
 

Inks Dam National Fish Hatchery Opens New Environmental Educational Building 

  

The dedication for the new Environmental Educational building was held on Tuesday, October 18, 

2011, at Inks Dam National Fish Hatchery (NFH).  With this facility, not only are young people offered 

the opportunity to learn about their natural environment, they are allowed to see it first hand, at the 

source.   

 

Visitor Enhancement Funds were used to renovate the 70-year old stone cottage, formerly owned by the 

Lower Colorado River Authority.  The Friends of Inks Dam NFH completed the education building 

interior renovations and landscaping, donating a total of 934 hours of work. The purpose of the 

Environmental Education building is to provide interpretive and educational materials and programs 

that will enhance the visiting public’s appreciation of our Nation’s fish and wildlife resources and 

encourage use of recreational opportunities provided by the hatchery.   

 

Getting children outside and involved in their natural world is an important goal for both the 

Department of the Interior as a whole, as well as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Creating a 

learning atmosphere designed to bring understanding of the great outdoors to our youth benefits our 

wildlife and landscapes while developing our future leaders in conservation.  

 

Established in 1940, Inks Dam National Fish Hatchery provides recovery and restoration programs for 

native fish species. Inks Dam is best known for its fish conservation and its role in restoring native fish 

species such as the Gulf Coast striped bass, and paddle fish; as well as stocking fish such as largemouth 

bass and catfish for sport fishing in the Mississippi River basin.   

 

Inks Dam NFH is located approximately 60 miles Northwest of Austin, Texas in the beautiful Texas hill 

country.  The facility borders the Colorado River below Inks Lake and is nestled in between Inks Lake 

State Park and Longhorn Caverns State Park.  The hatchery is reached by traveling State Highway 29 

West from Burnet, TX for nine miles, and then Park Road 4 for four miles to hatchery entrance. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


