
 
 
 

   
 

Southwest Region   (Arizona ● New Mexico ● Oklahoma ●Texas)   http://www.fws.gov/southwest  
 
For Release:  June 10, 2011 
Contacts:  Juli Niemann, Recreation Fee Coordinator:  505-248-6635, juli_niemann@fws.gov 

 
Entrance Fees waived at National Wildlife Refuges in the Southwest. 
Federal Lands Nationwide open in support of America’s Great Outdoors Initiative  
 
Southwestern, U.S. - The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will be waiving entrance fees at National 
Wildlife Refuges nationwide on June 21 (first day of summer), September 24 (National Public 
Lands Day) and November 11-13 (Veterans Day weekend) in support of  President Obama’s 
America’s Great Outdoors initiative.   
 
Most National Wildlife Refuges throughout the southwest do not charge an entrance free.  
However, those that do will waive entrance fee’s on these five days. Refuges in the Southwest 
Region which will waive their entrance fees are: 
 
Aransas and Matagorda Island National Wildlife Refuges near Austwell, Texas, 361-286-3559, 
www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/texas/aransas 
 
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge near Socorro, New Mexico, 575-835-1828, 
www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/newmex/bosque 
 
Buffalo Lake National Wildlife Refuge near Umbarger, Texas, 806-499-3382, 
www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/texas/buffalo.html 
 
Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge near Los Fresnos, Texas, 956-748-3607, 
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/texas/STRC/laguna/Index_Laguna.html 
 
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge near Alamo, Texas, 956-784-7500, 
www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/texas/santana.html 
 
More about the America’s Great Outdoor Initiative can be found at: http://americasgreatoutdoors.gov/ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to 
public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit 
www.fws.gov or follow our social media sites at http://www.fws.gov/home/socialmedia/ 
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