Importance of Collaborative Stewardship
in Conservation of Freshwater Fishes and Mussels
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Partner Roles and Responsibilities

+ Review and adapt the NFCA prioritization to ensure
that native fish strongholds are captured within the

Watershed prioritization=

N Identn‘y priority science needs and conservation =

actipns<for preservation of native fishes and their
hab|tu m priority watersheds

= ’" talyst for cooperation, collaboration,
and Iever-j‘,_'__.._,.;:_,s, tech,mcal and flnanmal reseurces
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Texas Natlve FISh Conservation Network

private landowners 7 gt
6) Develop conservation demg; zlife
'7) Support research to fill critical info 15gaps,
8) Conduct monitoring to evaluate, adapt and T
refine conservation actlons e T
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» Location (i.e., NFCA)
» NFCA Goal(s) addressed

» Project description

» Need

» Objectives

Expected Results and Benefits
» Estimated cost

» Project immediacy
» Project timelines

<

NFCA Project Planning Form

A project planning form to describe and transpose project-level actions identified during workshop
brainstorming sessions. This form will feed a project planning spreadsheet that will facilitate
sorting, prioritization, and further discussions of projects.

ONLY 12 QUICK QUESTIONS

ce: Oklshomap hotography. com}

Your name

Project Description *

Short, one-three sentence description of project. E.g., "Conduct an inventory and characterization of
low-head dams (not included in the current national inventory of dams)” or "Develop recommended
guidelines and best management practices for use of culverts on creeks and streams on private
lands’
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Explore Canadian River conservation plans within the Great Plains Native
Fish Conservation Network —

Explore Upper Brazos River conservation plans within the Great Plains
Native Fish Conservation Network —

Explore Colorado River, TX conservation plans within the Great Plains
Native Fish Conservation Network —

Explore Upper Red River conservation plans within the Great Plains Native
Fish Conservation Network —
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Interactive NFC Project Map

Outcomes of the Watershed-Based Conservation Planning Workshops — As of April 2016, watershed-based conservation planning workshops have been
conducted for the Native Fish Conservation Areas in the Brazos, Canadian, Colorado and Red rivers

Owver 60 subject-matter experts participated in the workshops. Workshop participants recommended more than 150 project-level actions to conserve
freshwater bicdiversity in these priority watersheds. Top tier projects are presented.
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Cutcomes of the Watershed-Based Conservation Planning Workshops - As of April 2016, watershed-based conservation planning werkshops hawe been conducted for the Nathve Fish Conservation Areas in the Brazes, Canadian,
Coforado and Red rivers

Crver 60 subject-matter experis participated in the worksheps Werkshop participants recommended more than 130 project-level actions to conserve freshwater biodiversity in these priority watersheds: Top tier projects are presented
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TPWD Conservation Investments

+ Applied research

s+ Species and habitat surveys

+ Stakeholder workshops

+ Conservation education and outreach
+ Community service projects

+ Habitat restoration

+ Habitat preservation through resource
management agreements and conservation
easements

+ Water rights leases and flow agreements



Middle Colorado River Bioblitz




Big Cypress
Basin

Middle |
Colorado Basin

Middle, Lower
Neches Basin

e

North Fork
\"|Guadalupe River

\

Village Creek

= ‘f}Watershed

® Bioassesments conducted at 3 State Parks
and 5 Wildlife Managment Areas

@ 168 Fish collection sites
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LANDOWNER

Ineentive Program

Prospective LIP
Landowners

Find a Biologist

LIP Pre-proposal Template | PDF

Landowner Request for Technical
Guidance | PDF

LIP Program Brochure | PDF

Current LIP Landowners
Volunteer Log | Word

LIP Invoice Form | Excel

Contact/Questions

Arlene Kalmbach (512) 924-6987
TPWD LIP Coordinator

La Palorma Rasch
sttt Endsnzamsant LIP Prajast Tangesing the Teass Homsd Urares

i st

View the Summer 2014 LLP. Bulletin

Landowner Incentive Program (LIP)

- R

Getting Started

& How do | get involved with the Landowner Incentive Program?

& What are some criteria for applying?

& How will proposals be selected?

& Wwhat type of project is eligible for funding?
& What are the funding limitations?

