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Everyone enjoys Refuge Week!
Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge

Below are just some of the events taking 
place in the Southwest Region – Arizona, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas. Visit 
a refuge near you and be a part of this 
national celebration.

Hagerman (Texas)
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) and Friends of Hagerman 
National Wildlife Refuge invite everyone 
to “Super Saturday” featuring birding, 
butterfly and dragonfly walks. There will 
be nature talks and crafts for all ages 
including making a window feather-guard 
to help prevent bird strikes, building 
native wildflower “seed bombs” to plant 
in your yard, and crafting origami 
critters. Learn to tie flies for fishing 
or attract birds to your backyard and 
enjoy the live raptors.  Event takes 
place Saturday, October 13, 2012, from 
9am to 4pm.  For more details, call the 
refuge at 903/786-2826, or visit www.
friendsofhagerman.com  

Tishomingo (Oklahoma)
The Tishomingo Refuge Ecology and 
Education Society will be sponsoring a 
youth art contest in celebration of Refuge 
Week.  Kindergarten thru high school 
students are encouraged to take part in 
this fun art contest that focuses on the 
importance of water to a national wildlife 
refuge.  They can also help identify 
migrating birds by sitting in on the Big 
Sit held at the Eagle Cove Observation 
Tower on Sunday, October 14, 2012.  For 
more information, call the Tishomingo 
National Wildlife Refuge at 580/371-2402.  

Aransas (Texas)
Take part in a duel celebration honoring 
the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge’s 
75th anniversary and National Wildlife 
Refuge Week!  This free family 
event includes hunting and fishing 
demonstrations, pier and wade fishing, 
kayaking, guided tours, wildlife lectures, 
family crafts, bug hunt, live animals and 
much more! Come listen to David Sibley, 
renowned American ornithologist, author 
and illustrator of The Sibley Guide to 
Birds.  Event takes place Saturday, 
October 20, 2012, from 10am to 4pm.  Call 
361/286-3559 for more information.

Cabeza Prieta (Arizona)
Spend your Friday night 
(October 12, at 7pm) 
in search of scorpions.  
Join the scorpion talk 
and hunt held on the 
west patio and be sure 
to bring a flashlight (and 
a blacklight, if you have 
one). The celebration 
continues on Saturday, 
October 13, from 10am to 
2pm, at the visitor center 
and will include special 
activities and displays. 
The Wildly Wonderful 
Cabeza celebration ends 
at the top of Child’s 
Mountain from 5:30 - 
8pm. Evening activities include a chance 
to enjoy a beautiful Sonoran sunset, while 
attending a cookout at Cabeza. For more 
information or to make a reservation, call 
the refuge at 520/387-6483.

Deep Fork (Oklahoma)
Test your hunting skills at the Youth 
Muzzleloader Deer Hunt October 12-
14, 2012.  Young hunters will be able to 
enjoy a hunt on the refuge that weekend. 
A dinner hosted by the Friends of Deep 
Fork is included.  Call the refuge   
918/652-0456 to reserve a spot and for 
more details.

Balcones Canyonlands (Texas)
Author and performer Lucas Miller 
celebrates nature and the migration 
of Monarch butterflies with music and 
puppetry. Enjoy a live snake program 
and various guided nature walks 
including Spider Walk with Spider Joe.  
Catch and learn about the amazing 
insects that fly, jump, and swim on the 
refuge.  Held Saturday, October 13, 2012, 
from 8:30am to 4pm, at Doeskin Ranch.  
Call 512/339-9432 for more information.

Sevilleta (New Mexico)
Explore San Lorenzo Canyon and learn 
how geological formations shaped this 
region, or enjoy a guided bird walk.  
Many experts will be on hand to lead 
interesting refuge tours and guided 
hikes.   Fun kid’s activities as well as live 
animals will make for an exciting nature-
filled day!  For more information, contact 
the refuge at 505/864-4021. 

Lower Rio Grande Valley (Texas)
Celebrate National Wildlife Refuge 
Week by helping to restore habitat for 
ocelots and other wildlife. Roll-up your 
sleeves and help plant native trees and 
shrubs to provide a better home for 
these incredible wildlife species. Bring a 
shovel, wear your boots and invite your 
family and friends to this outdoor activity.  
Saturday, October 13, 8am until noon. 
This is a great event for classrooms, 
homeschools, families and anyone with an 
interest in wildlife.  Please call in advance 
for more information at 956/784-7500. 

Note:  Some events will be celebrated 
early. Call in advance to confirm dates, 
times and meeting locations. While some 
scheduled tours/talks may have a fee, 
entrance fees to the listed refuges will be 
waived on Sunday, October 14. 




