I.L > > 1

Texas hornshell Photo by Joel Lusk, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service




Texas Hornshell - Presumed Current Distribution
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Stakeholder Engagement

e Presentations for TPWD, Texas Comptroller, other
State agencies, and universities on SSA process

e Workshops and presentations for stakeholders on
SSA process with SSA case studies

e |dentify species where stakeholders were
interested in voluntary conservation programs

e Help to identify opportunities for funded research
and other expert information to be used in SSA






Central Texas Mussels SSA

March 2, 2017, mailed letters to interested
parties requesting information by May 1, 2017

June 28-29, 2017, hosted a mussel science
expert meeting to inform the SSA

November 14-15, 2017, hosting the Texas
Freshwater Mussel Conservation and
Stakeholder Summit

TBD, overview webinar when the SSA Report
becomes available
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