The Texas LIP currently offers the following funding options:

The LIP Partners Watershed Funding Series

The LIP Partners Watershed Funding Series is designed to meet the
needs of private, non-federal landowners wishing to enact good
conservation practices on their lands. This allocation of LIP funding is
made possible through a cooperative agreement with the USFWS
Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program. All projects approved for
funding are thereby subject to the terms and conditions of that
Program

LIP Conserving Texas Rivers Funding Series

The LIP Conserving Texas Rivers Funding Series is dedicated to
conservation actions that positively impact the Llano, Pedernales &
Blanco Watersheds.

Property does not have fo include a riparian area to be considered.
Many forms of conservation land stewardship will qualify, including
upland habitat enhancements.



TEXAS FARM AND RANCH
LANDS CONSERVATION
PROGRAM

Protecting working lands from fragmentation
and development.

The Texas Farm and Ranch Lands Conservation Program (TFRLCP) complements Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department's (TPWD's) mission to conserve natural resources by protecting working lands from fragmentation
and development. TFRLCP maintains and enhances the ecological and agricultural productivity of these lands

through Agricultural Conservation Easements

The TFRLCP supports responsible stewardship and conservation of working lands,

water, fish and wildlife, and agricultural production through:

+ Generating interest and awareness in easement programs and
other options for conserving working lands.

+ Leveraging available monies to fund as many high-quality
projects as possible.

+ Highlighting the ecological and economic value of working lands
and the opportunities to conserve working lands for the future.



Texas Native Fish Conservation Network
2010-2017 Outcomes

+ $1.2M in TPWD funds leveraged against $4.5M in
project funds and $11M in partner matching funds

+ 61 river conservation workshops with engagement of
> 2,000 landowners

o 123,000 acres committed to watershed conservation
+ 15,890 acres under conservation easements

+ > 9,677 acres of habitats restored, including 50
springs and spring complexes

+ 2 dams and 1 low water crossing removed

+ 2 bridges redesigned and 1 replaced
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Conserving Texas Rivers
+ VIP and donor paddle trips

+ Landowner workshops and “working
days” floats

+ Texas Public Radio water symposia
+ Community happy hour and BBQs
+ Wild and scenic films TE"“;“T}S;E;‘;ET

¢ Print media

s Soclal media

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE PODCAST: CONSERVING TEXAS RIVERS
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OUTDOOR NEWS

Bugust 11, 2017 Largasi Hunting and Fishing Newspaper

Yolume 13, Issue 24

New permit requirements in
the works for shark fishermen

By Darlene McCormick Sanchez
Lot S Do Mews

ational shark fishing that will go into
effect Jan. 1.

The fisheries branch of the Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration has put out 2 new YouTube

video explaining that recreational an-
ghers fishing federl waters will be e

yuired b get an endorsement on their
fishing licenses and use cirche hooks,
e or artificial lures if they intend o

Federal avthorities an: beginning to
Shark anglers ia federal wxcrs will noed o ottain an sndorssmenl rofl out new reguirements for recre-
ared may s only ol

i ook, when wsing ball, beginming i 2018

Proln by Diavid 1. Zames, 1one Siae Ouldoor Nows

Please tarw fo page IT7

Restoring

Texas’

state fish

Cuadalupe bass on the
rise

By Mark Emgland
Lo Song: Choims Kiws

The Texas state fish is hardly a
heavyweight though it fights
like one.

liryan Townsend holds the state
recond for catching a pure Guada-
lupe bass. It weighed a whopping
371 poands.

fears of the small black bass
vanishing =rved to galvanine the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depar-
mient, landowners and groups like
The Mature Conservancy to de-
vobe years and millions of dollars
Ear its pressrvation.

“We were concerned that even
in its namesake Tiver we were go-
ing to lose the Guadalupe bass,”
said Tim Birdsong, TPWIFs chicf
of habitat conserat

Some might see II“‘n"lI] s efforts

as restituticn. 1t intro-

dhed snallmouths

imter 1l Country riv-

ers to give anglers an-

other species to chase

Smallies, though, be-

gan interhoesding with
Guslalupe bass. That's

not the only reason,

though, that pare Cisa-

dalupe  hass  became

harder to finc. Sprawl-

ing development  and

the building of dams,

bricges and impoundments frag-
meented il Country rivers andd
maide things toagh for a species
evadvesd to live in frec-Aowing wa-
bers.

WD bamed with its reser-
wairs that it can't always stock its
way out of declining fish popula-
tions. But o socalbed "swamping®
approach bencfited  the Guads
Tepee River.

