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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

On July 9, 2014, The USDA Forest Service, Cub

report regarding the Lower Rio Cebolia-Occapi
error in the last sentence in the scoping report that reads “Preliminary analysis indicates that
there are extraordinary circumstances that would esu;lt in significant effects.” The last'sentence
should read “Preliminary analysis indicates that there are NO extraordinary circumstances
gnificant effects.” This memo serves as a correction to

(emphasis added) that would result in si

the scoping report.
We regret the error.

Sincerely,

/s/ Allan R. Setzer
ALLANR. SETZER
District Ranger
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United States Forest Santa Fe Nadtomal JFForest Cuba Ranger District
g Department of Service PO, Box 130
: "% Agricalture Cuba, New Mexico 87013
i - PH §75-289-3264

| File Code: 1950
Date: (07/08/2014

i
Dear Friends and Neighbors: i

The Jemez Ranger District of the Santa Fe National Forcst is proposing a project along the upper Rio
Cebolla where it crosses Forest Road 376. The purpose of the project is to improve habitat for the New
Mexico meadow jumping mouse. The enclosed attachient describes the project’s details. The responsible

official for the project is the Jemez District Ranger, but Allan Setzer, Cuba District Ranger will take the
lead on the project. i .

We request your comments on this project. To be most heiipful, please send your comments by August 10,
2014, Please send electronic comments to commnents-southwesterm-santafe-cuba@fs. fed us with “Ria
Cebolla Habitat Protection Project” in the subject line/ 'Ac;f:eptable electronic formats are ,pdf, .txt, .doc,
-1if, or other formats readable with Microseft Word. Mail your comments to: Alian Setzer, Cuba Ranger
District, 04B County Road 11, Cuba, NM 87013). Corhments may be hand-delivered to this address from
8:00 am to 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday excluding Federal holidays. To submit ora] comments,
please call Allan Setzer at (575) 2893264 to arrange ﬂt:/ap:poimﬁ]ent. Project documents are available for
review at the Jemez Ranger District, or on the forest’s website at:

Swrww fs.usda.gov/proiects/santafe/landmanagembnt/broje:

S

For technical questions on the Lower Rio Cebolla Occupiéd Habitat Improvement Project, please contact
Jim Eaton at (575) 289-3 264, For questions related to the NEPA procedures, please call Alberta D. Maez,
District NEPA Coordinator, at (505) 425-3534.

I look forward to your comments on this project.

Sincerely, ‘

ALLAN R, SETZER
District Ranger

cc: Alberta Maez
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Lower Rio Cebolla Occupied Habitat Improvement Project
Purpose and Need i |
The purpose of this project is to improve the quality fof occupied New Mexico meadow jumping
mouse habitat in the Lower Rio Cebolla. This prlote{:tion is needed because the New Mexico
meadow jumping mouse (Zapos hudsonius luteus) w:,as listed as an endangered species under the
Endangered Species Act, which means Federa] a encies must ensure that any action they fund,
authorize, or carry out is not likely to Jeopardize #hc icontinued existence of any listed species.
Actions also cannot result in the destruction or ac}ver;se modification of designated critical habitat
of these species. In the listing notice dated June 10, 2014, the US Fish and Wildlife Service
found that livestock grazing has the potential to j@opérdize the species.

Location |
This project is located on the Lower Rio Cebolla, in the wet meadow near the bottomless-arch
crossing on Forest Road 376 (T19N, R2E, Sec 29) (Figure 1). The project area is within the San

Diego Allotment. The allotment is composed of 101,817 acres with 74,114 acres of National
Forest System land open to grazing. '

Existing Condition
The New Mexico meadow jumping mouse has ex ceptionally specialized habitat requirements to
support its life-history needs and maintain adequate population sizes. Habitat requirements are
characterized by tall (24 inches), dense riparian h bajceous vegetation (plants with no woody
tissue) primarily composed of sedges and forbs (b aﬁi-ieafed herbaceous plants). This suitable
habitat is found only when wetland vegetation associ :ted with perennial flowing water achieves
its full growth potential. This vegetation is important for the New Mexico meadow jumping
mouse because it provides vital food sources (ns cls and seeds), as well as the structural
material for building nests that are used for sheltet from predators.

