AMOCO-High Island SEiII

Case History: When an AMOCO 10-inch pipeline ruptured in September 1991, over
30,000 gallons of light crude oil were spilled into a 7 acre marsh, located adjacent to the
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW). Strong tidal currents and winds moved the oil into
the GIWW and onto Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). Marshes impacted by
the spill provide important habitat for numerous species of birds, terrestrial reptiles, and
mammals, all of which were directly impacted by floating oil. Aquatic resources
impacted included commercial and recreationally important fish and shellfish. The
Trustees and Responsible Party agreed that

construction of a water control structure on ;

Anahuac NWR, to enhance and protect A T

approximately 10,000 acres of brackish o R e
marsh, would adequately compensate the
public for injuries to natural resources. Total
settlement, including estimates of “in-kind”
services, was approximately $350,000.

Responsible Party: AMOCO Oil Company.

Trustees:
Texas Parks and Wildlife

Department (TPWD)

Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ)

Texas General Land Office (TXGLO)

NOAA

The Anahuac NWR was impacted byil
DOI-FWS spilled from the AMOCO pipeline.

Current Status: The restoration project was constructed in 1992 and is fully
operational. The water control structures are being managed by the Anahuac NWR to
protect and enhance the brackish marsh by providing water level control, reducing
saltwater intrusion and excessive tidal fluctuation, and preventing future entry of oil or
other substances released into the GIWW.

Contacts:
Ron Brinkley, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Clear Lake Ecological Services Field
Office, 281/286-8282

Shaun Sanchez, Refuge Manager, Anahuac NWR, 409/267-3337



http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/texas/anahuac/index.html
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http://www.glo.state.tx.us/
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Other Links:
Region 2 Environmental Contaminants Program Homepage

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Environmental Contaminants Program Washington Office
Homepage



http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/Contaminants/
http://www.fws.gov/contaminants/
http://www.fws.gov/contaminants/