W Ml the system with pune

fish, " Birdsong sakd. "We'ne hop-
ing they win out over the small-
mouths andd the hyheids. [t's sheer
numbers for one thing. We put in
mare of them and the system can

upport o many fish. Also,
they'ne better adipied to persist in
that system..”

The P sportion of hybrids and
smallies in the Guadalupe River's
headwarters fell from 43 percent to
& percent. Seme arcas aren’t smie
nable o this solaticon, howeyer,

Please tarw fo page 14

Btier smallmash bass
were intmduced and
trgbridiend wilth the natwve
Guadabape bass, e
Guadalups: haes dechinad
in the Guxdalups Hive. A
maescher affot bo restore
Ehe: Guadaiupe bass,
mchuding super siock
Ing, haz shosn pskve
resufls. Top pholn by
Direid J. Sames, Lona Star
Chrltoce Hews. Eoliom
pholn by Johnny Quls




Trends and Motivations in Paddlesports

+ 21.7/M Americans participated in paddlesports
in 2014

+ >50% referenced desire to experience nature as
motivating factor

+ 35% were freshwater anglers

s 23% were wildlife viewers




Texas Paddling Trails Network

130 access sites

73 trails

O Texas Paddling
Trail Locations
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With over 70 designated trails, it's easier than ever to go
paddling! Each trail has a map and photos, directions to
access sites, rental info, fishing and wildlife, and more!

PADDLING TRAIL

www.tpwd.texas.gov/paddling
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Survey of Texas Paddling Trails Users

+ $164M in annual economic impact

+ TOp motivations to paddle:

— Enjoy natural scenery
— Exercise / fitness

+ ToOp activities while paddling:
— Fishing / fly fishing

+ Concerns:

— Inadequate river flows

— Lack of quality river access - - =




. Keep Texas
y Beautiful

KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL AFFILIATE

River Access and Conservation Areas

+ Expand angler access to Texas rivers through
public-private partnerships

o Preserve wilderness experience
+ Manage for sustainable use

+ Demonstrate best management practices for
conservation of streamside lands

+ Facilitate watershed conservation
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Devils River Vicinity Map
with Camping and River
Access Areas ®

£\ River Access Area at Baker’s Crossing
A Paddle-Up-Only Camping Areas (Public
Access Leases)

w TPWD Devils River State Natural Area
Properties
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DEVILS RIVAEIS
CONSERVAINI.

Treasure. Preserve. Protect.




Board Members:
David Honeycutt
Jim Norman
Franz Heibert
Alice Ball Strunk
Rusty Wallace
Tyler Hoffmann
President: Randy Nunns
Director: Julie Lewey

For The Devils ()

Join us for an evening of music and dancing
in support of the Devils River Conservancy.
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April 5 - 6-9 p.m.
Mercury Hall - 615 cardinal Ln, Austin, TX 78704
Silent Auction - Hors d'oceuvres - Open Bar
Tickets available at: DevilsAdvocate.org

The Devils River Conservancy is a 501c)2 non-profit dedicated to the preservation
and protection of the Devils River.



er Basin










i §
Devils River, Dolan Creek
Monitoring Sites

Upper Devils §
River S
o
. N\
{7 Del Norte
EZIN. ¥
'..l - /lf'__'
[130243) '
Dolan Falls
130242 Preserve
%
QS@
) i
AN 7 | e
Qo_. :
Big Satan
130229

@ Monitoring Sites
TNC Property
Devils River SNA

Lake Amistad <all
Y

0 325 B850 1,300

Pradurcad v River Studiee Pracram Inlarnd Ficheree Nivicion TPWD









tlano Rivey

Watersheg
S

NORTH LLANO
RIVER

RIVER

LUNCTION hill country alliance a ;. ce

.'18.3

TPWD PADDLING TRAIL
South Llano

S Junction
16.7 City Park

12.0=

South Llano
River SP

CR150 »~— o0 . plaet PSS SRR, i e o
Access
Al 45
N
,0.0 I

A CR 377 Crossing

A Public Access
A\ Leased Fishing Access

@ TPWD Paddling Trail













RiIVar Aceass zriel Cornsarvaiiorn Aress
v L0000 IVEIRCI EANUPNICOS




River Access and Conservation Areas
2016-2017 Outcomes

+ 15river cleanups and outreach events affecting
27 miles of river

+ 2800 Ibs of litter removed and recycled

s 675 tires removed
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