The-vegetation in-the project area does not meet the sﬁ»ecialized—h&bitat reguirements-just
described. Because the project area is not fenced, permitted livestock grazing occurs. Dispersed

camping, another activity which has the potential to cefmsc bare ground and remove vegetation, is
not prohibited in the project area. I
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Desired Condition

The following desired conditions are taken from the Santa Fe National Forest Plan (1987, as
amended):; '

species of plants and animals to contribute koward the goal of species Tecovery.
(replacement page 19) i ,
» Manage habitat to maintain viable populations of wildlife and fish species and improve
habitat for selected species. Coordinate habitat/management with other resouree
activities. (replacement page 19) %

« ldentify, protect and enhance habitat that cbnt ins threatened, endangered, and sensitive

In addition, the Endangered Species Act requires Federal agencies to ensure that any action they
fund, authorize, or carry out is not likel y 1o jeopardize ;the continued existence of any endangered
species or threatened species or result in the destru tion or adverse modification of designated
critical habitat of such species. Continuing to allow grazing or dispersed camping in the mouse’s
ocoupied habitat would not meet the intent of the dapgered Species Act.
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i
Proposed Action i | .
To improve the New Mexico meadow jumping mouse’s occupied habitat, the Jemez Ranger
District proposes to: ' 5 ‘

1. Construct four exclosures of different sizes that would enclose approximately 120 acres
on the perimeter of occupied New Mexic meadow jumping mouse habitat in the project
area (Figure 1). An exclosure is a structure that would keep livestock out of the wet
meadow, which would promote riparian vegetation growth by removing grazing. The

exclosures would be built of 5-foot pipe fenee with cables. These fences would prevent

livestock grazing but allow other wildlife aocicss to the riparian area. Fences would be
built as soon as possible. |
2. Prepare a closure order to keep recreationjsts from dispersed camping in the occupied
habitat, The closure order would be prepated as soon as possible,
3. Monitor the exclosures to determine if thely are effective.at keeping grazing and dispersed
camping from occurring in the occupied bitiat.

: i
Management Direction |
|

!
The Santa Fe National Forest Plan includes both forest-wide prescriptions and standards and
guidelines for management areas, The Lower Rio Cebolla Habitat Protection Project

lies within Management Area X. This project is consistent with the Santa Fe National Forest
Plan, , ' j

i
H

- |
° MANAGEMENT AREA X - JEMEZ NA' IOF‘IAL RECREATION AREA - Jemez
National Recreation Area was developed tﬁ “conserve, protect, and restore the ecological,
cultural, religious, and wildlife resource v: l ues for which the INRA was designated”, as

required by the INRA Act..

The most relevant provisions in the INRA Act arelas follows:

¢ Particular ernphasis is placed on the cons at:ion and protections of wildlife resources,
including species listed as sensitive by the orest Service; and compliance with all
applicable Federal and State Laws relating|to \;arildlifc including the Endangered Species
Actof 1973, 5 ‘

é
Categorical Exclusion %

We anticipate this project will be categorically excluded from documentation inan ,
environmental assessment or an environmental im act statement under the following category:

6) Timber stand and/or wildlife habitat impravement activities that do not include

the use of herbicides or do not require maore than 1 mile of low standard road

construction. (36 CFR 220.6(eX6))

§
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This category is appropriate because the proposed action is to improve New Mexico meadow
Jumping mouse habitat by allowing its habitat, the riparian vegetation, to reach its full growth,
Preliminary analysis indicates that there are extraordinary circumstances that would result in

significant effects. |

.
Figure 2. Map of Proposed Exclosures in the Lower Rip Cebolla Otcupied Habitat Improvement Project Area,
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