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Service Completes Initial Review of Petition to List Dunes 

Sagebrush Lizard 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has completed its initial review of a petition to list the dunes 
sagebrush lizard under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The Service has concluded that the 
petition presents substantial information indicating listing may be warranted. Accordingly, the 
Service will now begin an in-depth review of this species to determine whether it should be 
listed under the ESA.   
 
The dunes sagebrush lizard is an insectivorous spiny lizard that only occurs in the oak sand 
dune systems of extreme southeast New Mexico and four counties in Texas. This lizard has the 
second smallest range of all lizards in the United States. The Service’s review of the petition 
indicates that listing the lizard may be warranted as a result of potential threats associated with 
sand mining, oil and gas development, and climate change, combined with inadequate existing 
regulatory mechanisms to address these threats. 
 
The ESA allows citizens to petition the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to add new species to the 
List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants, remove species from the list, and to 
reclassify species already on the list. 

A substantial 90-day finding represents one early step in a rigorous process by which the 
Service determines whether or not a species warrants listing under the ESA. The standard for a 
positive 90-day finding is relatively low, requiring only that the petitioner provide substantial 
information that listing may be warranted. The standard for a positive 12-month finding (the 
next step in the process) is much higher, involving an in-depth status review and analysis using 
the best available science and information. The public can play a role by sending scientific 
information on the species that will aid the Service in that endeavor. 

The notice will be available on July 16, 2020 in the Federal Register online at 
https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D= FWS-R2-ES-2018-0093, and one day prior to that in 
the Reading Room at https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection on the 2020 Notices 
link under Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants.  
 
For more information on the ESA listing process, including 90-day findings and status reviews, 
please go to www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/listing.pdf. 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service works with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, 
wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. For more 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

     Bulletin 
Public Affairs Office 
PO Box 1306 
Albuquerque, NM 87103 
505/248-6911 
505/248-6915 (Fax) 

mailto:Beth_Ullenberg@fws.gov
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/listing.pdf


information, visit www.fws.gov, or connect with us through any of these social media channels: 
Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, YouTube. 
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